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P R 0 G R A &I 14 E 1961/62 -- 
All Meetings a re  held a t  7.30 p.a. i n  t he  Court Room of  the Town H a l l .  

hnilay., 27th November - The Bloxham Feofees and t h e i r  Act ivi t ies ,  
by Idr. Clarence 3u t l e r ,  Townsman of the  Lord of the Uanor. The Bloxham 
Feofees a re  a very ancient char i ty  with t h e i r  or igtns  possibly as early 
a s  the 14th  century. 
1602, a,nd possessing considerable property i n  the parish they have 
played a very great part  i n  the  local government of Bloxham. 
M r .  Butler has been one of the Feofees f o r  over t h i r t y  years and has m 
unrivalled knowledge of  t h e i r  history. Members can be assured of a 
most i n t e re s t ing  and enter ta ining evening. 

DDORTAXT CHANGE From January, 1962, the  meeting night f o r  the  Society 
i s  being changed from Tuesday t o  Friday. 
unchanged. 

Friday, 26th January. - Medieval illuminated manuscripts i n  the 
Bodle im Library, i l l u s t r a t e d  by colour s l ides ,  by D r .  WOO. Hassall, 
of the  Department of Western Manuscript sg  Bodleian Library Oxford. 

Friday, 30th hRarch - Local Church Architecture. An i l l u s t r a t e d  t a l k  
by Mr. Go Forsythe Lawson. 

They have operated i n  t h e i r  present form since 

Time and place remain 

...................... 
CHRISTRl.AS C M D  

A s  announced i n  the  September issue,  t h e  Christmas Card t h i s  year i s  
taken from an old pr in t  of the Old G a o l  and Bluecoat School. It has 
been redrawn f o r  us by our member Ur* Walter B. Clark. It i s  now 
available t o  members @ 4/6d per dozen, including envelopes. 
cards published by the  Society i n  past  years are still available. 

Other 

Banbury Cross, 1860 (two-colour) 
Cornhill 1857 4/6d per dozen 
Broughton Castle 4/6d per dozen 

6/- per dozen 



Kenbcrs are urgod t o  support t h i s  venture o f  the Socicty. 
r; socd nuinbcr arc bought i t  i s  imyossible t o  continua to  produce 
tkem at such a rea.sonttble price.  Cards w i l l  be on sale at  the  
mzeting on 2'!tIz November, OF can be obtained d i r ec t  Trorn the 
Hon. Secretary, Humber House, Blolrharn. 

Unless 

EXHIBITION AND RECETTION 

A s  t he  many members who attandsd the Bixeption and the Exhibition 
of County Records w i l l  Imow, it  was a trsrncndous success znd much 
e n j o y e d  by nll vho cam. Held i n  the  Town Hall on Saturday, 28th 
October, it was opened a t  noon b y  the ?layor, Alderman Je €'ort,-rgill. 
Over one hundred altogether attended the Reception, members and 
special ly  invi ted guests, and were welconed by M r e  E l lncot t ,  t he  
Chairman of the  Executive Committee, 
fu r the r  f i f t y  passed through the  Exhibition when i t  was opsn t o  
the general public. 
. Before the Exhibition was opened o f f i c i a l ly ,  Colonel Sir 

Charles Ponsonby spoka b r i e f ly  about the Oxfordshire Victoria 
County X i s t o r y .  
hundreds ( t h e  county north of Deddington and Hook Norton) i s  a t  
present i n  progress, and it should be published within a f e w  
years. However the cost of rasearch and authorship by the small 
team of experts under the Editor, Xrs. Lobel, i s  only p a r t i a l l y  
covered by annual grzznts f r o n  the  County Council and University 
Chest. The gap has t o  be covered by individusl pr ivate  subscript- 
ions,  md a campaign i s  being launched i n  the area t o  raise money 
i n  t h i s  way. A 1 1  subscribers'  n a m s  am included ir, l is ts  pub- 
l i shed  i n  each volume, and these i n  t h a x e l v e s  ftre an important 
s ide l igh t  on current local  history.  I;iiro Gibson, who i s  a rnernber 
of  t h s  finance committee of the VoC.H.,  w i l l  be very pleasod t o  
hear of o r  f rom any potential  subscribers. 

