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This edition of Cake and Cockhorse contains a continuation of the 
Banbury Theatre article. There a re  also two more articles which will be 
continued i n  future editions: "Banbury Races" and "The Chamberlain's 
Role in Banbury" a re  both interesting articles and deserve space to expand 
their  themes, hence their serialisation. 

vance but for its humour - I hope it i s  appreciated. 

the Society i s  planning an  interesting season of Summer visits. These a re  
being organised by Dr  Rivers and details will be available soon. 

"Copy of a Painter's Bill 

Following a very successful ser ies  of Autumn and Winter lectures, 

i s  included not for its historical rele- 

D . A . H .  

Cover illustration: Banbury Town Seal of 1574 
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THE BANEBURY HORSE RACES : a study of recreation i n  an Oxfordshire 
market Town. 

No social history of Banbury would be complete without including an 
account of the horse racing which, appealing to the upper and lower classes 
alike, played an important par t  in the seasonal calendar of popular diver- 
sions. 

held at  intervals over  a twenty year  period, followed by a lapse of ninety 
years.  There was a revival in the second quarter  of the 19th century when 
the sport  had i ts  hey-day, and the town became the scene for some lively 
and successful racing. In i t s  ear ly  phase racing appears,  on the sl im 
evidence available, to have been the most prominent organised activity in 
relation to the social life of the town. This stands in direct  contrast  with 
the l a t e r  period when new social institutions were in the process  of trans- 
forming the entire pattern of popular recreation. At this t ime and until i t s  
cessation in 1846, racing, though still a great favourite with pleasure- 
seeking crowds, was only one among the many le isure  pursuits carr ied on 
within the community. 

To understand and appreciate the role that racing as a recreation 
has played in society generally, and i n  any one locality in particular,  one 
needs to look f i rs t  a t  the historical background and also the nature of the 
sport during i ts  most important phase of development. 

the need for improving the general quality of the English horse through the 
breeding of thoroughbreds for racing purposes. The racecourse was an 
ideal testing ground for speed, strength and stamina which were the main 
qualities looked for in the selective breeding of high-mettle racers. 
Encouraged by royal patronage horse breeding became the absorbing 
interest of the nobility and gentry,  and race meetings were se t  up in many 
parts of the kingdom, notably at  Epsom and Newmarket. In Oxfordshire 
races began to take place on Burford Downs in the 1620s, and were held 
on one occasion at  Oxford in 1630. 

Like many other  recreational activities racing fell into abeyance 
during the Commonwealth, but saw a revival af ter  the Restoration when 
it rapidly developed as a fashionable sport  with Newmarket as i t s  centre.  
So great was the enthusiasm of Charles I1 for the sport  that i t  infected the 
whole country. All ove r  England racing was restar ted where i t  had been 
traditional and many new local meetings sprang up i n  the rural  a r e a s  on 
the edge of market towns. 

F rom the la te  17th century onwards racing continued to grow in 
popularity, so that by 1727 annual meetings, according to the f i rs t  racing 
calendar published by John Cheny, were being held near 112 English 
towns.' Between 1680 and 1740 there was such a proliferation of local 
events that Parliament was led to regulate the sport  in 1711, and again in 

Beginning in  the early 18th century the races a t  Banbury w e r e  

Racing owed i t s  r i s e  as a national sport  to J ames  I who recognised 
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1740, in  o r d e r  to ' r e s t r a i n  t h e  e x c e s s i v e  i n c r e a s c ' .  

t u r y  tended t o  be impromptu  and undisciplined a f f a i r s ,  taking place on 
c o u r s e s  which w e r e  t radi t ional  or  organised  on thc  spot .  T h e r c  w e r e  few 
f o r m a l  r u l e s  and th i s  often l e d  t o  confusion and c h i c a n e r y  espcc ia l ly  whcn 
big money and p r e s t i g e  w e r e  a t  s t a k c .  Ehents ,  l as t ing  f r o m  one  to  t h r e e  
d a y s  w e r e  of two k inds  : m a t c h e s  between two h o r s e s ;  and p la tes .  c o m -  
peted for by l a r g e r  f ie lds  - a type of race tha t  w a s  becoming increas ingly  
popular .  In th i s  second c a t e g o r y  w e r e  races r u n  on the  'give-and-take' 
p r inc ip le ,  whereby  a big h o r s e  g a v e  weight to  a s m a l l e r  o n e  accord ing  t o  
a s c a l e  of weight-for-height. 

To e n s u r e  a full d a y ' s  r a c i n g  a well-contested p la te  w a s  run in a 
s e r i e s  of el iminat ing h e a t s ;  the  f i r s t  e n t r a n t  to  win the  m o s t  hea ts  w a s  the  
w i n n e r  of the  event .  As s u c h  races w e r e  usual ly  r u n  o v e r  a four-mile  
c o u r s e ,  three h e a t s ,  which w e r e  qui te  c o m m o n ,  would involve cover ing  
twelve m i l e s  on the  s a m e  d a y .  T h e  ideal h o r s e  for such  grue l l ing  c o n t e s t s  
had to be  big, s t r o n g  and m a t u r e ,  typical ly  five to s i x  y e a r  o l d s  capable  of 
c a r r y i n g  weights  s e l d o m  less than  t e n ,  and often as high as twelve s tone .  
For t h e i r  o w n e r s  much weal th  could a c c r u e  f r o m  w a g e r s ,  p r i z e s ,  and the  
s a l e  of t h e  w i n n e r  a t  the  end  of a r a c e ,  which w a s  f requent ly  a condition 
of e n t r y .  

landowning c l a s s e s  who had the  t i m e  and money t o  lav ish  o n  t h e i r  a n i m a l s  
as status s y m b o l s ,  and  to indulge t h e i r  pass ion  for  gambl ing  which w a s  
t h e  m a i n  a t t rac t ion  of a l l  race g a t h e r i n g s .  It w a s  the  nobility, s q u i r e a r c h y  
and  gent lemen of m e a n s  ( f a r m e r s  included) ,  uninhibited by any c e n t r a l  
a u t h o r i t y ,  who cont ro l led  local race e v e n t s ,  which they organised  for t h e i r  
own and t h e i r  f r iends '  benefi t .  They w e r e  both the  c o m p e t i t o r s  and 
p r o m o t e r s  : providing the  horses which they r o d e  themselves '  (though the  
h i r e  of profess iona l  jockeys  w a s  i n c r e a s i n g ) ;  and  f inancing t h e  p r i z e s ,  to 
t h e  va lue  of up  to 50 g u i n e a s ,  e i t h e r  in  t h e  form of a P l a t e  (a s i l v e r  c u p ,  
d i s h  o r  bowl), o r  a P u r s e  of co in .  

In the  w i d e r  social context  race m e e t i n g s  r e p r e s c n t e d  a form of 
o r g a n i s e d  en ter ta inment  not  e n t i r e l y  exc lus ive  to the  pr ivi leged l e i s u r c  
classes. The p a t r o n s  of the  s p o r t ,  far f r o m  b a r r i n g  s p e c t a t o r s  w e r e  pre-  
p a r e d  to s h a r e  t h e i r  p l e a s u r e s  free of charge with the  loca l  populace for 
w h o m  r a c i n g  w a s  o n e  of t h e  few highl ights  of t h e i r  soc ia l  ca lendar .  T h u s  
t h e  r i c h  man ' s  indulgence b e c a m e  t h e  working-man's  popular  holiday. 
Indeed i t  would h a v e  been imposs ib le  t o  k e e p  o u t  the  c r o w d s  s i n c e  meet ings  
w e r e  held on any  p i e c e  of rough open ground ava i lab le  : on c o m m o n s ,  
w a s t e s ,  h e a t h s ,  p a s t u r e s  o r  meadows which l a y  outs ide  vi l lages  o r  towns.  

i m p o r t a n t  urban  c e n t r e s  by the  end of t h e  17th century  : at Oxford and  
B u r f o r d  w h e r e  the  s p o r t  had  roya l  connect ions;  and  a t  Woodstock and  
Chipping Norton.  In t h e  e a r l y  18th c c n t u r y  m e e t i n g s  w e r e  s t a r t e d  at 

Local o r  'country '  race meet ings  throughout  m o s t  of the  18th cen-  

Apar t  f r o m  hunting, r a c i n g  w a s  the  favour i te  d i v e r s i o n  of thc 

In  O x f o r d s h i r e  r a c i n g  w a s  a l r e a d y  wel l -es tabl ished n e a r  s e v e r a l  
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Goring, Henley, B ices t e r  and Banbury. 
The ea r l i e s t  official documentary evidence for racing at Banbury 

appears in  John Cheny's published l i s t  of matches and plates which began 
in 1727. Meetings are recorded for  1727-9 when three-day fixtures were  
held in late July o r  August, with one race being run  in heats on each day 
for P la tes  varying in value f rom f10-f40. 

light, it  i s  now known that racing at Banbury began much earlier than 1727. 
Among the pieces of plate auctioned at Chr is t ie ' s  in London in 1941, was  a 
George I plain silver-gilt punch bowl engraved with a racehorse  and 
jockey and inscribed "Silver Tail 'd Betty",  and on the o the r  s ide ,  "Banbury 
Town Pla te ,  1720". by Thomas Parr. The  piece,  which weighed 55 ozs. 
12 dwts. was  sold for ~ 3 3 0 . ~  F r o m  the inscription the pr ize  would appear  
to be the so le  reminder  of racing in this period s ince  no official record  
has survived. Valuable though th is  new piece of evidence i s ,  it does not 
preclude the possibility that race meetings could a l ready  have been esta- 
blished p r i o r  to 1720. 

da r  which r eco rds  that races were  renewed in  1734, when Banbury was  one 
among s ix  towns in the county to offer racing between June and O ~ t o b e r . ~  
There was  spor t  in Banbury f rom 1735-6. and again on July 25th, 1738 
when a t  a poorly subscribed meeting, only two h o r s e s  r an  for a 50 guinea 
Plate. 1739 (September 4th-6th) marked the l a s t  meeting for nine decades 
when the event was  graced  by the prcsence  of the P r ince  and P r i n c e s s  of 
Wales while on a visit  to Wroxton Abbey, the family seat of the Norths, 
l a te r  E a r l s  of Guilford. The town turned out to present  the royal couple 
with a cake, and the occasion was  l a t e r  commemora ted  by an  obelisk 
erected on a prominence in the Wroxton grounds.  

