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THE BANEUJRY HORSE RACES: PART 111 

The period between 1830-50 may be regarded as the most energetic, 
creative and enterprising in the history of Banbury, a period when 
dramatic changes both political and cultural were to transform many 
aspects of the social life of the community. 

In the words of George Herbert, author of Shoemaker's Window, 
"Banbury was always a radical place", and it was through the intense 
zeal and determination of the Liberal, and largely Nonconformist 
reform party that the town was freed from aristocratic rule in 1832, 
and finally wun the right to govern itself following the Liberal 
victory in the .first elections for the reformed corporation in 1835. 
Political power now lay with the leaders of a bourgeois Liberal 
elite who, after the mid-I830s, came to exercise considerable 
influence in social affairs through a wide range of voluntary 
educational and recreatimnal associations, established to promote 
moral and intellectual self-improvement : the Temperance Society 
and Mechanics' Institute - both of which pioneered the public 
lecture in Banbury; a circulating library and Reading Room; the 
Amateur Musical Society, the Choral Society and the Horticultural 
Society. 

many well-established 'traditional' diversions ; the winter public 
balls, the theatre, cricket and bowls, election celebrations, the 
Michaelmas fair and, at the height of the summer season, the 'Club 
Day' of the working-class Friendly and BenefiL Societies with its 
processions and feasting, the Newland wake and the race meeting. 
Unfortunately on the festive occasions when the 'roughs' and 
'respectables' came into close contact there was always the like- 
lihood of tension and hostility flaring up. Relations between the 
lower orders and the Banbury middle-class were never more strained 
than at the wakes and races where working-class revelling and 
drunkenness could often lead to violence. When in 1843 this 
occurred at both events, demands for their discontinuation were 
reported in the local press. 

age, racing was nevertheless at the height of its popularity, 
attracting huge assemblies of people drawn not only from the. 
aristocracy, gentry, clergy, and the labouring-class (the latter 
constituting by far the largest number of attendersl, but also 
many of the middle-class, though its more Puritan-minded members, 
upholders of kictorian 'genteelity' who abhorred the sport for its 
rowdiness, vulgar,ity and misuse of leisure time, preferred to keep 
their distance. At the lowest end of the social scale were the 
hundreds of unsavoury and villainous characters who infested the 
raceground at all but the most exclusive meetings ; the bookmakers, 
touts, horsedealers, gypsies, prostitutes, passers of dud coin, and 
those well-known as the 'light-fingered tribe', the thieves and 
pickpockets who made a lucrative career from travelling the racing 
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In marked contrast to the newly-formed institutions were Banbury's 

For all the opposition it encountered in this morally conscious 



c i r c u i t s .  
I n  view o f  t h e i r  p o t e n t i a l  as dangerous occasions when drunken- 

ness, t u rbu lence  and c r ime  were l i a b l e  t o  occur,  so tend ing  t o  
undermine s o c i a l  m o r a l i t y  and d i s c i p l i n e ,  race meetings i n e v i t a b l y  
came under a t t a c k  f rom a re fo rm ing  mag is t racy  whose power was g i ven  
g r e a t e r  impact th rough t h e  es tab l i shment  o f  t he  new p o l i c e .  
F o l l o w i n g  the  M u n i c i p a l  Corpora t ions  Act (1835), and the  County 
P o l i c e  Ac ts  (1839-40), r e g u l a r  p o l i c e  fo rces  were organised i n  b o t h  
boroughs and r u c a l  areas, and were soon t o  f i g u r e  prominent ly  among 
the  crowds a t  popu la r  f e s t i v a l s  and s p o r t i n g  events  a f t e r  t h e  e a r l y  
1840s. 

I t  must be emphasised t h a t  race  meetings i n  the  second q u a r t e r  o f  
t h e  1 9 t h  cen tu ry  were s t i l l  a l o n g  way from be ing  t h e  enclosed ga te-  
money events  o f  modern t imes. The poorer  spec ta to rs  who came on 
f o o t  p a i d  no en t rance money and were f r e e  t o  watch from anywhere 
around t h e  course  or f rom nearby t ree tops .  But f o r  the  purpose o f  
r a i s i n g  e x t r a  cash f o r  t h e  p r i z e  fund, some race  committees were 
cha rg ing  fees  t o  t h e  more a f f l u e n t  a t tenders ,  n o t  o n l y  f o r  t he  use 
o f  t h e  s tands  as be fo re ,  b u t  a l s o  f o r  v iewing  t h e  races on horse- 
back and from t h e i r  c a r r i a g e s . '  

N e i t h e r  was r a c i n g  t h e  h i g h l y  o rgan ised s p o r t  t h a t  e x i s t s  today. 
U n t i l  t h e  l a t e  1830s s tandards  o f  conduct and d i s c i p l i n e  were s t i l l  
dep lo rab ly  low and c l e a r l y  needed reform. Th is  was undertaken, 
a f t e r  1836, by L o r d  George Bent inck ,  the  dominant member o f  t he  
Jockey Club, who i n t r o d u c e d  order  and r e g u l a r i t y  i n t o  race meet ings 
w i t h  t h e  sole aim o f  improv ing  the  s p o r t  f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  spec t -  
a t o r s .  He decreed t h a t  races  shou ld  s t a r t  dead on t ime; t h a t  
horses  were t o  be sadd led  i n  a designated area i n  f u l l  view o f  t h e  
crowd, and paraded i n  f r o n t  o f  t he  stands b e f o r e  the  s t a r t  o f  every 
race. He i n t r o d u c e d  race  cards  i n  which the  number o f  each horse  
corresponded w i t h  t he  j o c k e y ' s  name and h i s  mas te r ' s  r a c i n g  co lou rs :  
and inven ted  the  t e l e g r a p h  board which d i sp layed  the  runners '  numbers 
i n  a prominent p o s i t i o n  on t h e  course. As w i l l  be discussed l a t e r ,  
t h e r e  i s  sound ev idence t o  show t h a t  t he  Ben t inck  system became 
i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n t o  t h e  o r g a n i s a t i o n  o f  the  Banbury races  which were 
r e v i v e d  a f t e r  a l apse  o f  e x a c t l y  a decade. 

i n  t h e  U n i t e d  Kingdom, Ox fo rdsh i re  c o u l d  o f f e r  o n l y  two One-day. 
meet ings,  b o t h  i n  t h e  n o r t h e r n  p a r t  o f  t h e  county : a t  C o t t i s f o r d  
and Banbury. 

t h e  promoters t o  r e - i n t r o d u c e  the  Banbury summer races  which, accord- 
i n g  t o  t h e  June i s s u e  o f  t he  Banbury Guardian, were " t o  take  p l a c e  ... over t h e  former course' ' ;2 
announced i n  t h e  Ox fo rd  C i t y  and County Chron ic le  t h a t  "The Banbury 
races ,  under t h e  ausp ices  o f  t he  R i g h t  Hon. Visc.  V i l l i e r s ,  and 
T . T .  Drake, jun., Esq., stewards, w i t h  t h e  ab le  ass is tance o f  
M r .  E .  Stanley,3 c l e r k  o f  t he  course, which a r e  f i x e d  t o  take  
p l a c e  on t h e  9 t h  o f  August, have c rea ted  cons ide rab le  i n t e r e s t  i n  
t h i s  county,  more p a r t i c u l a r l y  as i t  i s  expected t h a t  the  Oxford  
races  w i l l  be d i scon t inued" .  4 

In 1842, t h e  year i n  which races  were h e l d  i n  141 p laces  o f  s p o r t  