S i r  Charles was followed by the Eayor9 who praised the  work 
o f  thc  County Archivist and his staff. 
records was a wonderfd thing, and was i n  essence the  preservat- 
ion of history. Ha appealed t o  Banbury people not t o  destroy 
o l d  d-ocwnents and papers, whatever t h e i r  apparent lack of i n t e re s t ,  
but t o  give then d i rec t  t 3  the County Record Office o r  t o  the 
Society, who wculd pass  them on. H e  cchoed the thoughts of many 
present when he said how sorry we were tha t  the President, Lord 
Says and Sele, was unable t o  be present and open the  W i b i t i o n  
himself - especially a s  it was he, as a member of the County 
Records Jo in t  committee, who had first suggested tha t  t he  %hib i t ion  

-- --- 

Sjuring the afternoon a 

VJork on the volunnc cowring  Banbury and Bloxham 

The preservation of  o l d  



should be shown i n  
received from many 

t h i s  period from the Dorset coast t o  Lincolnshire and she showed how 
links ran from t h i s  route as it crossed the Cotst;old Ridge t o  t h a  
Upper Thames area. 
on the most bank of the Gherwell, i ts  westernmost l i m i t ,  could be 
expleined by the existence of ridgeways connecting the area with East 
Anglia and Lincolnshire. The Jurassic Way, known i n  par ts  as Banbury 
Lam, i s  of  Iron Age or igin,  which i s  shown by the h i l l  f o r t s  along 
its route. The road system of North Oxforashire was probably so good 
when the Romans arrived tha t  they needcd t o  make few new roads, but 
two important additions which t hcy  did make wera the  road north from 
Dorchester-on-Thmes across the hi ther to  impassible bogs of Otmoor, 
and the part  o f  kernan St ree t  through the d i f f i c u l t  country east of 
Bicester which linked pre-existing ridgemys t o  the north and south. 
Brs, Wickham-Steed concluded by mentioning her own discoveries of Roman 
paving on the A34 at the New Inn, Yootton, (lLR.420191) and a t  Tad- 
marton, and revealed her theories  a3out a Roman road running from the 
vi l las  of the Upper Thaes ,  through the Tew area t o  Tadmarton, and 
northwards past Shutford t o  the county boundary a t  Edgehill, 

The presence of the Peterborough Bronze Age culture 

(135) 
Banbury. 
membersg i n  par t icular  two Vice-Presidents. the 

kpolo@es f o r  absence had a l s o  been 

I 

I 

Bishop of Dorchcster and Lord Eiton.  

by the  County Archivist i n  the September issue Tully covers t h i s .  We 
should however say how much VJC appreciete the t e r r i f i c  arnount of work 
done by him and h is  staff, and hope tha t  they f e e l  t h a t  t h e i r  e f for t  
w a s  vro rt hwhil e . 

No report  on the  actual exhibition is  being given, a s  the a r t i c l e  

L E C T U R E  

ANCZlQTT ROADS ARD TRACKS IW NORTH OXFORDSHIRE 



(136) 

descending the ridge from near the Round Tower t o  Radway, 
Dr .  13ririkworth expressed the  meeting's thanks f o r  a most 
enlightening talk. 

B. S. T. 

ECOi~OE4IC AND SOCIAL CHARGES IxT BATrDURY. 1830-70. 
Then Banbury ceased t o  be a parliamentary borough i n  1885 i t  

w a s  a very d i f fe ren t  place from the "dirty i l l - b u i l t  t o m  with a 
plush manufactory '' where Lord Torrington suffered an indifferent  
inn a century before. 
communications with the  r e s t  of  &gland much easier ,  i ts  a f f a i r s  
l e s s  subject t o  outside interferenca and there  were many nsw 
s t r e e t s  and buildings. 
ones had declined. It i s  the purpose of t h i s  a r t i c l e  t o  exanine 
how and when changes i n  economic ac t iv i ty  affected the l i f e  of 
the town. 