The introduction of racing to Banbury in the ear ly  18th century 
must sure ly  have some  connection with the decline of the puritan domina- 
tion of town life,  and the corresponding r i s e  of a r i s tocra t ic  influence of 
the North family as benefactors and political patrons of the borough. 
Throughout most of the 17th century when Banbury was  a stronghold of 
religious rad ica l i sm there  was  l i t t le organised public entertainment,  and 
it i s  likely that traditional a l e s ,  games ,  and dances were  s te rn ly  frowned 
upon, perhaps even suppressed .  For the ord inary  townsfolk social  life 
revolved around the inns which served  as recreational cen t r e s  for news, 
refreshment,  company and the opportunity for s o m e  petty gaming. Into 
this long subdued social  environment rac ing  made i t s  f i r s t  appearance as 
an arranged recrea t ion  associated with the town, no doubt providing a free 
spectacle fo r  the inhabitants who would have gathered to watch the sporting 
elite at play. Where this took place is entirely a ma t t e r  of conjecture,  
though two alternative suggestions a r e  offered. A cour se  may have been 
laid out on the commons, or  in one of the seve ra l  pas ture  closes o r  old 
enclosures surrounding the hamle t  of Neithrop; or, which s e e m s  more  

Owing to a fortuitous piece of evidence that has  recently come to 

La te r  racing activit ies continued to be covered by Cheny's calen- 

5 
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0 X F 0 R D 5 I i  I U E ,  1789 

B A  N I U n T. 

N the 19th Day of 7.4 a 40 1. Plate WII run 0 brat  Embrrj. free for fuch a i  never won 80 
Guineas. carrying I a ) .  4 Guinm ~VII ICC. .. u w  

X F S :  
Mr.EmrrrChef.M h 76, b. 

WhichPrile a u r e n  by theHon 

Sir H8npbrj h+ki'a $hef.b. 
S/d b8RlW. 

Mf. ! d f J ' S  Bay M~ h'l/arm. 3 1 2 

Mr. J f i l l m d ,  Chef. H. Cdlin- 1 b. 
H r  Lagtt#' iCrcyH A'mtm. 5 I r .  
Mr SbrpprrEa Bay H. Durr j .  6 dr. 

On the fame C o d e  the following b y  was I 
to1 P l ~ t c  for C & ~ I ~ I ,  9p. the highrfl give and 
u t c  me Cuinca eatranre, which Prize w u  won by 

I r w r .  

P X F  
) I 3 1  

Ca t Crwibr'I  Chef. hf Crrrpirg 

Mr. Hddmrr'r GreyG S&pjar& .  3 I I 
Mr. Enr's Bay M Pray  gr iwr i  

hG. Kindrid's Grry H Dtnrr fm.  

L;1lJ. 

mr. 
I r .  

On the fme Cowre on the jill &U, w u  L fro 
Phn of 10 1. nlnc .  tut the winua to be fokl Fa 
30 Cuincu. z Guinur cnuuyc. 

Thii Rize IVU won Slr El- 
ward ObrirrS Bay %. H w h  
rbnmba. 

hi. q#ti#gJ Grey H. Lar. 
M e  of h i r j r r ' i  Grey H. f ir-  

Enter for all chrre on the 14th lit/*. 

Racing Fixtures a t  Banbury in 1729 and 1734 
Reproduced by kind permission of the Bodleian Library 
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likely, on the Banbury o r  G r i m s b u r y  Moors which may have  a l r e a d y  
become a t radi t ional  venue for races when they w e r e  held t h e r e  towards  
the mid 19th century .  T h i s  w a s  a n  area of meadowland lying outs ide  t h e  
Banbury town boundary on the  Nor thamptonshi re  s i d e  of the  Cherwel l ,  
north of the east end of Banbury Br idge .  T h e  Moors are r e f e r r e d  to as old 
enclosed ground i n  the  1765 E n c l o s u r e  Award  for Warkworth and C r i m s -  
bury. 

period one need look no f u r t h e r  than Cheny.  T h e  f ix tures  which are taken  
f rom h i s  c a l e n d a r  for the  y e a r s  1729 and 1734 (see i l lus t ra t ion)  publish the 
conditions of e n t r y ,  o w n e r s ,  h o r s e s ,  weights ,  p r i z e s  and r e s u l t s .  ' T h e  
cvents a p p e a r  to  have been s i m p l e  a f f a i r s  put on by and for the  local  g e n t r y ,  
gent lemen,  f a r m e r s  and a few m e m b e r s  of the  m i l i t a r y  and a r i s t o c r a c y ,  
though t h e r e  is no way of knowing who o r  how many r o d e  t h e i r  own h o r s e s .  

owning family i n  the reg ion ,  t h e  Nor ths  of Wroxton m u s t  have played s o m e  
par t  i n  t h e  pa t ronage  of loca l  spor t ing  ac t iv i t ies .  Knowing of t h e i r  reputa-  
tion as g r e a t  benefac tors  of the borough,  one  would expect  that  no smal l  
contribution w a s  made  t o w a r d s  t h e  s p o n s o r s h i p  of t h e  race that  w a s  r u n  for 
the "Banbury Town Plate" in 1720. Y e a r s  l a t e r  in  1739 when t h e  l a s t  race 
meeting at Banbury w a s  held in the  p r e s e n c e  of roya l ty ,  t h e  Nor ths  as t h e i r  
hosts  would v e r y  probably have  been r e s p o n s i b l e  for the  organisa t ion  of 
the event .  

After 1739 t h e r e  w a s  t o  b e  no m o r e  r a c i n g  a t  Banbury for near ly  
a century,  the  r e a s o n  for which may b e  a t t r ibu ted  t o  one or  a combinat ion 
of fac tors  : the  withdrawal  of pa t ronage  o r  local s u p p o r t ;  a r e s u r g e n c e  of 
puritan opposition to rowdy a m u s e m e n t s ;  t h e  lack  of a su i tab le  venue; or  
simply because  the  s p o r t  went out  of fashion.  A s  a l r e a d y  mentioned local 
racing i n  the 18th century  tended t o  b e  a spontaneous  and haphazard  
activity, with meet ings  spr inging  up i n  d i f fe ren t  loca l i t i es ,  only to d i s s a -  
ppear  after a few s e a s o n s .  Nowhere is t h i s  b e t t e r  demonst ra ted  than in  
Oxfordshire  w h e r e  rac ing  in  s e v e r a l  towns followed the s a m e  b r i e f  and 
intermit tent  pa t te rn  : B i c e s t e r  (1716-18, 1722, 1733-4); Banbury (in o r  
before 1720, 1727-29, 1734-6, 1738-9); Gor ing  (1731-32); and Henley 
(1732, 1734-5, 1738-39).' Out  of t h e s e  only B i c e s t e r  and Banbury saw a 
revival of the  s p o r t  i n  t h e  next century .  

appears  in  Bai ly 's  Racing R e g i s t e r  for 1831, though evidence f r o m  the local 
p r e s s  indicates  a s l ight ly  e a r l i e r  d a t e ,  a s  wel l  as providing s o m e  in te res -  
ting de ta i l s  concern ing  t h e  organisa t ion  of  the  s p o r t  and its a m e n i t i e s .  On 
April 24th 1830 a not ice  a p p e a r e d  in  J a c k s o n ' s  Oxford J o u r n a l  (hereaf te r  
r e f e r r e d  to as J O J )  announcing that  "A v e r y  l i b e r a l  subscr ip t ion  h a s  been 
commenced a t  Banbury.  which h a s  been a s s i s t e d  by a l l  the  respec tab le  
inhabitants, for the  purpose  of es tab l i sh ing  and continuing the Banbury 
Races ,  which w e r e  l a s t  y e a r  so v e r y  n u m e r o u s l y  at tended . . . 
30 

6 

For a c l e a r  idea  of t h e  c h a r a c t e r  of t h e  Banbury races i n  the e a r l y  

In  view of t h e i r  influence as the  m o s t  wealthy and powerful land- 

T h e  f i r s t  official r e c o r d  of the  renewal  of rac ing  at Banbury 

T h i s  w a s  



followed by another announcement on July 31st : "The Race Course at  
Banbury has been very much improved for the ensuing races; it is  now 
nearly two miles in extent, having been greatly enlarged since las t  year ,  
and i t  i s  in excellent o rde r .  A grand stand will be erected for the accom- 
modation of the nobility and gentry.  An immense number of persons 
attended the r aces  las t  yea r ,  and from the extensive preparations, and the 
excellent thorough-bred ho r ses  already entered, there  i s  no doubt that the 
company on the present occasion will be very numerous". All hopes were 
fulfilled and the JOJ was able to report  on August 14th that the races  held 
on August 6th ".. . afforded much amusement to an immense assemblage 
of the neighbouring gentry and others  ". According to the Oxford University 
and City Herald the course was in excellent condition, and 8-10,000 spec- 
ta tors  attended the event where 'Iharmony and good humour prevailed". 

The high-summer season in Banbury continued to be enlivened 
by s imi l a r  meetings in the following two yea r s .  During this period racing 
w a s  carr ied on against a background of momentous events that were to 
change the whole political and social climate of the town. These and the 
development of local racing in the 19th century will be discussed in the 
next issue.  