A f t e r  p u b l i c  d i s c u s s i o n s  i n  t h e  sp r ing ,  t h e  d e c i s i o n  was taken by 

and on J u l y  2nd i t  was f o r m a l l y  
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The prospec t  o f  t he  fo r thcoming event  d i d  n o t ,  however, meet w i t h  
unanimous approva l  from within t h e  community. Already i n  1841 
when rumours o f  a r e v i v a l  were p robab ly  a s t i r ,  a h a n d b i l l  (no  doubt 
expressing l o c a l  d i s s e n t i n g  o p i n i o n )  was c i r c u l a t e d  th roughout  the  
town u r g i n g  c a u t i o n  on a l l  c lasses  i n  t h e  ma t te r  o f  t h e i r   upp port.^ 
A year l a t e r ,  s h o r t l y  b e f o r e  the  meet ing,  o u t r i g h t  h o s t i l i t y  was 
openly dec la red  from the  p u l p i t  o f  t he  Ang l ican  church  i n  a sermon 
dhich,  accord ing  t o  an a r t i c l e  i n  t h e  OCCC ( J u l y  30 th )  ' I . . .  was a 
v i o l e n t  and d i r e c t  a t t a c k  upon the  promoters  o f  t h e  ensuing Banbury 
Races, t he  D issen te rs ,  and C h a r t i s t  a g i t a t o r s " . 6  
the p reacher ' s  f i r s t  t a r g e t  f o r  comment the  C h r o n i c l e  f e l t  t h a t  "As 
t o  the races, we may w e l l  leave these t o  be defended by t h e  Committee, 
the  Stewards, and the  Sec re ta r ies .  We do n o t  t h i n k  t h e  races  can 
be defended on the  f o o t i n g  t h a t  they  w i l l  be a peoun iary  b e n e f i t  t o  
the town; on the  contrary,we b e l i e v e  t h a t  they  w i l l  p rove  a l o s s ,  
only some t e n  o r  a dozen i n d i v i d u a l s  b e i n g  ga ine rs .  The races can 
on ly  be defended as a ' h o l i d a y ' ,  and i t  behoves t h e  promoters t o  
take every ca re  t h a t  i t  s h g l l  be a h o l i d a y ,  as f a r  as s h a l l  be i n  
t h e i r  power, una l l oyed  by those d i s g r a c e f u l  scenes and p r a c t i c e s ,  
common a t  most races". 

Though regarded as a c o n t r o v e r s i a l  i s s u e  i n  c e r t a i n  qua r te rs ,  i n  
the eyes o f  t he  s p o r t i n g  wor ld  Banbury was t o  t a k e  t h e  p l a c e  o f  
Oxford as t h e  major r a c i n g  venue i n  t h e  county d u r i n g  i t s  f i v e  con- 
secu t i ve  seasons from 1842-46. 

i s  marked by a n o t i c e a b l e  improvement i n  t h e  s t a n d a r d i z a t i o n  o f  
r a c i n g  p r a c t i c e .  To see how t h i s  opera ted  a L t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  l e v e l  
we can t u r n  t o  a r a r e  p i e c e  o f  documentary evidence i n  t h e  form o f  
a race ca rd  ( p r i n t e d  by Wm. P o t t s  f o r  t h e  1842 meet ing)  which serves 
as an e x c e l l e n t  example o f  Lo rd  B e n t i n c k ' s  r e c e n t  i nnova t ion .  
Here c l e a r l y  s e t  o u t  a t e  t h e  e n t r i e s  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  by numbers, t h e  
p rec i se  s t a r t i n g  t imes, and the  s a d d l i n g  and parade r e g u l a t i o n s  e tc . ,  
drawn up by the  c l e r k  o f  t he  course t o  i m  ose orde r  and p u n c t u a l i t y  
throughout t h e  event .  ( s e e  i l l u s t r a t i o n ) .  ' Rely ing  on supple- 
mentary i n f o r m a t i o n  from Weatherby's Racing Calender i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  
t o  i d e n t i f y  many l e a d i n g  members o f  t h e  r a c i n g  f r a t e r n i t y  drawn n o t  
on ly  f rom t h e  ne ighbour ing  coun t ies ,  but as f a r  a f i e l d  as H e r t f o r d -  
s h i r e  and Middlesex, t h e i r  names l e n d i n g  cons ide rab le  p r e s t i g e  t o  
th is  p r o v i n c i a l  meeting. 
V i l l i e r s ,  Lord Warwick, and t h e  famous Isaac  Day o f  G louces te rsh i re ,  
(misnamed as M r .  J. Day on the  ca rd )  who raced a t  major meetings a l l  
over t h e  count ry ,  i n c l u d i n g  Ascot and Newmarket. Ox fo rdsh i re  was 
represented by Abraham T .  Rawlinson who k e p t  a superb stud o f  
r a c i n g  thoroughbreds a t  Chadl ington; as  w e l l  as s e v e r a l  owners f rom 
the Banbury', L o c a l i t y ,  v i z . ,  W. White o f  Sho t teswe l l ,  John CalessJ, 
son o f  a Ca l thorpe  farmer, John C la r idge ,  l a n d l o r d  o f  t h e  Vine 
Tavern, and Barnes Aus t in ,  brewer. a 

m ing l i ng  i t s  own brand o f  en te r ta inmen t  w i th  t h a t  p rov ided  by a 
t r a v e l l i n g  c i r c u s  p i t c h e d  nearby. 
Mercury 's  r e p o r t  (Aug. 13 th ) ,  "The l i s t s  were w e l l  f i l l e d ,  and 

S i n g l i n g  o u t  

As a l ready  mentioned t h i s  pe r iod ,  when compared t o  t h e  e a r l y  1830s 

Most prominent among them were Lord  

The f i r s t  o f  t he  r e v i v e d  meet ings was by a l l  accounts a success, 

Accord ing  t o  t h e  Northampton 
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1 BANBURY RACES, 

'. . :, The BANDURY STAKES of 10 Sow. each, 5n., with 50 SUVR. rddrd. 
T\VU Milcs :- 

To atart at tlal/.part Tneltv, to the iriinutr. 

( .  D ,  

. . t  , .  ~ 

*No. d. Ib, . 1 . 4  7 Mr. Nightingall'. &.~.(IoLc N i c k , )  4 ym,. . purple am1 while d r i p ,  Owxru,  

. .- 
STE W.4 R IN. 1 f",.,;; ' '  'rIlE RIGH'C JIONOURAULIS TIiE VIS<!OUS'1' \ ILIdIEHS.  ... . ~ :.- * T. T. DRAKE, JUN., ESQ. 

FIRST 'RACE. . ,  I .  

.j 1.-10 12 Hon. 0. Ongleyi ch. c .  Humility, 4 y n  W. M y  opd cap, w. alv#., CAI.LUWAT, 
h-2.--10 . 7 .  Mr. Ekin'r br. a. Conicon. 4 yn.. ............... crinuun, blk cap, b'wsm. - &-I1 1 Mr. Ncwlodr br. m. Lopwing,by Napolcon le Orande, G yeon, whild M y .  .._. . Y '  &n rlervcr, black cup, ................................ D A ? ~ , .  
. 4.-.0, 1 Yr. Robron'r eh., e. by Ebkmcun, 3 yn ...... blru, am1 blk. cap, U.IUMVLL 

:y,&iO' 7 Mr. Bryuir b..g. Protr~lant, 4 yn ............................ .2.,,.thycy:' 
:6'* 10 4 Mr. Covyerhb. m. Thr blik. 4 y q  ..... , ............ blur. and orasp oop- 

i0:L-o .7 Mr. ,Wdayich .  C. Councillor, by Mun+g. put 01' Co(clily'# dam b..fm.Jr 
. f& 0; 4 Mr. Knowlu'b. m. The Dw:, 3 yrs.. ....... .whl. body. blue 8 1 ~ ~ .  r5"44r(re 

.-  ...................................... . .- purple budy, while t lw.  4 blh wp,: . . .  
.. ;1 

-I-___ _ _ _ I  .-___ . 1 _.- ,.;.-a/ 

Race Card fo r  August 9 th  1842 
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. FOURTH RACE. 