The population of  Baurburcj increased from 4,201 i n  1811 to  
13,026 i n  1901, but t h i s  was by no mems a uniform process and 
the r a t e s  of increase i n  different  decades reveal much 3kou-t the 
town's prosperity. F i r s t ,  it should be emphsised tha t  i n  Banbury, 
as i n  England generally, the b i r t h  r a t e  as ear ly  a.s the 1830's v e s  
very much higher than the death rate .  Between 1831 2nd 1841 there  
were 1,269 bur ia l s  of members of all rc l ig ious  denominations i n  
the churchyard, while thcre mere no l e s s  than 1,849 baptisms a t  
St. l,!arytsg and there  was a very high proportion of Konconformists 
i n  Sanhry. 
scale immigration t o  explain the growth i n  the town's population. 
Moreover any immigration there was must havo been ju s t  as extensive 
before the middle of the century a s  aftervrards, f o r  popdst ion in- 
crxiszd a t  the samo r a t e  throughwdt the period from 1831 t o  1871. 
The figure f o r  1851 was 137$ of tha t  of  1831 and the t o t a l  i n  1871 
134% of tha t  of 1851. During the l87O's the  incrcase v i r tua l ly  
ceased for thcre  were only 359 more i nhab i tmts  i n  1881 t!,m i n  
18719 which means, when the high b i r th  r a t e  o f  the periocl i s  t&en 
into Eccount, t ha t  the town was on agmegato losing po-nulation 
through smi&mtion. This was the period o f  the great dopression 
i n  agriculture and it would seem that  Banbury's prosperity a t  t h i s  
time was firmly l inked t o  tha t  of the a g i c u l t u r a l  industry ns a 
whole. 
century during which the population of the  Bcwbury Poor Law Union 
area declined most. 
a f t e r  1851, but there  seems no reason t o  suppose tha t  t h i s  wes the 

The town's population was much greater,  i ts  

Dew t rades  were f lour i sh ing  and some older 

There i s  c e r t a i d y  no nzed t o  postulate avly largc 

i 

It is s igni f icant  tha t  this was a l s o  the decade of the 

The pcpulation of  the  Union began t o  f a l l  



r e su l t  of the a t t r ac t ion  of  large nuzzbcrs of irxnigrmts into Banbury. 
It i s  more l i k e l y  t h s t  the coming of the r a i l m y  an4 increased opport- 
un i t i e s  overscas were the  chief reamns which made farm workers 1wve 
t h e i r  vil lages.  
i n  north Oxfordshire was as  low as anywhere i n  England9 with wages no 
more than s ix  sh i l l i ngs  a vteok i n  some v i l lages  i n  1841, and the 
coming of the ra i lvzy  as a cheap and easy way o f  escape i s  l i k e l y  t o  
have s t inulated a large scale exodus. Population trends therefore 
show tha t  there  was no great increase i n  the  rrtte of immigration in to  
Banbury a f t e r  the middle of the century, and tha t  i n  the 1870's the  
fortunes of  the town were t i e d  s o  securely t o  a p i c u l t u r e  that  the 
population ceased30 rise a t  exactly tho  s2me time that the population 
of the surrounding countryside f e l l  most rapidly. 

TCC 1830's arid 40's viere the c r i t i c a l  decades i n  the development 
of manufacturing industry i n  Bmbury i n  the nineteenth century. 
the  long term tZle wcaving industry seems already t o  have been declin- 
ing  i n  the 30's. 
such a s  gardening, the s t r i c t  regulations of t he  t rade suggest that it 
was contracting and the  b i t te rness  between masters and men s u g 3 s t s  a 
f a l l i n g  market. 
Alfrcd Beesley wrote "-there i s  a very considerable mamfacture of  
agricultural  implements" and a t  the Liverpm1 show of the newly formed 
Royal Agricultural Society i n  tha t  year there  was a notable exhibit ion 
of the work of Banbury inventors. 
Banbury ironmongcr was awarded the s i l ve r  medal of the Royal Scot t ish 
Agriculturzl Society f o r  a t u r n i p  cu t te r  which he had invented, 
bhchine making v7as thus well establishcd i r  Bznbury before the middle 
of the century, and the expansion of tSe trade i n  the 5 0 ' s  and ~ O ' S ,  
i n  which several firm shared, was merely the  continuation of a long 
term process which was paral le l led i n  other market towns l ike 
Nor t hanpt GR Pet erb or nu& and Ipswi ch  