Footnotes 
1 

Eve1 yn Brown-Gran t 

John Cheny : "An Historical List of all the Horse-Matches, and all 
Plates  and P r i zes  run for  in England and Wales (of the value of Ten 
pounds and upwards)". London 1727-49. 
These might be thoroughbred o r  halfbred racers and hunters; hacks and 
also Galloways (a type of animal half-way between horse and pony, so- 
called because of their  resemblance to small  Scottish racehorses).  

3 Hurst Collection (Dec. 3rd,  1941), Banbury Library. 
4 June 11-13 : Woodstock 

August 27-29 : Banbury 
August 27-30 : Oxford 
September 10-11 : Chipping Norton 
September 24-26 : Bicester  
October 7-9 : Henley 
This was the fullest programme of fixtures to be arranged in Oxford- 
sh i r e  between 1727 and 1739. 

Bodl. MS. Top. Northants. b.6. 

permission of the Curators  of the Bodleian Library. 
Bodl. MSS. Top. Oxon, d. 203 : P. Manning : "Sports and pastimes 
pursued in Oxford and neighbourhood down to about 1850 : Horse-racing". 

2 

5 Victoria County History, Vol. X ,  pp. 15, 17; Vol. Ix, p. 173. 
6 
7 Bodl. Vet. A.4 e.640, pp. 103, 104 (1729); p. 76 (1734). By kind 

8 
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V E M T It I Z @ Q IJ 1 !!RE!, 

AND .VOCAL ?DIVERTISEMENTS. 
I 

A GANG OF TMIEVES, LEAVING A WOOP; 

~ ~~ 

u01ln o p a  d S E V E N ,  nnd Prrformnncc 16c&&ncc d IIALF-PAST SEVE.VO':+.. 

Mr. Hill, Parson's Street, and of Mr._Ru::er. Market-Place. 
Boxer 2s. Pit In. Gallery 6d. Children IialT-price to the Rorea.and Fit. Tickeb to' b e @ a  

. . J .  C. RUSBER, PRI,NJESL 

Playbill 1838 
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BANBURYTHEATRE 
PART 2 

PLAYS. EXTRAVAGANZAS AND OTHER DlVEIiSlONS 

Following thc f i rs t  ar t ic le  on the Theatre' this piecc looks at  the 
many uses  of the Theatre and also at  thc types of cntcrtainment prescntcd. 
There are a number of original Playbills extant dating from 1798 to 18612; 
thcsc give an excellent description of the various entertainments which took 
place. 

the Church Lane Theatre o r  i ts  predcccssor in Butchers Shzmbles. Unfor- 
tunately no local papers were established beforc 1831 and they a r e  thc only 
source which could give the date when one theatre replaced the other. It i s  
not possible to say which playbills go with which theatre until 1832, when a 
playbill advertises the "New Theatre " Church Lane, Banbury, when previ- 
ously they had been addrcsscd as "The Theatre" Banbury. 

cr ibes  a programme of two tragedies entitled "Fair  Penitent and Don Juan" .  
The la t ter  play i s  described as a grand tragic pantomimical entertainment, 
so it would seem "tragedy" i s  being used very looscly. This is in total 
contrast  to the playbill for Millers Theatre of Arts ,  a company from 
London, who promiscd some spectacular entertainments in thc form of 
theatrical paintings aided by devclopments in mcchanics and special effects. 
These included:- 

It i s  unclear whether the ea r l i e r  playbills arc advertisements for 

The ear l ies t  playbill found in my search datcs from 1798, it des- 

"Voyage to the North Pole"  which will be heightened by floating 
icebergs,  s ea l s ,  whalcs, bears ,  sledges, dogs, e t c . ,  e tc . ,  and 
two sai lors  pursuing a bcar  which thcy shoot and c a r r y  away, also 
"A City in China". In the coursc of the piecc will bc introduced 
a number of palanquins carr ied by men. parties of travelling 
Chinese on camels ,  with a variety of boats and barges on the river: 
To conclude with a representation of a beautiful elephant with a 
finale of a s to rm a t  sea and spectacular exhibition". 
Although this playbill i s  undated i t  does makc reference to the 

event of the opening of the new London Bridge as it appeared on 1st August 
1831. 

entertainment which generally took placc at  the Theatre,  the play i s  followed 
by a selection of songs finishing off with a farce. 

The 1832 poster for  "She stoops to Conquer" i s  crucial ,  sincc it i s  
the f i rs t  hill to mention Church Lane and also the Jackman Family including 
Mr. Fenton, Mr. Hartley, and M r .  Partleton who had all by now marr ied 
into the Jackman family. Again w e  see the formula of a comedy, songs and 
a musical farce. 

The next two posters  for  1838 both advertise events a t  the Theatre 
when the Jackmans were not there .  It must be remembered that they only 

The 1823 postcr for  "Rob Ray" is more traditional to the type of 
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THEATRE, .* ,. *.$ BANBURY, 
< -  

u p  

FOR THE BENEFIT OF 

\Vho respectfully snlirits tlie pntronngc a n d  support of the 1.mller and Gentlemen of R a n -  
. hiiry o i d  its Vicinity. triistiiig that thc ciitcrtalniilcnt; selected \t i l l  eiiJure the apprubstiuii 

o f  thosc who Inay lionor the Theotre with their preience.  

ON \YEDNESDAY EVENING,  P E K  14,1844, 
. I -  

Wil l  be pesct i t td the fatorile Opeia of 

DANCING, BV MR, PARTLETON AND THE MISSES JACKMAN, 

Playbill 1844 
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performed in Banbury for the first few months of the y e a r ,  and so the 
Thea t re  was used by o the r  companies fo r  the r e s t  of the yea r .  The two 
evenings advertised both offered various exciting prospec ts  of entertain- 
ment. Monsieur Ching, Illusionist and Magician Extraordinaire and 
M r .  Newman, the ce lebra ted  Ventriloquist, giving h i s  imitations of a "Gang 
of SmugglersfT, a Wang of Thieves leaving a Wood" and Hornets,  Ekes and 
Wasps. His wife sang seve ra l  Spanish, Italian and English songs during 
the evening. This  shows how the Theatre really was a family affair. A 
poster for  "Love in a Village1t dated 1844 again shows the talents of the 
Jackmans  who sing, act and dance in the show. Another pos te r  for 1846 
again i l lus t ra tes  the unusual entertainments which filled the Theatre when 
the Jackmans  weren' t  performing. "The Fa i r i e s t t  by Mr .  J .  E. Carpenter 
w a s  billed as a "Musical Entertainment on popular fa i ry  supersti t ions,  
tradit ions,  h i s tory ,  antiquities etc.,  entitled "An Hour in Fairyland". 

and unfortunately typescript  cannot convey the impact and style of the orig- 
inal playbills. The pos te r  for  "Footpad J o e "  dated January  31st 1848 was  
particularly interesting fo r  a number of reasons .  It descr ibes  the "New 
Drama  dramatised for  the purpose of showing the high training of M r .  A .  
Abel's dogs, Hector and Wallace" showing that they had live animals on 
stage in the 19th century.  This  was  followed by another unusual act  "Poses 
Plastique" where the pe r fo rmers  assumed poses of cha rac t e r s  from Greek 
and Roman Mythology. The  name of the Theatre has  a l so  now changed to 
"Theatre Royal Banbury until this t imc it had been called "New Theatre 
Banbury" o r  "Theatre Banbury ". Fur the r  information on this playbill is 
particularly useful; it l i s t s  the nights of performance as Monday, Tuesday, 
Thursday, Friday. It i s  quite surpr i s ing  that t he re  were  no performances 
on Saturday. The Doors opened at 6.30 and the performance commenced 
at 7.00 pm and terminated a t  11.00 pm. I t  stresses that smoking i s  s t r ic t ly  
prohibited and that officers would bc in attendance to p re se rve  o rde r .  

It was probably not uncommon for the re  to be a police presence.  
The Police Station was  in fact beneath the Thea t re  until i t s  removal to  the 
Town Hall in 1854. The pos t e r  also l i s t s  many pieces which were  in 
rehearsa l ,  including "The Bottle ", "The Black Doctor", "The Rag P i c k e r s  
of Paris " and "How to  se t t l e  accounts with your Laundress ! ! 

The l a s t  pos t e r  I have found for the Jackmans '  appearances at the 
Church Lane Theat re  i s  dated March 18th 1861, although newspaper r epor t s  
give details  of appearances in Banbury until 1863. By this t ime the com- 
pany was  being run by C. Jackman and F.  Morgan. Again it has  the old 
formula of a play, songs and a farce. 

a wide range of exciting entertainments.  

family, there  were  a number  of o the r  well-known enter ta iners  with a 
variety of talents,  Lou Warwick3 points out that in 1833, the famous 

Many of the playbills are too large o r  fragile for  reproduction, 

The playbills show that the Banbury audiences were  able to enjoy 

It can  be seen  f r o m  the playbills, that apa r t  f rom the Jackman 
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comedian C h a r l e s  Mathews w a s  going on to Banbury  f r o m  Northampton.  
Similar ly  in  D e c c m b e r  1808, Wr. Mudie respec t fu l ly  informed the  nobility, 
gentry and public in genera l  of Banbury t h a t  h e  had fitted u p  the  o ld  t h e a t r e  
there  i n  a s u p e r i o r  s t y l c  of c legance  and w a s  about  to start a seasontt. T h i s  
is a lso  i n t e r e s t i n g  as i t  mcnt ions the  ltOld T h e a t r c  It poss ib ly  in  Butchers  
Row, o r  is i t  making reference to Church  Lane  as c a r l y  as 1808?  Mudic's 
s i s t e r  w a s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  well known as a dwarf  chi ld  star p e r f o r m e r .  