- _  
. . . . .  * d  ----, . -  

Race Card f o r  August 9 th  1042 (Reverse) 
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the  f i e l d s  i n  which the  races  took  p l a c e  were crowded w i t h  booths 
and s t a l l s  o f  a l l  k i nds ,  bes ides  shows e tc . ,  ... The whole a f f a i r  
seemed t o  g i v e  genera l  s a t i s f a c t i o n  t o  those present ,  and every- 
t h i n g  passed o f f  most peaceably. The races  over,  an immense 
number o f  persons adjourned t o  t h e  c i r c u s ,  where they were g r a t i f i e d  
by a f i r s t - r a t e  performance by M r .  B a t t y ' s  company o f  eques t r i ans  
and o the r  performers".  As r e p o r t e d  i n  the  Oxford Jou rna l  
(Aug. 13 th )  t he  course was l a t e r  t aken  over f o r  some i n f o r m a l  spo r t :  
"Several  pony races and a h u r d l e  race  came o f f  on Wednesday t o  amuse 
those persons who were l e f t  i n  t h e  town". P ra i se  was bestowed on 
".. . those who had the  management o f  t h e  races  throughout f o r  t h e  
able manner i n  which they  performed t h e i r  s e v e r a l  o f f i c e s " .  Thanks 
t o  t h e i r  e f f o r t s  e a r l i e r  f e a r s  o f  ' d i s g r a c e f u l  scenes' had thus 
been a l l ayed ,  though they  were t o  be more than f u l l y  r e a l i s e d  a t  
next y e a r ' s  event which, as i t  f i n a l l y  t u rned  ou t ,  ended i n  d i s a s t e r .  

The 1843 meeting, under the  s tewardsh ip  o f  L i e u t .  Col. Nor th  and 
Wi l l i am C o l l i n s ,  M.P.l,Owas h e l d  on August 8 th .  
cons is ted  o f  s i x  s takes  races, a g i f t  o f  50 sovere igns  be ing  added 
t o  the  fou r th race ,  t he  Ne i th rop  s takes ,  by H.W. Tancred, Banbury's,Mp. 

Th is  season saw some f i n e  new improvements t o  the  f a c i l i t i e s  
p rov ided f o r  t h e  h ighe r -c lass  s p e c t a t o r ,  which i nc luded  two grand- 
stands: one f o r  t h e  race  committee ( e r e c t e d  a t  t h e i r  excense) 
beneath which a re f reshments  boo th  was l e t  t o  two loca l -pub l i cans ; :  
Charles Page o f  t he  F l y i n g  Horse, and John Hunt o f  the  Unicorn,  each 
being a subscr iber  o f  one guinea t o  t h e  race  fund; and Treacher 's  
stand r e c e n t l y  purchased by t h e  committee who ' I . . .  had i t  p u t  
i n t o  s u b s t a n t i a l  r e p a i r  and e l e g a n t l y  f i t t e d  up f o r  t he  accommoda- 
t i o n  o f  the  Publ ic" ."  The s tewards '  o r d i n a r y  was prepared by 

t o  the  lower ranks were, accord ing  t o  George Herber t ,  o f  a more 
rough-and-ready na tu re .  I n  one o f  h i s  anecdotes he r e c a l l s  t h a t  
"There was one c u r i o u s  custom which I can sca rce l y  understand now. 
I t  was t h i s :  t h e r e  was always a low s e t  o f  people near t h e  br idge,  
c a l l e d  Waterloo, and a t  these races  they  always were a l l owed  t o  
s e l l  beer w i thou t  any l i c e n c e  by c u t t i n g  a bough from a t r e e  and 
p l a c i n g  i t  over the  door. They d i d  t h i s  a l s o  a t  Newland wake. 
But t he  mag is t ra tes  were n o t  so p a r t i c u l a r  a t  t h i s  t ime, as anyone 
who s o l d  l i q u o r  or beer c o u l d  e r e c t  a booth  a t  t he  races  and s e l l ,  
and no n o t i c e  g i ven  or rece ived,  a l t hough  i t  was i n  another county"!* 
[ i . e .  Nor thants ] .  

season had ' I . . .  bought on another and a b e t t e r  meeting o f  t he  
Banbury ' r e v i v a l '  .... The course presented  an e x t r a o r d i n a r y  
appearance; thousands o f  we l l -d ressed persons were congregated t h e r e  
and a l l  k i n d s  o f  no i ses  met t h e  ear...", n o t  t o  ment ion the  music 
o f  the gypsies - "those cons tan t  f requen te rs ,  the  c o n t i n e n t a l  women, 
one armed w i t h  a sp ine t to ,and t h e  o t h e r  w i t h  a tambourine" As t o  
the arrangements on the  'course, these were considered t o  be a g rea t  
improvement over t h e  p rev ious  year.  
e f f i c i e n c y  o f  "a detachment o f  t he  r u r a l  p o l i c e  o f  Northamptonshire' '  
i n  keeping the  course c l e a r  o f  s p e c t a t o r s  and m a i n t a i n i n g  order  ; 1 3  

The programme 

. C.W.Fowler, l a n d l o r d  o f  t h e  Red L i o n  Ho te l .  Amenit ies c a t e r i n g  

I n  t h e  o p i n i o n  o f  t h e  Banbury Guardian (August 10 th )  t he  1843 

T r i b u t e  was p a i d  t o  t h e  ' 
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and t o  M r .  H.A. Dalby, t imber  merchant who " . . . unso l i c i t ed ,  made 
an e x c e l l e n t  road-way over the  m i l l - s t rpam. . . "  t o  a l l o w  e a s i e r  
access f o r  pedes t r i ans  approaching the  yround from t h e  town ( i n  f a c t  
a repeat  o f  t he  temporary b r i d g e  he had cons t ruc ted  f o r  t he  1842 
meet ing.  
t h e  rac ing ,  a d d i t i o n a l  amusement be ing  p rov ided  by Mr. W r i g h t ' s  
t r a v e l l i n g  menagerie. 

f o r  some e u l o g i s t i c  comment from the  s p o r t i n g  paper,  B e l l ' s  L i f e  i n  
London, i n  i t s  r e p o r t  on August 1 3 t h  : "Banbury has the  c r e d i t  o f  
hav ing  i t s  races  managed i n  a s t y l e  which would r e f l e c t  c r e d i t  on 
some more impor tan t  p laces .  The course was admi rab ly  kept ,  the  
s t a r t s  were good and t h e r e  was no ted ious  de lay  between the  races...  
Taken a l t o g e t h e r ,  we shou ld  say t h e r e  have been few p leasanter  
d a y ' s  s p o r t  throughout the  season". 

t h e  Oxford  Jou rna l  (August 12 th )  i t  was lea rned  t h a t  a spec ta to r  
perched up i n  a h i g h  t r e e  the  b e t t e r  t o  view t h e  races, f e l l  down 
branch and a l l  i n t o  some water below, i n j u r i n g  h i s  ankle;  and 
M r .  A.B. Rye, a Banbury surgeon had two bones i n  h i s  , foot  broken 
by the  f a l l  o f  h i s  mount on the  course. Spor t  con t inued over i n t o  
t h e  f o l l o w i n g  day when s e v e r a l  matches were r u n  f o r  by l o c a l  towns- 
men, one o f  whom was t h e  l o c a l  b u i l d e r ,  R ichard  C la r idge ,  who b roke  
h i s  leg .  The Northampton Hera ld  was a lone i n  r e p o r t i n g  (Sept.2nd) 
an i n c i d e n t  i n v o l v i n g  a p i ckpocke t  who s t o l e  "...a r e t i c u l e  w i t h  
g reen t a s s e l s  and i t s  contents. . . " ,  from a l ady  i n s i d e  a c a r r i a g e  
d u r i n g  the  f i r s t  race .  He was chased and l a t e r  apprehended by 
George Morgan, Constable o f  K inys  SJLLon. 