of much greater importance t o  Banbury thzn manufacturing industry. 
i s  s i g n i f i c m t  tha t  t l x  chicf supporters of the Savings Bank i n  1838 
wer2 not foundry workers o r  weavers 5ut servants 2nd petty tradesmen, 
and i t  i s  probable that  trnders and small scale craftsmen were acon- 
omically the most important groups i n  the town. Between 1840 an2 1870 
the  numbers 02 craftsmen i n  the town remained more o r  l e s s  s table  and 
Banbury continued t o  supply the neighbouring countrjside with clothing, 
shoes ,and furniture as it had done for ccnturies. I n  most r s t a i l  
t rades  thlxe was no very s t a r t l i n g  increase i n  the number o f  act ive 
businesses i n  the thrce decades a f t e r  1840 but there  was a notable 

me standard of l i v i n g  of many a g r i c u l t u r d  v;orkers 

I 

In 

I n  1838 many of the workcrs had other occupations 

Ironfounding v i m  already important i n  1841 when 

I n  1840, Richard Fdmunds, the 

It scems however tha t  throughout tho nineteenth century trade was 
It 



increaso i n  the supply of  services. T2i;re were only eleven 
insurance egcnts i n  1841, for example, but i n  1865 t h e m  were 
f o r t y  tvo. Numbers engaged i n  building seem t o  have rcmaiiied 
almost the  scme though there  was a s l igh t  but s ign i f icant  r i s e  
i n  the numbers of businosses zct ive during the period 1845-50. 
Altogcthcr i t  seems tha t  Banbury's middle c lasses  between 1840 
and 1870 were growing increasingly Tjrcsperous as the population 
of the town increased and the gcneral level o f  incomes rose,  while 
the  numbem engaged i n  cstzblished trades remained steady and new 
occupztions flourished, The mzny new shops, the Town Hall, the 
two corn exchanges and the two large % w m f  crmi st chapels b u i l t  
i n  tho l85O's and ear ly  601s are impressive witnesses of  this 
prospcrity. 

The b u i l t  up area o f  Banbury w a s  considerably extended during 
the  ninctsenth century and, l i k e  the r i s e  i n  population, t h i s  was 
a gradual process and not the r a su l t  o f  sona sccnomic "revolution'' 
around the  middle o f  the  century. Parts c;f the Castle Stree t  area 
were hilt during the 183Ols anci Constitution Rcw by l8.$7. I n  the 
ear ly  s there wt ls  much building ac t iv i ty  around thi? Uonumentr 
Beargarcien Terrace, Monument Strcet  Hew Road, Bath Cottages, c 

Crouch Stroet,  'dlenheim Place and Prospect Terrace a l l  appearing 

qui te  early i n  the decade f o r  deeds i n  Banbury F'uSlic Library show 
t h a t  Upper and Lower Chemell S t ree ts  existed i n  184.4 3rd the 
dirsctory of  1848 l i s t e d  no less than t>irty-two tradcxs resident 
i n  Chcrrvell Street ,  Victoria Terrace and Spring Cottages vzero 
also mentioned i n  the d i rec tor ies  by 1847 a d  the  I'lindsor Terrace 
area was so populous by 1851 tha t  the 'JeslGyan Sunday Szliool opened 
those soon a t t rac ted  over c?, hundred c!lil&ren. F'urther expansion in 
the w e e 9  the building of Gatteridge Street ,  Upper ( O S  Soutli) 
?7jindsor Strcet ,  Britannia Roed and Canal Street  followed ewly  in  
the 1850%. These was cer ta inly no great increase i n  the rate of 
bui lding i n  thc town a f t e r  the middle of the century. 

The dcvclo_mcnt o f  Grimsbury seems t o  have been a d i x c t  
r c s u l t  of  the  coming or" the railvmy. 
the meadcws a d  race course through which t h e i r  t rack vms t o  pass, 
t h e  land t o  the north of the !didclleton Road which belonged t o  the 
same owner was sold t o  the Banbury Froc-hold Land Socicty, a compai-y 
S,?,cked by CoSb's bank. The company sold p l o t s  f o r  building, b u t  
it i s  clear that  construction of houscs t o o k  place only slowly and 
many p lo t s  were used f o r  some time as pzdens. Some were not 
b u i l t  upon u n t i l  the  early twentieth centunj and a few remain 

i n  the director ies  before 1846. The Chenvcll area was developed \ 

Than the G.Y.R. purchased 



empty today. 
t o  have been essent ia l ly  niddle c l a s s  i n  character and not of tlle sort 
l i k c l y  t o  have been 0ccupiu.d by indus t r ia l  workers. 
ra ther  tha t  they re f l sc ted  the growing nidclle c l c s s  prosperity and t h a t  
they were occupied by pmsperous t raders  l i k e  Jnmes Ca%dbury and Richzrd 
Goffe who no longer wished to  l i v e  at t h e i r  places cf business. 