T h e  J a c k m a n s  a l s o  ca l led  in ta len t  f r o m  the pr incipal  provincial  
and Metropol i tan t h c a t r e s .  On a playbill for J a n u a r y  1846. hlr. J a c k m a n  
introduces h i s  acknowledged s t a r s .  

Mr. W .  Walden - T h c a t r e  Royal ,  Olympic ,  London 
M r .  P r e s c o t t  - T h e a t r e  Royal .  M a n c h e s t e r  
M r  . B a r r y  - Quecns T h e a t r e ,  London 
M r .  K i r k  - T h e a t r e  Royal ,  Windsor  
M r .  Andrews - T h e a t r c  Royal ,  York  
Mr. Stanley - T h c a t r c  Royal ,  B i r m i n g h a m  
M r .  Tannct t  - T h e a t r e  Royal ,  P o r t s m o u t h  
M r .  Smythson - T h e a t r e  Royal ,  Windsor  
M i s s  Kezia  Love - English O p e r a  House .  London 
M r s .  Tannct t  - T h e a t r e  Royal ,  P o r t s m o u t h  
M r s .  B a r r y  - Thcatrc Royal, M a n c h e s t e r .  
E v e r y  season would bcgin with a n  introduct ion to  the company s u c h  

as this  on the  playbill o r  in  the loca l  p a p e r  in forming  the  g e n e r a l  public of 
whom they  would be see ing  in  t h e  T h c a t r c  in  thc  coming s e a s o n .  Occasion-  
ally they would engage spec ia l  g u e s t s  for a l imi ted  per iod ,  for examplc ,  
Mr.  A .  Abel and h i s  Dogs.  In a 1861 p o s t e r  for "AS You Like I t"  we see 
another  such  case "The m a n a g e r s  have  g r c a t  p l e a s u r c  to announce an 
cngagemcnt for a few nights  only with t h e  c c l e b r a t c d  t ragedian ,  M r .  Wyber t  
Rousby, who will a p p c a r  on Thursday  evening ,  M a r c h  21st .  Trave l l ing  
companies  l i k e  IIolloways T h e a t r e  occas iona l ly  v is i ted  Banbury  in  the 
1860's. D r a m a t i c  readings  w e r e  popular  and some of the  profess iona l  
r e a d e r s  who c a m e  to  Banbury included M r s .  O r m a n d e ,  R . K .  L u c a s  and  
Barrow Blake.  It i s  a l s o  believed tha t  C h a r l e s  Dickens once  g a v e  a reading  
on h is  w o r k s  t h e m .  Even a f t e r  the  J a c k m a n s  had le f t ,  the  Banbury T h e a t r e  
still  a t t r a c t e d  top n a m e s  in  e n t e r t a i n m e n t  but for how long r e m a i n s  u n c l e a r .  

V e r o n i c a  Butt 
References: 
1. Cake and Cockhorse ,  Vol.  10. No. 1. 
2 .  Banbury Reference  L i b r a r y ,  H u r s t .  P o t t s ,  R u s h e r s  Col lect ions of 

P laybi l l s  and Banbury Museum.  
3. T h e a t r e  Un-Royal, Lou Warwick 1974. 
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From t h e  e a r l y  BANBURY GUARDIAN 

A case of Grievous Bodily H a r m  

T h e  f i r s t  report is i n  B . G .  24 D e c e m b e r  1851. BOROUGH POLICE: P e t t y  
S e s s i o n s  held in t h e  Town Hall on 22 D e c e m b e r .  

"WILLIAM BRIDGEWATER, a boatman,  w a s  c h a r g e d  with having commit ted  
a m o s t  fe roc ious  a s s a u l t  upon John Pebody,  a boat bui lder .  Pebody for- 
m e r l y  l ived at the  y a r d  n e a r  to the Hardwick Toll G a t e ,  but  h a s  Lately 
r e s i d e d  a t  Itchington: a b r o t h e r  a t tending t o  the b u s i n e s s  at Banbury.  

company a t  t h e  P a c k e t  publ ic  h o u s e ,  in  Banbury,  and  had s o m e  w o r d s  about  
s o m e  borrowed money.  T h e y  fought one round and  w e r e  s e p a r a t e d  by p e r -  
s o n s  p r e s e n t  and a f t e r w a r d s  d r a n k  toge ther .  T h e  d ispute  w a s  renewed,  and 
the p r i s o n e r  t h r e a t e n e d  v io lence  to Pebody.  Af te r  some l i t t l e  t i m e  he 
started suddenly up, and  s e i z i n g  Pebody by the feet ,  d ragged  h i m  f r o m  h i s  
seat and  o n  h i s  back p a r t l y  across the h o u s e ,  then threw h i s  l e g s  violently 
o v e r  t o w a r d s  h i s  h e a d ,  tu rn ing  the  whole of h i s  body o v e r ,  except ing h i s  
head,  which w a s  consequent ly  bur ied  u n d e r  h i s  c h e s t ;  the  p r i s o n e r  then 
threw h imsel f  upon Pebody with h i s  whole weight ,  h i s  k n e e s  p r e s s i n g  upon 
h i s  s h o u l d e r s .  The whole w a s  the  work  of a n  ins tan t ,  and when the  unfor- 
tunate  m a n  w a s  r a i s e d  by the b y s t a n d e r s  h e  w a s  s e n s e l e s s  and mot ionless ,  
and w a s  to  a l l  a p p e a r a n c e s  dead .  He a f t e r w a r d s  r e c o v e r e d  sufficiently to 
be conveyed in  a cart to  h i s  b r o t h e r ' s  w h e r e  h e  s t i l l  r e m a i n s .  M r  C h e s t e r -  
ton [surgeon] .  who w a s  in  a t tendance  upon h i m ,  d e s c r i b e d  t h e  i n j u r i e s  to 
the v e r t e b r a e  of t h e  neck as of a m o s t  s e r i o u s  c h a r a c t e r .  When h e  f i r s t  
saw Pebody h e  supposed  h e  w a s  dying. His  whole body below the neck w a s  
comple te ly  p a r a l y s e d ,  but s e n s a t i o n  had r e t u r n e d  in a way h e  could not have  
ant ic ipated.  St i l l ,  h e  had not  the u s e  of h i s  hands ;  and h e  could not r e p o r t  
h i m  o u t  of d a n g e r .  T h e  p r i s o n e r  w a s  r e m a n d e d  until Monday next; a n  
appl icat ion for bail w a s  re fused ."  

On T h u r s d a y ,  the  11th ins tan t ,  Pebody and  Br idgewater  w e r e  in  

T h e  B . G . ' s  n o r m a l  day  of publ icat ion w a s  T h u r s d a y  each week,  
but b e c a u s e  in  1851 C h r i s t m a s  Day fell on t h i s  day ,  the p a p e r  w a s  
brought  ou t  o n  the Wednesday ,  as happened on s i m i l a r  occas ions .  
P e t t y  S e s s i o n s  in  Banbury  w e r e  held a t  the  Town Hall on Mondays, 
so B r i d g e w a t e r  had  probably been a r r e s t e d  not m o r e  than two o r  
t h r e e  d a y s  e a r l i e r .  T h i s  a r g u e s  tha t  h e  fled from the s c e n e  of t h e  
c r i m e ,  p e r h a p s  in  the confusion c a u s e d  when the b y s t a n d e r s  went  
t o  Pebody's  a i d ,  a n d  o n e  of t h e m ,  a c e r t a i n  Reuben R o b e r t s ,  who 
had gone t o  the  P a c k e t  with Pebody,  and who l a t e r  appeared  as 
the  prosecut ion ' s  o n e  w i t n e s s ,  went  to fetch the  surgeon.  From 
evidence  given a t  the Q u a r t e r  S e s s i o n s '  h e a r i n g  o n  1 Apri l  1852, 
i t  a p p e a r s  tha t  B r i d g e w a t e r  w a s  a n  Oxford m a n ,  and  had been  a 
cana l  boa tman for m o r e  than 12  y e a r s :  p r e s u m a b l y  h e  went h o m e ,  
but how h e  subsequent ly  came to be a r r e s t e d  i s  not r e c o r d e d .  
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The 'Packet' ,  o r  'Steam Packet ' ,  to give it its full name, 
was  a beerhouse in Mill Lane, run  s ince  at least 1835, when i t  
f i r s t  appears  in Rusher 's  BANBURY DIRECTORY, by Joseph 
Rainbow. 

The s tory  moves on a week, to the Petty Sessions on 
29 December.  By this t ime Mr  F r a n c i s  Francil lon,  lawyer,  had 
been briefed by the prosecutor ,  and Bridgewater had retained an  
Oxford lawyer,  M r  Carpenter ,  to appear  on h i s  behalf. 

B.G. 1 January  1852. 

1 1 . .  . . .a  savage assaul t  upon John Pebody, of Long Itchington, described in 
our las t .  Pebody, who i s  in a weakly and se r ious  s ta te  f rom the injuries 
received, was  unable to attend a t  the Hall; the Magistrates,  consequently, 
adjourned to the Buck and Bell ,  to which place he was  brought in a ca r t ,  
for the purpose of taking h is  deposition. His declaration was  to the effect 
that he was  at the Packet public house with the pr i soner ,  on the 11th of 
December. They had some words,  and fought a round; they then refrained, 
and commenced drinking together: they w e r e  friendly, when all at once 
Bridgewater became violent, because he (Pebody) owed h im 2s . .  and could 
not immediately c l e a r  i t  off." He repeated the s to ry  of the a s sau l t ,  and 
added that he had been confined to bed e v e r  s ince ;  Reuben Rober t s  cor ro-  
borated the statement,  and as Carpenter declined to question, and advised 
his client to say  nothing, Bridgewater was  committed to the Sessions.  
Bail was  not applied for.  

B.G. 8 January  1852. 