meet ing  d e t e r i o r a t e d  i n t o  a s t a t e  o f  rampant d i s o r d e r  a f t e r  many 
hours  o f  heavy d r i n k i n g  and a l l  n i g h t  dancing on t h e  p a r t  o f  t he  
rougher element, f i n a l l y  ending i n  a r i o t .  I t  appeared t h a t  on 
t h e  evening o f  August 9 t h  t h e  Northamptonshire p o l i c e ,  i n  t r y i n g  
t o  p revent  a f i g h t ,  were a t tacked  w i th  stones by a f u r i o u s  mob and 
fo rced t o  r e t i r e  a f t e r  s u s t a i n i n g  s e r i o u s  i n j u r i e s .  The a f f a i r  was 
recorded by George Herbe r t  i n  h i s  own pe rsona l  v e r s i o n  as f o l l o w s :  
"There used t o  be races  h e l d  here  i n  t h e  M i l l  Meadows, and I 
r e c o l l e c t  a t  one o f  these some r i o t i n g  took p lace .  I was the re ,  
b u t  n o t  amongst i t .  I t  thundered and l i g h t e n e d  f e a r f u l l y ,  and the  
r a i n  came i n  t o r r e n t s ,  and as I had a d r y  p l a c e  i n  one o f  t he  booths,  
I kep t  my b e r t h ,  b u t  I saw the  peop le  r u s h i n g  about and s c u f f l i n g ,  
b u t  d i d  n o t  know what i t  a l l  meant u n t i l  t h e  nex t  day ..... Some o f  
t h e  p a r t i e s  connected were had up a f t e r  t he  r i o t i n g  and sent  t o  
gao l " .  

The t ru th  o f  the  s t o r y  was t h a t  t h e  race  committee o f f e r e d  a 
reward o f  f 3  f o r  i n f o r m a t i o n  l e a d i n g  t o  the  apprehension o f  t h e  
r i o t e r s ,  though i t  was over two weeks b e f o r e  any a r r e s t s  were made. 
On August 26 th  f i f t e e n  men were de ta ined  i n  Banbury gao l  u n t i l  t he  
2 8 t h  when they were taken t o  appear b e f o r e  t h e  mag is t ra tes  a t  t h e  
B rack ley  P e t t y  Sessions. 
(Sept.  2nd) i t  t r a n s p i r e d  t h a t  c e r t a i n  h i g h l y  c r i t i c a l  obse rva t i ons  

As i n  the  p rev ious  year a lso ,  t h e r e  was more than Jus t  

As f a r  as the  conduct o f  t he  event was concerned t h i s  came i n  

The meet ing was, however, n o t  w i thou t  i t s  misadventures. From 

Sadly, and much t o  the  town's h o r r o r  and dismay, t h i s  season's 

1 4  

From t h e  Northampton H e r a l d ' s  r e p o r t  
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were made by the  mag is t ra tes ,  b o t h  d u r i n g  and a f t e r  t he  hear ing  ; 
' I . .  i t  seemed t o  be t h e i r  op in ion ,  t h a t  t h e  n i g h t  scenes.... 
witnessed on the  Banbury ground w i th in  
on the  l a s t  day were most unusual and d i s g r a c e f u l ,  and such as would 
make races  so conducted q u i t e  a nuisance t o  the  neighbourhood ... 
They considered, moreover t h a t ,  as a t  o the r  p r o v i n c i a l  towns, t he  
assemblage on the  course shou ld  have ceased wi th  t h e  races, and 
t h a t  no booths .shou ld  have p rov ided  re f reshments  and exc i tements  
a f t e r  t h e  r a c i n g  had been concluded for  t h e  day. 
a t t r i b u t e d  t h e  c h i e f  e v i l s  complained o f  t o  a r e p e t i t i o n  o f  the  
r a c i n g  on t h e  second day. Indeed, i f  the  second day ' s  racing.. .  
be n o t  comple te ly  abandoned ...... the  Banbury races  aught for t h e  
f u t u r e  t o  be d i scon t inued  a l toge the r " .  

t h e  booths a f t e r  t h e  races  

On t h e  whole, they  

Evelyn Brown-Grant. 

t o  be concluded 

Footnotes 
1. See t h e  s c a l e  o f  admission fees i n  the  1842 race  card,  as 

2 .  I t  was n o t  u n t i l  1844 t h a t  t h e  course  was f i r s t  r e f e r r e d  t o  as 
i l l u s t r a t e d .  

be ing  s i t u a t e d  ' I . . .  i n  the  usua l  p l a c e  ... a d j o i n i n g  t h e  t o w n  on 
the Northamp t o n e h i r e  s i d e  o f  t h e  r i v e r  Cherwel l "  (Oxford  
Chron ic le ,  10 August) .  

o f  t h e  f i f t h  E a r l  o f  Jersey who main ta ined a s e l e c t  thoroughbred 
s tud  a t  M idd le ton  Stoney, Oxon. Cap ta in  o f  F Troop o f  t h e  Oxon. 
Yeomanry Cava l ry ;  M.P. f o r  C i rences te r  f rom 1844-52. 
Thomas T y r w h i t t  Drake o f  Shardeloes, Bucks., e l d e s t  son o f  
1.1. Drake o f  Buckne l l  House ( n r .  B i c e s t e r ) ;  succeeded h i s  f a t h e r  
as Master o f  t he  B i c e s t e r  and Warden H i l l  Hunt i n  1851. H igh ly  
respected as  a farmer,  sportsman and consummate judge o f  horses 
and hounds. 
Edward Stan ley ,  v e t e r i n a r y  surgeon o f  Banbury who r a n  an animal 
i n f i r m a r y ,  l i v e r y  s t a b l e s  and shoe ing  fo rge  on the  Green, near 
Horse F a i r .  

3. Viscount George V i l l i e r s  o f  Upton House, Warwicks., e l d e s t  son 

C le rke  o f  t h e  course from 1842-6. 
4. Racing a t  Oxford  was suspended u n t i l  1.848. 
5. P o t t s '  C o l l e c t i o n  : 1841 (no. 64).  Banbury P u b l i c  L i b r a r y .  
6. The Es tab l i shed  Church was a s taunch suppor te r  o f  p o l i t i c a l  

Conservatism i n  Banbury. Since t h e  v i c a r ,  T.W. Lancas ter  
r a r e l y  came t o  take  t h e  se rv i ces ,  t h i s  sermon was p robab ly  
g iven by t h e  r e s i d e n t  c u r a t e  Thomas Mardon. 

7. Race ca rd  : Accession no- 990.71.14. Banbury Museum. 
8. Barnes Austin o f  South Bar S t r e e t ,  son o f  t h e  prosperous brewer 

Richard Austin, who d i e d  i n  1840. Accord ing  t o  George Herber t ,  
he spent most o f  h i s  i n h e r i t e d  wea l th  on b reed ing  and t r a i n i n g  
racehorses. 
Bodicote --- and had a jockey  o f  h i s  own, b u t  never d i d  any good 

"He made a race-course upon h i s  own p r o p e r t y  a t  

~ a t  t h i s  business. He c a r r i e d  on t h i s  f o r  years  but I never 
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Footnotes  (contd . )  
heard  o f  h i s  w inn ing  any th ing  o f  importance". (Shoemakers 

9. 