as Colonel North of Wroxton and Rev. Francis Litc_h?ield of Farthinghoe 
i n t o  public agreement with the Nonconi'orrdst reformers who ruled 
Banbury, show tha t  the  prospect of the coming of t h e  railway was enth- 
u s i a s t i ca l ly  ant ic ipated i n  the town i n  the  1840ts. Furthermore a 
Railway Inn was opened in Bridge Strcot by 1647, three years before any 
railwqy WRS opened in the area. The railways doubtless profoundly 
influenced the development o f  Banbury a s  the town became a railhcad for 
a very wide area and i t s  t rade grew at  the expense of tha t  of sml le r  
toms.  The coal track was grcntly stimulated and it seems tha t  rnost 
coal came t o  the tonn over the L.N.W,R. l i n e  from Bletchley, though the  
Oxford Canal continued t o  be a31 important source of supply. The supply 
of meat 2nd dairy products t o  the London and Birmingham markets had 
long been one or" the chief occupations of local farmers and the railway 
i s  l ike ly  t o  hnvc a t t r ac t ed  Giore of t h i s  s o r t  of  t rade to  the town. 
The increasing use of  chsrnicel fertilisers and prepared stock feed i n  
the 1840% and 5 0 ' s  is &so likely t o  have increased the trade of  a 
railhcmd l i k e  Banburyo 
1850 i s  therefore likely t o  have been caused as much by an incrcaxe i n  
t rade a f t e r  the coming of the railway as by the  growth of manufacturing 
industry. 

It has often been maintained that  the tds ing  over by Bernhard 
Sainuelson o f  J a m s  Gsrbcr 's  iron foundry i n  1848 transformed Banbury 
in to  an indus t r ia l  town bringing "several hundreds of families" i n t o  
the town and causing the  building of the Cherwell area and Grimsbury, 
but there seem t o  be many serious objections t o  t h i s  hypothesis. The 
expinsion of the b u i l t  up area of the town and the boom i n  the bui lding 
industry of the l a t e  40's c lear ly  began bcfcre the a r r iva l  of Samuslson 
and a t  the t i n e  when railway schemes begarr t o  be discussed seriously, 
a d  the  rate of  building does not seem t o  have increased during the 
f i f t i e s :  there  was ra ther  a noticeable decline i n  the number of ac t ive  
building firms. The foundry did not a t  all increase the  r a t e  of growth 
of the population 5ut  r a the r  there was a f r ac t ions l ly  slower r a t e  o f  
growth i n  tho f50's and 60's than i n  %he two decades before 1851. 
IrnniQation wcs n o t  a notable f n c t o r  i n  the grcwth of the town i n  th s  
30's  and 40's md all evidence suggests t h a t  it did not increase i n  the  

IJIost of t he  first houses b u i l t  i n  ecdern Gfimsbury seem 

It vmuld seem 

Meeting t o  consider railway schomes, which brought such high Toriss 

' 

Such expansion as there  was i n  Banbury after 



50' S. The Britannia Vorks, togcthor with other  manufacturing con- 
cams9 may have contributed t o  the prosperity of  the 5 0 ' s  and 60% 
by reducing the high por r a t e s ,  of which Alfred Beesley cornplsined 
i n  18419 and by creat ing n greater  capacity t o  consume among the 
working classas, but Banbury remiricd throughout the  nineteenth 
century a mzrket town dependent chiefly on t rade  with the  surround- 
i n g  countrrsidc, m e r e  was no economic revolutiolz i n  1848 and the 
mcny chenges Gf the  nineteenth centuqy were &Je t o  a r i s i n g  papul- 
a t ion  and expanding t rede and not merely to  the  establishment of 
one perticul'v factory. 