A report on Banbury Epiphany Q u a r t e r  Sessions,  held 3 January 
1852: the case of Bridgewater was  one of those to be heard ,  but: "The 
Recorder (Serjeant J a m e s  Manning) was  proceeding to charge  the Grand 
Jury ,  when Mr  Francillon sa id ,  he  had a n  application to make previous to 
the delivery of h i s  Honour's charge .  It w a s  in the case of William Bridge- 
water for assaulting Pebody; h i s  client w a s  too unwell to appear ,  and on 
that ground he begged an  adjournement to the next Sessions.  He also re- 
quested this on other  grounds: although no weapon had been used, he could 
prove that Bridgewater had shown considerable skill in the assaul t ,  and i t  
was not the first he had committed. The assaul t  was  of a savage and 
ferocious nature;  not an  ordinary a s sau l t ,  but with intent to commit 
murder." H e  then described what had happened, as above; and the surgeon, 
M r  S Chesterman, told how he  was  ca l led  and that he had believed he would 
die. 
may live now; he certainly cannot come h e r e  today; his whole body and 
every l imb was  paralysed." 

raised no objection to a postponement, but applied fo r  bail,  to which F ran -  
cillon objected, and fo r  the purpose of fu r the r  proving h i s  c a s e ,  called 

"The last t ime I saw h im was on Saturday. I a m  not satisfied that he 

Mr  Carpenter,  who appeared again on behalf of the pr i soner ,  
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Pebody's wife. She said that she had left him that morning very ill in bed, 
and  that she had taken him to his home at Itchington, [in Warwickshire], the 
previous Monday, and produced a certificate from a surgeon in Southam. 

reason to allow his client bail, since it was a long way in a common cart  
for such a sick man. The wife denied that it was common cart",  but 
Carpenter still urged bail since Pebody "was taken last  Monday in a van 
[presumably from his brother's house where he had been taken from the 
Packet1 to the Buck and Bell, for  the magistrates to take his deposition, 
and conveyed 14 miles thereafter". The inference, no doubt, was that 
Pebody was  not, af ter  all ,  as sick as had been said. The Recorder said 
that the case was  too serious to allow bail. 
with intent to commit murder, and the man died from want of care after, 
i t  does not i n  the least lessen the crime". 

Francillon told the court that Pebody Was  taken to the Buck and 
Bell, because the place where he was living was out of the jurisdiction of 
the borough magistrates ". An interesting practical point, which however 
did nothing to stop Carpenter pressing his application. 

The case was  adjourned, and the Recorder refused bail, but said 
that i f  Pebody "be pronounced out of danger by his medical attendants", 
then an application could be made to the magistrates, who had power to 
grant it Ifat their own discretiont7. 

B.G. 5 February 1852. Petty Sessions 2 February. 

for her  husband". . . .but "the Magistrates had received a certificate from 
the medical gentleman who attends Pebody, informing them that he is  not 
out of danger, owing to which circumstance, the bail was refused". 

B.G. 1 April 1852. Quarter Sessions, Town Hall, Saturday 27 March 1852. 

"The business of these Sessions commenced at  twelve o'clock 
today, and the court was  very densely crowded, from the circumstance that 
the assault case,  postponed from the last Sessions, was  to be heard". 

The two lawyers appeared, as previously. Public interest is 
reflected in the fact that the report of the trial fills more than a complete 
column, and is thus of considerable length. Though it  is all of interest, 
there is no need to go through the whole story again, but some further 
details emerge to fill out the picture. 

Pebody, though a boat builder, at the time of the attack lived at 
Long Itchington, where he kept the Two Boats Inn; he had known the 
defendant for about 12 years. There was  some repair  business between 
them, and little borrowed money on each side". He had not been aware 
at  the time that he owed Bridgewater the 2s. which occasioned the assault, 
though he had since remembered it. Though physically much recovered, 
his shoulders and neck and right hand were still affected. Mr Chesterman, 

This journey of 14 miles seemed to Carpenter to be rather a 

"If a man commits an  assault 

"Mrs  Bridgewater again applied to the Magistrates to offer bail 
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the surgeon, had been much p res sed  by the su f fe re r  and h i s  friends to 
allow h im to be taken home after th ree  weeks ,  but at the trial he showed 
that th i s  had displeased h im,  s ince  in  h i s  view Pebody "had been in g rea t  
danger of losing h i s  l ife during the f i r s t  week". Carpenter  went to consid- 
e rab le  lengths to d iscred i t  the prosecution witness,  Reuben Rober t s ,  and 
in  his addres s  to the jury  poured great s c o r n  on the assaul t  c a s e ,  saying 
that Pebody brought it all on himself,  and should not have fought at a l l .  He 
skated, however, around the question of the subsequent a s sau l t ,  which 
Francil lon had sa id  that nothing could justify. He appears  to have over -  
stepped what the Recorde r  thought p rope r ,  for in h is  summing up, Manning 
was  not pleased. 

".. . .and before going through the c a s e ,  he sa id  he  must  e n t e r  his 
pro tes t  against  the law which had been laid down [i .e.  by Carpenter ] ,  as it 
ought not to go abroad that any provocation [which Carpenter  had alleged by 
implication], e i t he r  by language o r  otherwise,  would be a justification of 
an  assaul t .  If it had been shown that Pebody had assaulted Bridgewater,  
and that Bridgewater had done th i s  in  h i s  own defence, he  would have been 
justified; but t he re  was  no evidence of violent provocation whatever;  but 
supposing there  had been evidence of violent provocation, that would not 
have amounted to a justification, but would have afforded ma t t e r  for con- 
sideration in  awarding punishment - the verdict  mus t  be  the s a m e .  

The Jury  after a few minutes deliberation, returned a verdict  of 
Guilty. 

The learned Recorder ,  in sentencing the p r i sone r ,  sa id  - William 
Bridgewater,  you have been found guilty of a most ferocious assaul t  - so 
ferocious a n  assaul t ,  that i f  death had ensued, I have no doubt your  life 
would have answered your  c r i m e .  Taking into consideration that you have 
now been in  prison three  months,  I o r d e r  and adjudge you to be imprisoned 
for  21 months, and kept to  hard  labour.  

The  B.G. did not follow very  many c a s e s  in such detail: 
i t  mus t  indeed have caused a s t i r  locally,  and been worth a bit of 
a spread! Bridgewater will have se rved  h i s  sentence in  Oxford 
County Gaol. 

P. Renold 
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The Chamberlain and his  role in local government in Banbury, 1554-1835: 
Part 1 

The Chamberlain, o r  Cofferer, Receiver, Chamber-reevc, or  
Treasurer ,  a s  he was  called i n  some boroughs, was the oldest of the ad- 
ministrative officers gradually accumulated by municipal corporations. ' 
administration, including finance, was exercised by the head of the corpora- 
tion. whose title might be Reeve, Portreeve, Boroughreeve, Alderman, 
Bailiff, Warden, o r  Mayor;' then, as the administrative burden increased 
with the movement towards the replacement of the King's officer - the 
Sheriff - and the eventual establishment of genuine self-government, other 
officers were appointed, either directly by the head of the corporation him- 
se l f ,  o r  af ter  clection by the governing council, or even the whole body of 
freemen. The increasing financial aspects of borough administration, 
especially the acquisition of property by the municipality (one of the main 
gifts bestowed on a borough by incorporation). were put into the hands of 
the Chamberlain; in Salisbury, for example, a royal licence of 1406, which 
authorised thc city to acquire lands of an annual rental value of 100 marks, 
would appear to have led to the appointment of the city's f irst  two chamber- 
lains in 1408-9.3 

legally 'corporations sole I, and besides wiclding widc powcrs, cnjoycd also 
the privilege of perpetual succession. The Bristol Chamberlain in the six- 
teenth century w a s  the council's chief administrative officer, 'the manager 
of the corporation, its Chancellor of the Exchequer and Minister of Works',' 
besides being responsible for 'the admission of burgesses, the control of 
"strangers and their goods, the administration of the laws of apprentice- 
ship. the sealing of weights and measures, and the custody of municipal 
records'. 

of newly-admitted freemen and 'the rents and farms of lands, tenements 
and grounds' belonging to the town, * and was  expected to mcet a variety of 
charges - €1 a year to the Mayor 'for his robe', repairs to town property, 
numerous presents to all sorts of people visiting the town, who expected 
'a pike, a tench. a bream. a gallon of claret o r  of malmsey or  even hard 
cash'  - and expenses and fees involved i n  the granting of new charters,  or  
arising from the litigation so frequcntly entered into to maintain the status 
and privileges of the borough. 

the York  Chamberlains, whose number fluctuated between four and twelve, 
to some extent according to whether o r  not the city was short of funds; 
for, as a freeman elected as Chamberlain was required to pay a fine 'of 
exoneration of office' of €6, 13s. 4d. i f  he had not held any of the minor 
civic offices, or E4 if he had, a multiple appointment could provide a 

In the early days of the borough the sole responsibility for i ts  

In the greater cities of London and Bristol the chamberlains were 

Additionally, as at Cambridge, the Chamberlain received the fines 

All these and any other 'expenses necessarie' were dealt with by 
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valuable source of revenue in lean t imes.  The council made no bones about 
i t  in  January,  1558/9: 'Consideryng the r  i s  a t  this present but very lytle 
t r easu re  i n  the common co f fe r s  of this Citie and that not onely this  instant 
parliament but also0 w a r r e s  lykely to be this  ye re  wilbe g rea t  chardges to 
this Citie, i t  i s  therfor  devysed and aggreed by this worshipful1 assemble 
that i i j  mor  Chamberleyns shalbe chosen unto the iiij  Chamberlayns that 
nowe a r e  and to pay to the chamber use their  exoneracions accustomed'. 
A l l  twclve chambcrlains chosen in the Armada yca r ,  1588, had to  pay the 
full fee and the York coffers benefitted by f80.l' 

financial officer recall both manorial and gild associations. It was the 
influence of the gild on the borough institutions which was particularly 
strong; in the twelfth century borough proceedings were dominated by mem- 
b e r s  of the Gild Merchant, and in the thirteenth the officers of the gild and 
those of the borough might well have been one and the same,"  'The gild 
alderman anticipated the elected mayor o r  bailiff, the gild organisation, 
the borough assembly and town council, and the gild pu r se  the borough 
treasury'; '2 in  Leicester,  in fact, the f i rs t  reference to the Chamberlain 
i s  as a gild officer. 