Window, p.117). 
H i s  r a c i n g  reco rd ,  however, shows t h a t  he was a winner a t  
C o t t i s f o r d  and Bromsgrove i n  1843; a t  Hungerford,  Warwick and 
Banbury i n  1844; a t  Peckham, Surrey and Banbury i n  1845; and 
a t  Coventry and Shrewsbury i n  1847. 
number o f  f i r s t - r a t e  h i r e d  jockeys, n o t a b l y  K ing ,  Calloway and 
Wake f i e l d .  
E a r l y  r a c i n g  c o l o u r s  : b lue ,  and b lack  cap; adopted p i n k  and 
w h i t e  s t r i p e ,  b l a c k  cap i n  1849. 
Ceorge Herber t  no tes  t h a t  on the  wasteland n e x t  t o  H.A. Da lby ' s  
t imber  yard  near t h e  b r idge ,  ' I . . .  t he  v i s i t i n g  c i r cuses  used 
t o  e r e c t  t h e i r  b u i l d i n g s  o f  wood f o r  t h e i r  horsemanship, one o f  
which was the  name o f  Ba t tey  [ s i c ]  . . . I t ,  whose l e a d i n g  eques t r i an  
was h i s  son-in-law, Hughes, the  son o f  a Banbury umbre l la  r e p a i r -  
man i n  Broad S t .  ( I b i d . ,  p.115). 

H is  successes were due t o  a 

10.John Sydney Doyle,  who mar r i ed  Baroness Nor th  o f  Wroxton Abbey, 
assumed h i s  w i f e ' s  surname i n  1838. He l e n t  h i s  p r e s t i g e  t o  
many s o c i a l  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  Banbury, eg., t he  A g r i c u l t u r a l  and 
Conserva t ive  Assoc ia t ions ,  and the  race  meetings. 
W i l l i a m  C o l l i n s  o f  Warwick, tanner ,  r a d i c a l  re fo rmer  and r a c i n g  
en thus ias t .  M.P. f o r  Warwick from 1837-52. 

11. Banbury Guardian (August 3 rd ) .  The grandstand, b u i l t  by John 
Treacher o f  t he  Swan and Cas t le  Inn,  Buckingham, was h i r e d  ou t  
from t h e  e a r l y  1830s t o  va r ious  race  meetings, eg. Newport, 
S t .  Albans, Oxford, Abingdon, C o t t i s f o r d ,  and ( i n  1842) Banbury 
( s e e  race  c a r d ) .  I t  was auc t ioned a f t e r  Treacher 's  death i n  
1842, and aga in  i n  May 1843 a f t e r  t he  Winslow races, when i t  was 
desc r ibed  as a p o r t a b l e  s tand w i th  s e a t i n g  f o r  500 i n  the  g a l l e r y ,  
refreshment rooms below; a bar ,  b e t t i n g  booths, jockeys '  weigh- 
i n g  room, and a c a r r i a g e  f o r  easy t r a n s p o r t .  

12.Shoemaker's Window, p.114. 
13.The racecourse came under the  a u t h o r i t y  o f  t h e  Brack ley  d i v i s i o n  

o f  t he  Nor thants .  County Constabulary which had been formed i n  
1840. On t h i s  occasion the  f o r c e  on du ty  cons is ted  o f  
Super intendent C.W. T i n k l e r  and fou r  cons tab les .  

14. Shoemaker's Window, p.114. 
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BANBURY HORSE FAIRS I N  THE 18th CENTURY 

Among the  records  o f  t he  Borough o f  Banbury depos i ted  i n  the  
Oxfordsh i re  Record O f f i c e  i s  a ' T o l l  Book f o r  t h e  Sa le  o f  Horses' .  
The book r e l a t e s  s o l e l y  t o  sa les  a t  f a i r s  and covers  t h e  p e r i o d  
between 1753 and 1767 w i t h  two i s o l a t e d  re fe rences  f o r  1825 and 1826. 
The book was kep t  i n  con fo rm i t y  w i t h  the  terms o f  two Ac ts  o f  P a r l i a -  
ment, An Acte agaynst t he  byeng o f  s t o l e n  Horses 2 and 3 P h i l i p  and 
Mary c V I I  1555 and An Acte t o  avoyde Horse s t e a l i n g e  31 E l i z a b e t h  
c XI1 1588-9.2 
a t  one p a r t i c u l a r  p l a c e  i n  any f a i r  or  market and r e q u i r e d  the t o l l  
gatherer t o  keep a reco rd  o f  t he  name, occupat ion  and p l a c e  o f  
residence o f  t he  buyers and s e l l e r s ,  and i f  the  s e l l e r  were unknown 
t o  h i m ,  o f  a voucher o r  w i tness  t o  t h e  s e l l e r ' s  honesty.  The t o l l  
gatherer was a l s o  expected t o  no te  t h e  p r i c e  p a i d  f o r  t h e  horse  and 
a d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  i t s  appearance. 

who was expected t o  con t inue  t o  keep a t o l l  book and r e t u r n  i t  t o  
the Town C le rk .  I f  Grimes d i d  obey the  requ i remen t the  book has 
f a i l e d  t o  s u r v i v e .  I t  a l s o  Seems most u n l i k e l y  t h a t  t h e  sa les  
l i s t e d  between 1753 and 1767 can be a f u l l  account o f  t h e  horse  t r a d e  
a t  Banbury f a i r s .  Horse s a l e s  were recorded a t  Banbury 's  Twel f th ,  
Fish,  Holy Thursday, Corpus C h r i s t i ,  Lammas Day, Mop and S t .  Luke 's  
f a i r s .  t he  f i r s t  f i v e  were no tab le  f o r  horses and a re fe rence  from 
1834 i l l u s t r a t e s  t h e  cons iderab le  t r a d e  a t  t h e  Twe l f t h  F a i r :  

1 

These a c t s  s p e c i f i e d  t h a t  horses  shou ld  be s o l d  

I n  1768 the  r i g h t  t o  c o l l e c t  t he  t o l l s  was leased t o  John Grimes, 

Banbury Twe l f t h  F a i r  for horses  &c commenced 
on Monday l a s t ,  and a l though  t h e r e  have been 
more horses known t o  a t t e n d  on former occasions, 
t h e r e  was s t i l l  a very  good show - say 4 o r  500. 3 

However, t h e  g r e a t e s t  number o f  t r a n s a c t i o n s  recorded a t  one f a i r  
i n  the T o l l  Book i s  twenty - four  a t  t h e  Corpus C h r i s t i  F a i r  i n  1754. 
Frequent ly and e s p e c i a l l y  from the  l a t e  1750s o n l y  one o r  two sa les  
were recorded. 

There a re  two p o s s i b l e  exp lana t ions  f o r  t h e  low l e v e l  o f  re tu rns .  
F i r s t l y ,  t he  records  may s imp ly  have been kep t  i n  a r a t h e r  haphazard 
way. 

4 ac t i ons  i n v o l v i n g  well-known and obv ious l y  respec tab le  l o c a l  people. 
Secondly, i t  i s  l i k e l y  t h a t  much o f  t h e  horse  d e a l i n g  i n  Banbury, 
even on f a i r  days, was conducted p r i v a t e l y ,  n o t  under t h e  superv i s ion  
o f  the a u t h o r i t i e s .  Much o f  t he  p r i v a t e  d e a l i n g  would have been 
in fo rma l  b u t  as the  18 th  cen tu ry  progressed i t  began t o  develop a 
cons iderab le  measure o f  o rgan isa t i on .  . I n  1788, f o r  example, 
Jackson's Oxford  Jou rna l  repor ted :  

I n  p a r t i c u l a r  l i t t l e  ca re  may have been taken t o  n o t e  t rans -  

REPOSITORY f o r  t he  Sale o f  HORSES WHITE L I O N  INN, 
BANBURY, Oxfordsh i re .  