B.S. Trinder. B,h. 

PRINCIPAL SO'JTtCES 

Beesley, History o f  Banbury. 
Bodleinn LiSrery. Cuttings relating t o  Banbury. 
(GA Oxcn. Octavoe 989-995) 
Herbert. Shoemzker's Window. 
Potts. Banbury through 100 years. 
Regort of the Secretary of the Assistant Hand. 
Loom Weavers' Commissioners. 1838. 
Rusher's L i s t s  and Dirmtor ies  of Banbury. 
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* * * * * * * * *  

EXCAVATIOXS AT SULGRAVE, XORTHAIVTS. 
1960 - 1961. 

Among the more common monuments i n  the midlands of &gland 
I 

~ 

a r e  the earthwork "cast les t t9  which i n  mzny cilses mark the s i t e  of 
the  former administrative centre  o f  the eleventh or twelfth cent- 
ury manor and the residence of i t s  lord. While the  predoninating 
form of such cas t l e s  i s  the  '%fotte-and-hilcy", i n  Northants f o u r  
s i t e s  - Farthingstone, Long BuckbjT, Culwort'n and Sulgrave - stand 
out from the r e s t  o f  the  cGunty by v i r tue  o f  the c i r cu la r  o r  oval 
enclosures which here replace the  mottos. O f  these,  Sulgravc 
shov~s a well-preserved rampart some eight t o  t en  f e e t  high, en- 
c losing an oval erea one hundrod m d  twenty f e e t  i n  diameter from 
c re s t  t o  crest ,  The s i t e  l i e s  imncdiatoly t o  west o f  the snr ish 
church, 09 the end o f  a low, f l a t  spur running down the  axis of a 
wide valley: although the  church i t s e l f  is predominantly of eorljr 
fourteenth century date, t h i s  c lose associztion of  church and 
rnaoria .1  centre i s  one tha t  i s  r q e a t e d  i n  many p a r t s  of England 

I 



( 141 1 
and VJal cs. 

Until recently,  surprisingly l i t t l e  work has been done on 
eleventh and. twelf th  century esrthworks of t h i s  class. 
a t r i a l  excavation was carr ied out i n  1960 by the present wr i te r  on 
behalf of the Departrnsnt of Archaeolog, Queen's University of Belfast: 
the information thus obtained was augmented by a second season during 
July of 1961. 

considerably greater  archaeological importance than previously imag- 
ined. The limestone subsoil  has 2reservcd perfectly the foundation 
trenches nnd post-holes cf a large H a l l ,  some eighteen f ee t  wide by 
at l ea s t  s ix ty  f e e t  langs t h i s  i s  o f  heavy tiribered construction, the 
former posit ions of the main walls being indiczted by sil l-beaa 
trenches two f ee t  widc by one foot deep. Approximately one quarter  of  
the building i s  divided from the r G s t  by i? cross-passage leading 
between two opposed doorways ,md flankod by a cross-screen, while what 
may be thought of  its t h s  " s o l a r "  end appears t o  have been b u i l t  from 
the f i r s t  of  dry-stone walling, The pottery from t h i s  Ball includes 
imported E. Anglian Glazzd w r e s  and loca l  imitations of the  St. 
Neot's type o f  pottery, and shows that  the building w a s  i n  use &wing  
the e a r l i e s t  par t  o f  the  eleventh century. 

eleventh century, while a cornplote re-organization o f  the  i n t e r i o r  
layout o f  the site, involving the absndonrncnt o f  the or iginal  s i t i n g  
of the  Hall, seems t o  heve taken place before occupntim o f  the s i t e  
f i n a l l y  came t o  an end i n  the second quarter of t h o  t m l f t h  century. 

So fnr, work on the  s i t e  has a i m d  at  reccvering the plan of the 
eleventh ccntury Hall9 which i s  v i r t u a l l y  unique a t  present by rezson 
of i ts  early date  and the  wealth o f  s t ruc tura l  de t a i l  recovered. It 
i s  hoped tha t  a t h i r d  season's work w i l l  be carr ied out i n  the summer 
of 1962 t o  detcmine the exact re la t ionship between the Hall i t s e l f  
and the d i tch  cad aassive rampart which at present enclose what 
appears t o  be one of the very few pre-Conquest Late-Saxon "inor Houses 
t o  be discovered i n  k g l a n d  t o  date. 