In Banbury, by the Charter granted by Mary Tudor i n  1554, two 
of the Capital Burgesses,  John Barnsley and Roger Jacson,  were  chosen by 
the Common Council as the borough's f i r s t  Charnberlains.l4 The formal 
procedure for  choosing the Bailiff and other officials was established four 
yea r s  l a t e r  and se t  out in the Banbury Book of  Orde r s ,  Enrollments, Con- 
stitutions and Decrees on 14May. 1558: 'On the day of Saint Michael the 
Archangel yearly '  the Bailiff, Aldermen and Capital Burgesses meeting in 
the Town Hall 'shall proceed to the election of. .  . two chamberlains , .  . to 
serve fo r  the yea r  following'. l 5  

with no restriction on the number of yea r s  he could se rve ,  and, during the 
period from the town's f i rs t  Charter  of 1554 to i t s  second in 1608, of 26 
chamberlains whose names are known (the holders' names for the y e a r s  
1574-83, 1586-87 and 1598-99 are lacking) all but six served for  two o r  
more yea r s  consecutively. John Barnsley and Roger Jacson served a 
second year  (1554-56), as did Mathew Wiget and Simon Hatheway (1584-86). 
Henry Showcll and Humfrey Hadley (1587-89), John Nicoles (1599-1601), 
Thomas Webb and Robert Russell (1602-041, John Halhed (1604-06) and 
Edward Man (1606-08); William Nicoles (1 590-93) and Nichodemus Edens 
(1599-1602) served for three yea r s ,  Thomas Fos t e r  (1589-93) and John 
Wyng (1604-08) for four,  Edward Eddon and George Nicholes (1593-98) for 
five. William Bentley (or Penthelyn) served fo r  nine consecutive y e a r s  
(1564-73) and Bartholomew Eglesfield for ten (1563-73). Those who served 
f o r  just one yea r  during this period were John Knight, m e r c e r  (1561-62), 
John Vivers (1573-74)' Thomas Pymme (1583-84), Anthony Clarkson 
(1589-90) and John Webb (1601-02). Robert Yedens served twice. each 

The t i t les given to the head of a corporation and to h i s  chief 

1 3  

Although an annual  appointment, a chamberlain could be re-elected, 
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time for a year, in 1573-74 and 1583-84. 
Banbury's second Charter, granted in 1608, stipulated, in 

Section 21, that in future the Chamberlain - and there was now to be only 
one GSection 7) - was to be chosen by the Council from among the Aldermen; 
the Charter named William Knight, gent., as the first  Chamberlain under 
this new arrangement, which was to govern the appointment and duties of 
the Chamberlainuntil the demise of the close corporation in 1835.16 

In compiling a l ist  of the names of chamberlains who served the 
Corporation between 1554 and the town's third Charter in 1718, our only 
source of information i s  the record of the audit of thc accounts of individual 
chamberlains included i n  the Corporation Accounts. Usually, the Cham- 
berlain presented his account for  audit (by fellow aldermen) at the end of 
a year in office; but not every year i s  accounted for; from 1633 audits 
take place a year o r  more later,  and, i n  the latter part of the seventeenth 
century - a period of national unrest, which was reflected in local affairs 
- a chamberlain was sometimes several years in a r r ea r s  i n  presenting his 
account: for example, the accounts of Samuel Reynolds, Chamberlain from 
1675 to 1688, were sometimes audited a year o r  more late, while those for 
1676-77, 1677-78 and 1678-79 would appear to have been audited together, 
as ,  indeed, were those for 1679-80 and 1680-81.18 A s  a result, it i s  not 
always possible to establish with certainty the sequence of office-holding. 

William Knight and John Austen were two of the longest-serving 
chamberlains in the borough's history: Knight gave twenty years of service 
from 1608 to 1628, and was succeeded by John Austen, Chamberlain until 
at least 1649, and, additionally, during that time, Coroner (1632-33) and 
Mayor (1633-34). It has been suggested that either he continued until 1655, 
or  that William Allen held the office at some time between 1649 and 1655," 
but the evidence" is  not convincing, a s  John Webb 'made his account a s  
Chamberlain' on 26 January, 1655/6, 'for the several years unaccounted 
for', 2 1  and it i s  reasonable to assume that the 'years unaccounted for' were 
those prior to 1655 when Webb himself was Chamberlain, which office he 
held until 1662. Nathaniel Wheatly was Chamberlain from 1662 to 1666, 
Henry Smyth from 1666 to 1675, with Samuel Reynolds taking over in 1675. 

(1685-88). were particularly trying times for the boroughs. In both reigns 
the Crown's concern was with the loyalties of the Members of Parliament 
returned from the boroughs, and, as early a s  1661, a policy of interference 
with municipal corporations aimed at controlling Parliamentary elections 
seems to have been contemplated. Such a policy could only be implemented 
through the issue of new charters,  o r  the revision of charters voluntarily 
surrendered.22 The arbitrary forfeiture of existing charters could not be 
justified, but Charles was advised that it was possible to enquire into their 
validity by the issue of a writ of 'quo warranto' and that most of them 
might be annulled a s  a result.23 In 1681, after the dissolution of the 
'Oxford Parliament, 'arose the audacious policy of wresting charters 

The reigns of Charles I1 (1660-85) and his brother, James I1 
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from corporations in order  to new model them, by introducing such rcstric- 
tions as  might render the members from the boroughs in future Parliaments 
entirely devoted to the interests of the C r ~ w n f . ‘ ~  

Banbury surrendered i ts  char ters  of 1554 and 1608 i n  the autumn 
of 1683 and a revised version was  issued in December of the same year25 
but,  the surrender not having been enrolled, the Corporation resumed its 
ancient charters,  under the proclamation of James 11, in 1688, for restoring 
surrendered charters  . 2 6 )  

reserved the power to replace any of the borough officials whose political 
sympathies were suspect, and James 11, as concerned as his brother to 
ensure support for his policies in the House of Commons, dismissed eleven 
of the town’s twelve aldermen and five of its six capital burgesses and 
replaced them with his own nominees; on 3 February, 1687/8, Samuel 
Reynolds was  replaced as Chamberlain by John A ~ s t e n . ’ ~  However, on 
25 October, back-tracking frantically, in the hope of salvaging something 
of his ill-judged and unpopular religious policies, James restored the 
status guo ante and John Austen, in his t u r n ,  yielded place to Samuel Rey- 
nolds, who continued a s  Chamberlain for two more years.  

Further disruption occurred in 1716, at a time when Hanoverian 
and Jacobite feelings were running high, when Charter Day passed without 
a decision being reached on who was to succeed as Mayor on Michaelmas 
Day; as no procedure had been establishcd for dealing with such a situation, 
the Charter was deemed to have automatically lapsed.’* The inhabitants 
of the town petitioned the Crown” and a new Charter was granted to the 
borough on 16 July, 1718; its provisions were substantially the same as 
those of the Charter of James I ,  and it was to remain the town’s governing 
charter until the end of the close corporation in 1835. It laid down that 
‘The Mayor, Aldermen and Capital Burgesses were to elect one of the 
Aldermen a s  Chamberlain, so to remain for his life, o r  until he should 
relinquish o r  be removed from office by the Mayor, Aldermen and Capital 
Burgesses. The Chamberlain was to receive rents, fines, revenues, 
profits, a., due to the Corporation, and to render annual account to the 
Mayor, Aldermen and Capital Burgesses at the Feast of St. Matthew or  
within four days after. Should he be removed from office o r  relinquish 
the post then he must render a full account to the Mayor, Aldermen and 
Capital Burgesses within a month. Thomas Ward, Alderman, was to be 
“the first  and modern Chamberlain”. To take corporal oath upon the Holy 
Evangelist of God well and faithfully to execute the aforesaid office’. 30 
Thomas Ward may well have remained in office until 1726/7. 

the Corporation Minute Book, 1764-1812, the Chamberlain’s Account, 
1747-1816, and the Corporation Journal, 1812-35, 31 it i s  possible to trace 
the succession of chamberlains for the remainder of the Corporation’s 
life : 