JAMES BEVAN a t  t he  above I n n  begs Ueave t o  
i n f o r m  t h e  P u b l i c k ,  t h a t  he has opened a REPOSITORY 
f o r  t he  Sa le  o f  HORSES, e i t h e r  by Hand or by Auct ion .  



The f i r s t  Sale t o  be on Thursday nex t  t he  24 th  
I n s t a n t ,  and t o  cont inue,  every F o r t n i g h t  from 
t h a t  Day, and a l s o  on every  F a i r  Day. 

Two o t h e r  problems reduce the  va lue  o f  t h e  records .  F i r s t l y ,  
a l t hough  most p laces  can be i d e n t i f i e d  w i t h o u t  d i f f i c u l t y ,  p lace  
names seem o f t e n  t o  have been w r i t t e n  down as they were pronounced 
w i t h  t he  r e s u l t  t h a t  t h e  i d e n t i t y  o f  a number o f  towns and v i l l a g e s  
i s  unc lea r .  For  example, S t r a i n a r l y  can o n l y  be i d e n t i f i e d  as 
S t r a t t o n  Audley because F r a n c i s  Bedwin from the  v i l l a g e  at tended 
t h e  f a i r s  on a number o f  occasions and the  name i s  l a t e r  much 
c l e a r e r .  Secondly, and more u n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  occupat ions were seldom 
recorded. 

Never the less  a g r e a t  dea l  can be l ea rned  from t h e  records  b o t h  
about t h e  horse  t r a d e  and about t h e  c l i e n t e l e  and market areas o f  
Banbury f a i r s .  A t y p i c a l  re fe rence  would r u n  as fo l l ows :  

George Pau l1  o f  H inck ley  Co. o f  L e i c e s t e r  
s o l d  t o  Tho. Rogers o f  South Newton (Newington) 
Co. o f  Oxon a Chesnuts Mare B laze  & two wh i te  
heels---  Ps 8;/0/0 
Vo. Henery Tawney o f  t h e  P a r i s h  o f  Es tnor  
(Eas tno r )  Co. o f  Here ford  

The f u l l e s t  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  a horse  would i n c l u d e  i t s  sex, age, 
h e i g h t ,  c o l o u r  p l u s  any d i s t i n g u i s h i n g  marks, and p r i c e .  However, 
o f t e n  o n l y  t h e  sex, c o l o u r  and p r i c e  were g iven.  Throughout t h e  
p e r i o d  1753-1767 t h e  l a r g e s t  s i n g l e  ca tegory  o f  horses s o l d  was 
mares wi th  100 s a l e s  noted. Seventy-four ge ld ings ,  f i f t y - n i n e  
horses, f i f t e e n  c o l t s  and f i v e  f i l l i e s  were a l s o  recorded. The 
p r i c e s  ranged from 10s.6d. f o r  a b lack  horse  t o  E17 f o r  a b lack  
ge ld ing .  However, 89.9 per  cen t  o f  horses c o s t  between f3 .0s . ld .  
and E12 and nar rowing  t h e  band f u r t h e r  64.4 per  cen t  cos t  between 
E4.0s.ld and E9.6 
1 7 t h  cen tu ry  E8 was a f a i r l y  h i g h  f i g u r e  t o  pay f o r  a horse' 
i n t e r e s t i n g l y  a t  Banbury i n  the  midd le  o f  t h e  nex t  cen tury  63.5 per  
c e n t  o f  horses s t i l l  c o s t  f8 or  less. However, D r .  Edwards i n  
another  study o f  t h e  horse  t r a d e  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  a t  t he  end o f  t h e  
S t u a r t  pe r iod ,  'packhorses c o s t  less than  E4, w h i l s t  race horses 
s o l d  a t  Penkr idge c o u l d  command p r i c e s  as h i g h  as 150 guineas' .8 
The f a c t  t h a t  a t  Banbury t h e  range o f  p r i c e s  i s  a l i m i t e d  one i s  
t h e r e f o r e  revea l i ng .  I t  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  even though the  town's 
f a i r s  were no ted  f o r  horses they  were o f t e n  s e l l i n g  what Dr.Edwards 
c a l l s  ' r a t h e r  o r d i n a r y  a l l - pu rpose  animals t o  an u n d i s c r i m i n a t i n g  
l o c a l  c l i e n t 6 1 6 .  '9 

The l e t t e r s  o f  t h e  Purefoy f a m i l y  bear o u t  t h i s  p o i n t ,  i l l u s t r -  
a t i n g  the  s o r t  o f  f u n c t i o n s  many o f  t he  horses s o l d  a t  Banbury would 
have had. I n  1739 Henry Purefoy purchased a horse  a t  Banbury f a i r  
f rom a f a r r i e r  f rom Sh ips ton  on Stoer .  Being s a t i s f i e d  wi th  the  
purchase he wro te  t o  t h e  f a r r i e r  t o  reques t  him t o  f i n d  ' a  s t r o n g  
b lack  mare f o r  a se rvan t  t o  r i d e  & t o  draw i n  t h e  c a r t  i f  occasion 
b e ' .  l 0  
complain t h a t  a ho rse  he had recommended a t  Banbury f a i r  was go ing  

Dr.  Peter  Edwards suggests t h a t  i n  the  l a t e  
and 

I n  the  same year Henry wro te  t o  W i l l i a m  Holloway t o  
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blind even though she 'has never been used above 4 or 5 days here & 
that only to walk to plough . . . I  ' '  Henry's experiences also 
indicate the hazards involved in purchasing horses and doubtless 
help to explain why vendors in the Toll Book occasionally warrented 
a horse to be sound. 

If some of the horses had a more specific function the T o l l  Book 
is not forthcoming about this, although one mare is specified as a 
cart mare and a London buyer paid E31.10s.Od. for two cart geldings. 
It is  possible that some of the mares would have been for breeding 
purposes. D r .  Edwards suggests that a pattern could be observed 
at fairs like Warwick and Stratford-Upon-Avon, with horses and 
geldings sold into the felden areas of Warwickshire and Northampton- 
shire and young stock for rearing and mares for breedin into the 
wood-pasture areas of Warwickshire and Worcestershire. '' 
are perhaps glimpses of a comparable pattern in the Banbury t o l l  
Book. For  example, purchasers from a group of parishes between 
Shipston on Stour and Rowington in Warwickshire bought mares alone. 
Further research on the occupations of buyers and se l l e r s  and on the 
agricultural and industrial preoccupations of the areas into which 
different types of stock were sold might provide more evidence to 
show when horses were being traded for specific rather than 
general purposes. 

difficult by the omission of occupations. 
they are varied. In 1757 the postmaster of Banbury sold a gelding. 
in 1766 a dealer from Leighton Buzzard sold a mare to a yeoman from, 
Shutford with a yeoman from Heath and Reach near Leighton as witness. 
in 1767 a dealer and chapman from Shipston on Stour sold a flea . 
bitten gelding to a dealer in earthenware from Kent and the witness 
was a victualler from Banbury. The same dealer in earthenware also 
bought a second gelding from a dealer from Llandrindod Wells in 
Radnor and the witness was a labourer from Banbury. Finally, in 
1825 the transaction was between two farmers and in 1826 between a 
horsedealer and a dealer and chapman. 
buyers and one witness gave their place of residence as 'mill' at 
Bloxham, Swalcliffe, Milcombe and Somerton respectively. 