Accordingly<, 

The excavcitions carr ied out so fa r  have shown tha t  the s i t e  is  of 

Subsequent modifications of t h i s  s t ruc ture  date from the  l a t e r  

OXFORDSHIRE RURAL COPiMJ3ITY COLTKCIL. 

Local History Committee, 

One of the  standing committees of the  Oxfordshire Rural Community 
Council i s  concerned with local h i s tory  i n  the county, i n  a l l  i t s  
aspacts, and scrving upon it, amng oth3rs, a re  represcntatives of 
the Bodleian Library, the dshmolem IJuseuTr;, the  County Xdcord Office, 
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the  V?,EeA. and the various local archeological and h i s to r i ca l  
societ ies .  

l o c a l  h i s tory  exhibit ions i n  villages, nnd s o  fcr  about twenty- 
f i v e  have been held. Be are a’olc t o  help with publicity,  with an 
insurs ice  scheme, i n  providing speakers and lending the epidiascope 
f o r  t he  display cf old pictures  and photographs, and e s p c c i d l y  
parliaps, by the support o f  members cf thc connittee a t  the  exhib- 
i t i o n s  thenselves. These exhibi t ions not only rouse in-bcrest i n  
the  v i l l ages  ccnccrned, but thcrc  i s  a “tWo-wsy” t r a f f i c  whereby 
the  t reasurzs  which come t o  light may be of @cat i n t e r e s t  t o  us. 
For exc?n?le, when old documents are produced, m e  can, i f  the 
owner wishes it, of fer  t o  rocord then at the National Register 
of iirchivcs, and t o  t r y  t o  f i nd  a place of  snfety f o r  then, 
Tlith materizi  of  other kinds, we can record i t s  whereabouts i n  
order t o  sugpcrt the claim t h a t  a rnusc?u;n i s  noodod unless these 
t rcasurcs  2z-e ultimately t o  be l o s t ,  

A few ycsrs  ago, a Villags ScrGp Book competition w a s  
o r p n i s c d  by the  cornnittee, f o r  which the Oxford Times most  kindly 
provided prizes.  
of judges from outside the county decided upon t h e i r  r e l a t i v e  
merits. Emh of  the books submitted h , ~ d  i t s  own par t icu lar  
i n t e r e s t ,  and a rea l ly  Izrg;a amount of information v m s  gleaned 
from thorn. It i s  hoped thizt it mzy be possible f o r  t h e i r  owners 
t o  add t o  them as  time pesses, and s o  t o  keep the  v i l l age  h is tory  
up t o  date. 

t o  f ind ,  i n  every tom and v i l lege  i n  the czunty, a local  corres- 
pondent who i s  asked t o  l e t  us know when anything of i n t e r e s t  - 
froin the discovery of  a Roman coin, t o  the widening of the  o l d  
bridge - occurs i n  the vil lage.  !?his infornation i s  typed o n t o  
specie1 f o r m s ,  which are kept a t  the  Headquarters o f  the  County 
Library, i y ?  Oxford, and so are available for anyone who vishes 
t o  consult then. From time t o  t i n e ,  w8 nsk OUT correspozdents 
t o  undsrtdce a part icular  piacc of work, and ju s t  now th$y are 
e n g q c d  upcn recording the i n s c r i p t i m s  on Gzvestoncs, memorial 
t a b l e t s  and old buildings. 
ing of typcs cf farm gztes, many of which are  rapidly d i sappa r ing  
t o  give plece t o  modern ga tes  which make the entrance t o  f i e l d s  
eas ie r  f o r  t ractors .  

We n w  h w e  about seventy corrcspondants, but we should be 
glad t o  have mmy more, and if an;. reader of t h i s  z r t i c l e  would 

One of  the comnittoefs a c t i v i t i e s  has been the sponsoring of 

Over t h i r t y  e n t r i e s  were received and a pznel 

Lpart f r o m  these special e f fo r t s ,  the cornmittee i s  t ry ing  

A fu r the r  project m?,y bc thc  r x o r d -  



c8re t o  help i n  t h i s  iiJay, w i l l  he o r  she please gct i n  tauch with 
the Local I-iistory Organiser, O,R,C.C. Iiadow Hsuse, 20, Bcaurnont 
S t ree t ,  Oxford, who K i l l  GLndly supply more d e t a i l s  cbcut the sdiemc. 