In this warrant for  the incorporation of the borough the Crown had 

From the Corporation Accounts, the Banbury Journal, 1722-61, 
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1726/7-1745: J a m e s  West: acting as Deputy Chamberlain until April,  1728, 
'in Mr.  Ward's absence' .  
1745-1747: William Greenall: William Greenall was Mayor and one of f ive  
candidates (the others  were Messrs. Clarson, Box, Stokes and John 
Bradford) nominated f o r  the office of  Chamberlain on 8 July,  1745, t o  
succeed J a m e s  West who had died; but he resigned on 17 June, 1747, as 
the resul t ,  so  i t  would seem,  of some 'disputes over  the legality of his  
election to the said office ' ,  although this particular par t  of the entry in 
the Banbury Journal has been amended to read simply 'on account of some 
disputes'.  33 
1747-1752: Edward Box; Henry Clarson refused to serve (for which 
refusal a fine of f l  was imposed)34 and Edward Box w a s  elected by a vote 
of 8 - 0 on 17 June, 1747. 
1752-1758: William Greenall; on Edward Box's death in 1752 William 
Greenall was elected on 30 March and served until his own death i n  1758. 
1758-?1765: Francis Goodwin; Thomas Bradford, elected on 1 November, 
1758, by a unanimous vote of 12 - 0 and sworn the s a m e  day, resigned on 
17 November. Francis  Goodwin was sworn on 20 November, 1758, and 
may well have remained as Chamberlain until 1765, although the gap in o u r  
sources  for the yea r s  1761 to 1764 makes i t  impossible to be su re .  
3765-1771: Dr.  Edward Burford; Dr.  Burford was certainly Chamberlain 
in 1765 and remained so until h is  resignation in 1771. 
1771-1773: Charles Hide: clected and sworn on 11 February,  1771, he 
served until his death in 1773. 
1773-1780: Rev. D r .  Mathew Lamb; Charles Wyatt. who had been chosen 
in a close vote (6 - 5) on 18 January.  1773, and who had already been fined 
E5 in the previous yea r  for refusing to accept his election as Mayor, refused 
to se rve  as Chamberlain and Rev. Dr. Lamb, who had been elected Mayor 
on Wyatt's withdrawal on 7 September, 1772, took ove r  as Chamberlain as 
well. 
1780-3802: Robert Knight, then Mayor. was elected and sworn on 1 Feb- 
rua ry ,  1780, on Rev. Dr.  Lamb's resignation: there is no reference to an 
election for Chamberlain a f t e r  1788 until 1802, so Knight could have con- 
tinued in office until this la t ter  date.  
1802-1814: William Judd the Elder;  elected on 3 May, 1802, he resigned 
as Chamberlain and as Bridgemaster on 19 November, 1814. 
1814-1834: John Pain,  elected 19 November, 1814. 
1834-1835: John Golby Rusher ,  then half-way through his mayoral yea r ,  
was elected on 14 February,  1834, on the death of John Pain. 

John Golby Rusher was the l a s t  of Banbury's Chamberlains before 
the Municipal Corporations Act of 1835 began the process  of sweeping away 
existing types of local government based on small  oligarchical bodies and 
transferring control to Town Councils elected by the whole body of adult 
ratepayers.  and with their  members  re-elected at  fixed intervals. 35 In 
1836 the office of Chamberlain was replaced by that of Borough T r e a s u r e r ,  

32 
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a part-time appointment at first, but which became full-time in  1942.36 

R.W.  Gilkes, M.A. (Oxon) 
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Copy of a PAINTER'S Bill ,  p resented  to the Vestry,  for 
Work done in a Country Church. 

TO filling up the Chink in the Red Sea,  and repa i r ing  the Damages of 
Pharaoh ' s  Host. 
TO a new Thief on the Cross .  
TO cleaning s ix  of the Apostles and adding an en t i r e  new Judas Iscariot .  
TO a new P a i r  of Hands for Daniel in the Lion's Den, and a Set of Teeth 
fo r  the Lioness,  
TO a new Alteration in the Belief,  mending the Commandments, and making 
a new Lord's P r a y e r .  
TO repairing Nebuchadnezzar's Board. 
TO mending the P i tcher  of Jacob ' s  Daughter. 
TO a P a i r  of Sleeves for Susannah's Shift, and repa i r ing  the Breeches  of 
one of the Elders .  
TO cleansing the Whale's Belly, varnishing Jonah's Face ,  and mending h i s  
left Arm.  
TO a new Skirt to Joseph's Garment ,  and a lascivious Eye for Potiphar 's  
Wife. 
TO a new Sheet-anchor, a Jury-mast,  and a Long-boat for Noah's Ark. 
TO adding some  Scotch Cattle to Pha raoh ' s  lean kine. 
TO making a new Head for Holophernes, and cleaning Judith's Hands. 
TO making perfect the Eunuch attending on Es ther .  
TO giving a Blush to the Cheeks of Eve, on presenting the Apple to Adam. 
TO mending the N e t  i n  the miraculous Draught of F ishes .  
TO a perspective Glass  fo r  David viewing Bathsheba, and mending h i s  
right Eye. 
TO painting a new City in the Land of Nod. 
TO cleansing the Garden of Eden after Adam's Expulsion. 
TO finishing the Tower of Babel, and furnishing most of the Figures with 
new Heads. 
TO painting a Shoulder of Mutton and a Shin of Beef in the Mouths of two 
of the Ravens feeding Elijah. 

Public Advertiser 
29 December 1784 
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BOOK REVIEW 

Nicholas Cooper Aynho: A Northamptonshire Village, Leopard's Head Press: 
in conjunction with Banbury Historical Society, Vol.  20, 1984 €9.75 pp. xii ,  
339 (available f rom BHS, c/o Banbury Museum, @ f11.00 incl. postage, 
in U K ) .  

Of all the villages in South Northamptonshire, Aynho i s  surely one 
of the most attractive. Even casual visi tors are impressed by the great  
House, the unusual 'Classical ' Church and the stone cottages with their  
famous apricot t r ees .  In many respects  Aynho comes close to the picture 
book, even chocolate box ideal of the English village. M r .  Cooper's 
fascinating and carefully researched book explains how present day Aynho 
has  come into being. The writing of village history i s  often handicapped by 
the absence of an appropriate body of archival material .  Aynho i s  fortunate 
in that the Cartwright Papers ,  now a t  Delaprk Abbey, enable a wr i t e r  with 
the skill and insight of M r .  Cooper to reconstruct getting on for the totality 
of village life over  a substantial period of t ime.  Reading the details of the 
cottages, furniture, farming practices,  t rades ,  births,  marr iages ,  dis-  
eases, deaths, ups and downs and brushes with authority, one half supposes 
oneself in Ladurie's Montaillou - though at a l a t e r  date and without the 
Inquisitor. 

Aynho gets  into i ts  s t r ide with the acquisition of the major by Rowland 
Shakerley in 1540. I ts  real  centre of gravity i s  formed by the Cartwright 
yea r s  from 1615 until the outbreak of World W a r  One, a period of almost 
exactly three hundred yea r s .  Reliance on the Cartwright Papers  might have 
led an author l e s s  able than Mr.  Cooper to produce a history of Aynho very 
much from the squire 's  eye view. This danger i s  recognised and avoided. 
At different t imes we can see Aynho through the eyes  not only of the occu- 
pants of the big House but a lso from the standpoint6 of parsons,  school- 
mas te r s ,  yeomen, craftsmen, t r ade r s ,  tenant f a rmers  and parish officials, 
although rarely - and through no fault of the author - from that of the 
agricultural labourers.  

Amidst the welter of description i t  requires careful application on 
the pa r t  of the r eade r  to appreciate that Mr. Cooper i s  advancing a distinc- 
tive thesis.  In essence he postulates that the Lords of Aynho in the Middle 
Ages were largely absentees and this allowed the village f a rmers  to run 
what amounted to a self governing community. Authority appeared in the 
shape of the Shakerley family but this dynasty proved improvident and 
correspondingly short  lived. The serious business of the imposition of 
squirarchical control came only af ter  this false s t a r t  and with the a r r iva l  
of the Cartwrights. Yet, although Richard Cartwright is accurately des- 
cribed as 'The New Broom', the village did not su r r ende r  i t s  independence 
at  once. Perhaps the most interesting point made by the book i s  that the 
process  w a s  so extraordinarily protracted. Richard Cartwright made a 

Although containing some interesting material from e a r l i e r  periods,  
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good start  by effecting a partial enclosure on his arrival but, thereafter, 
powerful resistance by Parson Drope and several of the leading freeholders, 
the disruption of the Civil W a r  and an extended minority in the las t  quarter 
of the seventeenth century, meant that it was  only after 1700 that progress 
could be resumed. The eighteenth century was a time of steady advance. 
Low agricultural prices before 1750 favouring larger  producers and the 
failure of the male line in most of the yeoman families assisted the 
Cartwright's drive to control virtually all of the land in the village. The 
process culminated in the new Enclosure of 1792 which swept away the 
Common Fields and introduced a class of tenant farmers  paying rent to the 
squire. Once the land had been secured, the next step was to acquire most 
of the cottage properties. It was only then that Aynho could be described 
as a Close Village'. According to Mr. Cooper the hierarchial ideal of a 
dominant squire and a deferential village, far from being the historical 
norm, was really only a short lived phenomenon of the nineteenth century. 
Indeed, almost as soon as it  was achieved, i t  began to be eroded by 
improved communications and agricultural depression. 

In the space of a short review, it is difficult to do justice to such 
a multi-faceted work. Although it would have been helpful if the author had 
been able to make some comparisons with other communities in the a rea ,  
in general it is hard to fault this splendid reconstruction of Aynho's past. 
In  many ways Aynho: A Northamptonshire Village i s  a model of i ts  kind. It 
is essential reading for anyone intcrested i n  the history of this area and i ts  
relatively modest price should make i t  accessible to a wide public. 

J. C. Clarke 
University of Buckingham 
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BANBURY HISTORICAL SOCIETY - ANNUAL REPORT. 1985 

Your Committee have pleasure in submitting the 28th Annual Report and 
Statement of Accounts, for the y e a r  1985. 

and best-known members ,  Bishop David Loveday, who had been a Vice- 
Pres ident  many yea r s ,  and Gwladys Brinkworth, long-serving committee 
member  and recent Chairman. Obituaries of both have already appeared in 
Cake and Cockhorse; we r emember  them with grati tude.  The name of 
Brinkworth will be perpetuated by the generous gift of two thousand pounds 
to establish a P r i z e  Fund, in memory of Gwladys and h e r  late husband Ted, 
who was  responsible for  the founding of the Society in 1957. The Fund will 
be administered by the Society, and the income will be used to award 
p r i zes  for school projects related to the history of the Banbury area. The 
long-running teachers '  dispute has  delayed implementation of the scheme,  
but it i s  hoped to make the first awards during 1986. 