Although occupations are given in only these few cases it is 
probably a good sample of the occupational groupings most usually 
represented. 
and tradesmen from the locality, horse dealers from throughout the 
country plus a handful of those like the dealer in earthenware who 
would have been attending the fairs primarily for the sale and 
purchase of other c~mmodities.'~ 
who sold a black mare at the Twelfth Fair i n  1754 turns up in the 
records of the North family as tenant of Withycombe farm between 
Wroxton and Banbury. l 4  

There 

An analysis of the clientCle of the fairs is made much more 
Where these are given 

In addition one s e l l e r ,  two 

Other sources tend to back up this picture of farmers 

Thus, Henry Cross of Withycombe 

William Leaver. who amears in the Toll . .  
Book as buyer and witness occurs in the Baptism Register of Banbury 
as a horse dealer. l 5  

Against the name of William Leaver in the Toll Book is the word 
'Roauge', leaving us in little doubt of the opinion of one Tol l  
keeper on this particular dealer. However, Or. PBber Edwards, who 
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has worked e x t e n s i v e l y  on t h e  ho rse  t rade ,  f e e l s  t h a t  ' t h e  persons 
who s tand o u t  from t h e  pages o f  t h e  t o l l  books appear ... t o  be 
work ing  h o n e s t l y  and w i t h  t h e  respec t  o f  t h e  o f f i c i a l s  wi th whom 
they  came i n t o  c o n t a c t  a t  f a i r s . '  l6 
s u r v i v e d  i n  t h e  horse  t r a d e  over s e v e r a l  genera t i ons  t h e r e  has t o  
be a presumption t h a t  i t s  members were b a s i c a l l y  honest.  A number 
o f  t h e  horse  t r a d i n g  f a m i l i e s  which Dr .  Edwards has l o c a t e d  a t  
v a r i o u s  f a i r s  d u r i n g  t h e  1 7 t h  cen tu ry  were s t i l l  i n  bus iness  a t  t h e  
t i m e  o f  t h e  Banbury T o l l  Book i n  t h e  mid 18 th .  For example, D r .  
Edwards records :  

C e r t a i n l y  when a f a m i l y  

Severa l  members o f  t h e  Walker f a m i l y  o f  Newport, 
Shropsh i re ,  t raded  a t  Derby, B r i d g n o r t h ,  Dudley 
and K idderm ins te r  a t  t he  turn o f  t h e  Seventeenth 
cen tu ry ,  w h i l s t  l a t e r  reco rds  o f  B r i d g n o r t h ,  
Banbury and Su t ton  C o l d f i e l d  f a i r s  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  
t h e i r  invo lvement  cont inued i n t o  t h e  second h a l f  
o f  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  cen tu ry .  l7 

'Thomas Leduku l  o f  F o r s e l l  CO Warwick' appears as a . w i t n e s s  f o r  
Roberk Walker a t  t h e  H o l y  Thursday f a i r  i n  1757. Other re fe rences  
suggest t h a t  t h i s  was a c t u a l l y  Thomas L y d e l l  o f  F o l e s h i l l  and a 
member o f  another n o t a b l e  f a m i l y  o f  d e a l e r s  t h e  L i d d e l l s .  Th i s  
t h e r e f o r e  suppor ts  Dr .  Edwards' comment t h a t  many o f  t h e  d e a l e r s  
knew each o t h e r  w e l l  and were indeed p a r t  o f  an i n te rconnec ted  
t r a d i n g  community.18 Dr .  ,Edwards a l s o  l o c a t e s  c e r t a i n  a reas  as 
n o t a b l e  f o r  dea le rs ,  t h e  Bedworth area o f  Warwickshire,  f o r  example, 
where horse  d e a l i n g  probab ly  developed i n  response t o  t h e  need f o r  
horses  i n  t h e  m in ing  and t r a n s p o r t  o f  coal.19 F o l e s h i l l  i s  between 
Bedworth where Dr. Edwards l o c a t e s  t h e  L i d d e l l s  i n  t h e  l a t e  1 7 t h  
century;' and Coventry.  
s o l d  a horse  t o  F r a n c i s  Bedwin 2 1  
was h i s  w i tness .  Robert  Burows a l s o  s o l d  a ho rse  w i t h  Thomas 
Gr i swo ld  o f  S t i v i c h a l 1 , ' s o u t h  o f  Coventry,  as h i s  w i tness .  L a t e r  
Thmmas ' G r i s e l l '  appeared as a w i tness  f o r  George Pau l  o f  H inck ley ,  
dhose f requen t  appearances a t  t h e  f a i r s  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  we are l o o k i n g  
a t  another dea le r .  I t  i s  n o t  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  ' G r i s e l l '  i s  from 
another  o f  Dr .  Edwards' horse-dea l ing  f a m i l i e s  t h e  F r i z e e l l s .  
C e r t a i n l y  a Thomas F r i s w e l l  o f  Bedworth can be found i n  t h e  Banbury 
reco rds  as s e l l e r  o f  a mare. 

Another a rea  which may have had a community o f  d e a l e r s  i s  t h a t  
around Stow-on-the-Wold and Moreton i n  the  Marsh i n  G louces te rsh i re .  
Another Thomas L y d a l l ,  t h i s  t ime from Moreton, i s  named as  w i tness  
f o r  a s e l l e r  f rom Tewkesbury. Joseph Kene of Keen from Maugersbury 
n e x t  t o  Stow-on-the-Wold s o l d  horses r e g u l a r l y  suggest ing  t h a t  he 
t o o  was probab ly  a dea le r .  Simon Spencer f rom Pershore, Worcester-  
s h i r e ,  a l s o  s o l d  horses  r e g u l a r l y .  One w i tness  f o r  Spencer was 
Thomas Merriman from Stow. 

f a i r s .  
Whom D r .  Edwards has a l s o  found i n  the  records  o f  Su t ton  C o l d f i e l d  
f a i r .  22 
Thomas D a n i e l  o f  Tregaron s o l d  a horse  a t  Oxford  i n  1738 23, turns 

I n  t h e  Banbury reco rds  when Thomas L y d e l l  
one Robert  Burows o f  Coventry 

Doubt less  t h e r e  were o t h e r  dea le rs  and dea le r  f a m i l i e s  a t  Banbury 
One example i s  t h e  P i l k i n g t o n  f a m i l y  from Sh ips ton  on Stour ,  

D a n i e l  Dav is  f rom Llandovery,  who was a w i tness  when 
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up at Banbury as both witness and s e l l e r ,  as does one Evan Danille, 
also o f  Llandovery, as a se l l e r .  