F i n d l y ,  a srnzll cormittee has bsen deputed by the Local History 
Committee t o  dcel with the l o c a l  work of the  Nat iond  Xc,$ster of  
Archives. FIe sre most concerned t o  record for the  RegTster, a l l  
kinds of  docurncnts - p n i s h  pspers ,  fan i ly  papers, dccuments r e l a t i n g  
t o  e s t a t e s ,  especially maps and I lans ,  local t rade and business 
reccrds,  old d ia r ies ,  etc.  A l l  the informntion we receive i s  
t r ea t ed  as confiJent ia l ,  and we should be very glad t o  hear from 
owners o f  clccumcnts, i f  they would allow us t o  l i s t  t h e i r  papers 
f o r  t he  R9gistcr. If there  i s  any d i f f i cu l ty  about t h e i r  szife- 
keeping, wz~e w i l l  gladly advise o n  t h i s  subject also. 
t o  the  Local H i s t n y  Organiscr, as above, 

Plessc! wri te  

G.M, Hutchinson. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

Local History Exhibitions - 
Wednesday, 28th March, 1962 a t  7.30 

Swerf ord Tuesday, 23rd January, 1962 a t  7.30 

South Lcigh Thursday, 15th I~krch, 1962 a t  8.0 

The Oxfordshire Rural Communitg Cotmcil wauld be very glad 
t o  welcome rnerhers of t hc  Local History Committee a t  the above 
meetings, and i f  possible, m 7 F l l  he lp  them with transport .  

I U P  0 R T A  N 2.l 

Please n o t e  tint t h e  iVovember m e t i n g  i s  a d a y  e a r l i e r  than o r i g i n a l l y  
announced. I t  is  now on idonday, 27th November as a concert i s  being 
b l d  on the T m s d a y .  



c o a R E s P G N D E IT c E 

S i r ,  

I was very in te res ted  i n  the  Qucrios cn poge130 o f  the  
Septenibcr nuaber of C&u eC Cockhorse, and looked through socc 
o l d  l e t t e r s  i n  my possessim. John  C7inn1tmrlin, the f a t h m  
of Williaa Hunt Charilberlin, leased CroFredy Lawn and died in  
1816. I do not knsw whzn V.H. CharmSerlin followed h i s  
f a the r  2-t t he  farm, The earliest l e t t m s  fron Cropredy Lam 
belong t o  the late 1820% o r  e m l y  1830's ,?ad. I do not know 
the date when WO€€. Chamberlin went there  o r  l e f t  it. 9c was 
residing a t  Addsrbury HOUSG by 1841 and I bel ieve remeined 
there till h i s  death i n  1851. 
with a youq-er r e l a t ive ,  1v7illiaz Chembcrlin, t o  farm at 
Cropredy L a m  but the l s t t e r  went ax2-y i n  1847. 
the owner a t  t ha t  period was S i r  John Cope. 
who followed VJillim Chamberlin, 
inforr-iation I have i s  very scanty. 

I n  1843 he made 3n agreement 

I believe 
I do no t  know r 

1 I a a f r a i d  tho amount o f  
I 

4 

B6.G. STOKES (Eliss) 

63 , Uount Drive 
I?. HZLTTOW, 

Middx. 

- 
Duplicstac? by E, G. Lcndcr, Addcrtiurg Ylest Banbury, Oxono 



OXFORD ARCHITECTURAL iWD H1S'IORICA.L 

SOCIETY 

"lie Society i s  concerned with the  archaeology h i s t o r y  

and arch i tec ture  o f  the  Oxford region. 

include l e c t u r e s ,  excursions end the publication of an annual 

journal ,  Oxoniensa. The Society also endeavours t o  preserve 

and safeguard loca l  bui ldings and monuments. 

( t o  include Oxoniensa) one guinon. 

t e n  s h i l l i n g s .  Apply Hon. Treasurer, O.A. & H.S. 

Ashmolean lduseum, Oxford. 

I ts  a c t i v i t i e s  

Full membership 

Ordinary membership 
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