Beeston and John Roberts,  whilst the Chairman, Geoffrey P a r m i t e r ,  
resigned on h i s  departure f rom Banbury late in the yea r .  We are grateful 
to themal l  for the serv ice  they have given. 

The re  has  a l so  been a change in the Society's officers and s t ruc -  
t u re  of responsibilities. Nan Clifton, Secre ta ry ' s ince  1979, and Mary 
Stanton. Treasurer s ince  1981, have relinquished those posts,  though 
happily both a r e  st i l l  on the committee. We owe them both a g rea t  debt of 
grati tude,  Nan for organising annual programmes  of talks which have in- 
cluded dozens of interesting subjects and distinguished speakers ,  Mary for  
taking on an essential  chore  at very shor t  notice and then dealing so com- 
petently with it fo r  five yea r s .  Sarah Gosling, fo r  many y e a r s  Membership 
Secre ta ry ,  h a s  now become Secre ta ry  of the Society, whilst st i l l  doing 
much the s a m e  job as before. A new post of P rogramme Secre ta ry  is now 
filled by Penelope Renold. A s  T r e a s u r e r  we have Alan Essex-Crosby, 
one of the Society's longest-term members ,  but only recently living in 
Banbury. New committee members  are M r s  J .  P. Bowes and D r  J .  S .  Riv- 
ers. On M r  P a r m i t e r ' s  resignation, David Fiennes was  elected Chairman 
of the Committee. 

Meetings i n  1985 included Leo de  Freitas on "The Chapbooks of 
Banbury and J a m e s  Bond c n  "The P a r k s  of Oxfordshire ". Nick Allen's 
"Stonehenge was  snowed off, but was  eventually presented ear ly  in 1986. 
The autumn had a mythical, o r  at least controversial ,  flavour, with "King 
Ar thur  and the Round Table (Martin Biddle), "The Supernatural 
(Christine Bloxham), "The Richard I11 Society ( Jeremy Potter) and "Some 
Aspects of the Pyramids  (Dr Edwards). A s  usual we are most grateful 
to all o u r  speake r s ,  many of them now old friends.  

The village meeting was  held a t  Horley. when M r s  Bowes spoke 
about the villageand i t s  history and we had what we sadly must accept as 

During the y e a r  the Society suf fered  the l o s s  of two of our ea r l i e s t  

The A .  G. M.  saw the departure f rom the Committee of Gillian 
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a positively last  appearance from our  long-running architectural guru,  
Geoffrey Forsyth Lawson. The A .  G. M. was held rather outside Banbury- 
shire,  at Kiddington Hall, where Lady Robson made u s  very welcome, and 
explained the long history and Jacobean origins and core of the apparently 
Victorian house. 

As forecast in last  year's report, "Banbury Wills and Inventories, 
Par t  One, 1591-1620", with Miss Dannatt's exhaustive introduction, has at 
las t  made its appearance, and has already received a number of favourable 
reviews. M i s s  Renold's "Banbury Gaol Recordsff is on schedule and will 
be issued la ter  in 1986. 

Wake and Cockhorse maintains i ts  high standard. Articles have 
appeared by (in addition to members of the committee) Mary Bodfish, 
Veronica Butt, Ted Clark, Malcolm Graham, Pamela Horn and R . J .  Ivens. 

by B O O ,  implying a falling membership, though this i s  in no way borne out 
by attendance at meetings, which continues high. Both for those living 
locally. who can attend meetings, and those further afield, for whom the 
publications are the main benefit, the Society's subscriptions give remark- 
ably good value and by present day standards a re  not high. Despite the fall 
in income, and substantially higher cost of the magazine, we achieved a 
small surplus on the Revenue Account, A s  expected, issue of another 
(substantial) volume has depleted the Publications Reserve. There should 
be sufficient funds to produce the Gaol Records volume, towards which we 
have been promised a generous grant by the British Academy, but there 
may be problems in funding subsequent volumes. 

In the Accounts it will be seen that subscription income has dropped 

Banbury Charities in conjunction with Banbury Reference Library 
a r e  in the process of microfilming the complete original manuscript of 
IfBeesley's History of Banbury ". These massive volumes have gradually 
become damaged through use. 

original and make access to their contents easier. 

Library, Marlborough Road. 

The provision of the microfilm and viewer will preserve the 

The microfilm will soon be available i n  the Banbury Reference 
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BANBURY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

Revenue Account for the Year ended 31st December 1985 

1984 Income 

1848 Subscriptions 1,652 
128)  56] Less Transfer to Publications Account ~ 

473 1.179 
69 Inco.ae Tax relund on covenants 116 

124 1 €4 1 n teres t on Depos I t Account 
5 Dona t i ons 

- 
1525 1,419 

Expenditure 

790 Cake & Cockhorse Typing, printing. etc. 964 
- 129 Postage 110 

~ 

319 1.074 

2 984 90 Less .  Sales 
Lecture and mecxting expcnscs: 

182 Postage. secretarial and adninistration 191 
110 133 Hire of halls, entertaining. etc. 

315 30 1 
Less.  Donations at meetings 

- 

- - 

- 2o 281 293 2 
I 1  Subscriptions 1 0  other bodies 11 
32 Insurancc 36 

1165 - - 1.3'12 

360 Fxcess of Income over Expenditurc E 107 
- - 
- - 
Publications Account 

1984 
Income E s p .  Income Expend'ure 

2,250 Opening %lance as at 1.1.85 1.433 
55! Proportion of suoscrip ti on5 473 

Sale of Publications 998 
312 Less DiscouriLb and purchoscs 
686 
- 

- 248 596 
Janbury Y t l l s .  Part I - Marc Fitch Fund Grant 230 

1,025 ilanbury Bur in ls .  Part 3 
901 itrstory of Xynho: Repaynent of loan 87 
- Banbury Y ~ l l s ,  Parc I :  Printirig 1.613 

Poshge 105 
- Banbury Y z l l s ,  Part 2. Reprinting 298 

1 , 4 5 3  Balance as at 31.12.85 629 

3,359 3,359 2,732 2,732 

Balance Sheet as at 31st December 1985 

- _ _  - 

-- - -  

1981 Liabilities 1984 Assets 

CapiLal Account. as at 1.1.85 450 Cash at Nat.West. 
Add. Surplus - 108 Bank, Banbury 

Pub1ica:ions Rcscrve 1,433 558 1.10 Currenr account 49 1 
1950 Deposit account 1,150 

804 629 35 ?repayments Deficit 
1,433 

I 1  Subscriptions in aavance 132 - Sundry drbror . 10 
232 Sundry creditors 337 Brinkworth Fund 
- Brinkworth Prize Fund 2,000 - Dcposit account 2,000 

2 , 1 2 5  f 3,b51 2126 I: 3.651 

We have audited c w  above Balance Sheet and the annexed Accounts and ccrrity them to 
be in accordance with the books and records 01' the Soclety. 
21st February, 1986 Ellacott, Stranks b Co., Chartered Accountants 

- - -  - 

- _ _ -  - 
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The Banbury Historical Society was founded in 1957 to 
encourage interest in the history of the town of Banbury and 
neighbouring parts of Oxfordshire, Northamptonshire and 
Warwickshire. 

The Magazine Cake and Cockhorse is issued to members three 
times a year. This includes illustrated articles based on 
original local historical research, as well as recording the 
Society's activities. By 1985 there had been 88 issues and at 
least 230 articles. Most back issues are still available and 
out-of-print issues can if required be photocopied. 

Other publications still in print include: 

old Banbury - a short popular h i s t o r y ,  E.R.C. Brinkworth 
New Light of Banbury's Crosses,  P.D.A. Harvey 
Banbury Cast le  - a swmnary of excavations i n  1 9 7 2 ,  P. Fasham 
The Building and Furnishing of St  Mary's Church, Banbury, 

N. Cooper 

Booklets - 

Pamphlets - 
History of Banbury Cross 
The Globe Room a t  t h e  Reindeer Inn,  Banbury 
The Society has also published twenty or  more volumes in 

its records series (list available of those still in print). 
These have included Banbury Parish Regis ters  ( i n  seven parts: 
Marriages 1558-1837, Baptisms and Burials 1558-1812); Banbury 
Corporation Records:. Tudor and S tuar t ;  Banbury Wills and Inven- 
t o r i e s ,  1591-1650 (Part 1, 1591-1620; Part 2, 1621-1650); 
A Victorian M.P. and h i s  Const i tuents:  The Correspondence of 
H .  W .  Tancred 3841-1860; Shoemaker's Window: Recollections of 
Banbury before the  Railway Age, by George Herbert (now available 
i n  Gulliver Press edition); South Newington Churchwardens' 
Accounts 1553-1 684;  Wigginton Constables ' Books 1692-1836; 
Bodicote Parish Accounts 1700-1822; Victorian Banbury, by Barrie 
Trinder (with Phillimore); and Agnho: A Northamptonshire Parish,  
by Nicholas Cooper (with Leopard's Head Press). Volumes in 
preparation include Banbury Gaol Records 1805-1852, edited by 
Penelope Renold, and Baptisms and Burials 1813-1838. An edition 
of letters to the 1st Earl of Guilford (of Wroxton, father of 
Lord North, Prime Minister and M.P. for Banbury) is also planned. 

Meetings are held during the autumn and winter, normally at 
7.30 pm at the North Oxfordshire Technical College, Broughton 
Road, Banbury, on the second Thursday of each month. Talks are 
given by invited lecturers on general and local archaeological, 
historical and architectural subjects. In the summer, the AGM 
is held at a local country house and other visits are arranged. 

Membership of the Society is open to all, no proposer o r  
seconder being needed. The annual subscription is f8.00 
including any records volumes published, or €5.00 if these are 
excluded. 

Application forms can be obtained from the Hon. Membership 
Secretary, c/o Banbury Museum, 8 Horsefair, Banbury, Oxon. 
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