Turning to the distances which individuals travelled to Banbury's 
horse fairs, it is clear that the fairs attracted buyers and sel lers  
from a wide area of Central, Southern and Western England, up to 
120 miles from the town.24 Individuals came from Batcombe in 
Dorset and Wells in Somerset in the south west through to Hayes in 
Kent in the south east; from Caernarvonshire in Wales to Soham in 
East Anglia; from Newport, Shropshire in the north to Boxgrove, 
Sussex in the south. However, it is important to remember that . 
the local clientCle was still likely to dominate, even at the 
Twelfth Fair. An analysis of the transactions at the Corpus 
Christi Fair in 1754 is revealing. Twenty-four deals were recorded 
which gives seventy-two places counting the witnesses as well as 
buyers and sellers.25 Sixty-nine places have been identified. 
29 per cent o f  these were within five miles of Banbury (including 
Banbury itself); 52.2 per cent were between five and twenty miles of 
Banbury; 14.5 per cent were between twenty and fifty miles o f  
Banbury and only 4.3 per cent were over fifty miles away. Interest- 
ingly on this occasion all of the buyers lived within twenty miles 
of Banbury whereas 39.1 per cent of sellers and 16.7 per cent of 
witnesses travelled over twenty-five miles. This was not always 
the pattern,houever, as this particular fair failed to draw anyone 
from the southern counties from Berkshire southwards, almost all of 
whom attended as p u r ~ h a s e s s . ~ ~  

In conclusion, Banbury's horse  fairs were clearly of central 
importance to the local community, a majority of the towns and 
villages within fifteen miles of Banbury having at least one repres- 
entative in the Toll Book. It is noticeable that many of those 
travelling further than fifteen miles appear to have been from towns 
and villages on or  adjacent to major roads. Those travelling the 
furthest distances seem, when identified, to have been dealers. 
Most usually those would have been dealers in horses but doubtless 
others, the dealer in earthenware f o r  example, would have been at 
t!he fairs primarily to trade in other cornmoditie~.~~ 

examined several aspects o f  the information in the Banbury Toll Book 
I have in some ways scratched the surface. 
buyers, s e l l e r s  and witnesses could be identified and it might prove 
possible to establish the connections between sel lers  and witnesses. 
There may have been variations in average prices from fair to fair 
throughout the year and from year to year.28 
suggested that more research might give a better picture o f  the 
functions of the horses traded at Banbury. For  the historian of 
Banbury and its fairs there is therefore still much to explore. 

Horse toll books are an interesting source. Although I have 

Many more o f  the 
' 

I have already 

W. Thwaites. 
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BOTANY ARD BLOOD : THE DOUBLE LIFE'S 
WORK OF PROFESSORGEORGE GULLIVER- 

Cons ider ing  he i s  one o f  t h e  s e l e c t  few o f  Banbury 's  sons t o  have 
made the  D i c t i o n a r y  o f  N a t i o n a l  Biography, i t  i s  s u r p r i s i n g  t h a t  
George G u l l i v e r  i s  n o t  b e t t e r  known t o  l o c a l  h i s t o r i a n s .  
indeed, he i s  p robab ly  no more than  a name a t  bes t .  He deserves, 
however, t o  be remembered, i f  o n l y  f o r  hav ing  made s i g n i f i c a n t  
c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  knowledge i n  two q u i t e  u n r e l a t e d  s c i e n t i f i c  f i e l d s .  

l o c a l  g rocer ,  Samuel C u l l i v e r ,  who appears i n  the  1798 d i r e c t o r y  as 
one o f  t h a t  y e a r ' s  Overseers o f  t h e  Poor. 
were Presby ter ians ,  b u t  as the  m i n i s t e r  o f  t h e  Banbury congregat ion  
was n o t  l i c e n s e d  t o  per fo rm bapt isms t h e  c h i l d r e n  had t o  be taken 
t o  Bloxham f o r  t h a t  purpose. The surname can be t r a c e d  back i n  
l o c a l  reco rds  t o  t h e  seventeenth cen tu ry  i f  n o t  e a r l i e r ,  and i t  1s 
i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  r e c a l l  i n  t h a t  connect ion  t h a t  Jonathan S w i f t  i s  
repu ted  t o  have s tayed i n  Banbury i n  t h e  1720s and t o  have taken the  
name f o r  t he  he ro  o f  h i s  famous s a t i r e  from a tomb i n  i t s  churchyard.  

and, e v i d e n t l y  p r o v i n g  b r i g h t ,  was then  appren t i ced  t o  two l o c a l  
surgeons, Messrs. Jones and Wise. A f t e r  s e r v i n g  h i s  te rm w i t h  them, 
he went t o  St.Bartholomew's H o s p i t a l  i n  London t o  broaden h i s  
exper ience, i n  due course becoming p rosec to r  t o  t h e  eminent surgeon 
and anatomis t  John Abernethy as w e l l  as  d resser  t o  S i r  W i l l i a m  
Lawrence. 
t h e  gateway t o  p r a c t i c e ,  came i n  June 1826 and a year a f t e r  t h a t  he 
en te red  the  army as a h o s p i t a l  a s s i s t a n t .  Two years  l a t e r  t h e  nex t  
rung o f  t h e  ladder  was c l imbed w i t h  a move t o  the  H igh land L i g h t  
I n f a n t r y  as an a s s i s t a n t  surgeon. For  much o f  t he  decade t h a t  
fo l lowed he found h i m s e l f  s t a t i o n e d  a t  Chatham, where he was g i v e n  
charge o f  t he  Army Med ica l  Museum a t  F o r t  P i t t .  Then e v e n t u a l l y ,  
i n  1843, he gained admit tance t o  a much smarter regiment,  t he  Royal 
Home Guards, r i s i n g  i n  t h e  course o f  t ime t o  the  rank o f  f u l l  
surgeon. 

I t  was a t  t h a t  p o i n t ,  i n  a career  t h a t  had so f a r  been smooth t o  
t h e  p o i n t  o f  du l l ness ,  t h a t  a c a l a m i t y  occur red ,  when he had t h e  
m i s f o r t u n e  - or ill judgement - t o  be i n  p r o f e s s i o n a l  at tendance a t  
a d u e l  a t  which one o f  t h e  p a r t i e s  was k i l l e d .  Th is  r e s u l t e d  i n  
h i s  be ing  a r r e s t e d  and p u t  on t r i a l  a t  t he  Old  B a i l e y  accused o f  
be ing  an accompl ice t o  murder. Though he was acqu i t t ed ,  t he  
p u b l i c i t y  c l e a r l y  d i d  h i s  r e p u t a t i o n  no good, and when, s h o r t l y  
a f te rwards ,  t h e  Royal Co l lege o f  Surgeons e l e c t e d  him as one o f  i t s  
300 i n i t i a l  Fe l lows,  t h i s  was n o t  w i t h o u t  some p r o t e s t s  from t h e  
h i g h e r  and s t u f f i e r  ranks  o f  t h e  Army Med ica l  Serv ice .  E v i d e n t l y ,  
however, he l i v e d  t h a t  episode down, f o r  from 1852 t o  1864 the  
Co l l ege  o f  Surgeons was t o  r a t e  h i m  h i g h l y  enough t o  e l e c t  h i m  t o  
i t s  Counc i l  and i n  1863 t o  do h i m  t h e  s p e c i a l  honour o f  i n v i t i n g  h i m  

To most, 

Born  i n  Banbury on  5th Junep 1804, he was the  t h i r d  son o f  a 

Samuel and h i s  w i f e  Mary 

George was schooled under the  Rev. W i l l i a m  Woolston o f  Adderbury 

E l e c t i o n  as a Member o f  t h e  Royal Co l lege o f  Surgeons, 
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to deliver that year's Hunterian Oration. 
By that time he had won considerable renown for the extensive 

research he had done on blood. The first to provide detailed 
obeervations and measurements on the &ape and structure of the red 
corpuscles (in man as well as many other vertebrates), he had made 
sufficient discoveries of value to earn the much-coveted Fellowship 
of the Royal Society as early as 1839. Twenty-two years later, in 
1861, they also brought him the even greater plum o f  the Hunterian 
Chair of Comparative Anatomy and Physiology. 
study of the relationship between cholesterol and clotting, he would 
appear indeed to be the father of the present-day regime for avoid- 
ing coronaries. 

At the early age of 48 he retired from the army, and some time 
afterwards went to live in Canterbury. There a youthful interest 
in botany presently resurfaced. Throughout his teens he had been 
a passionate hunter after plants (a passion which often accompanied 
a mddical training at that period) and, very belatedly, in 1841, 
that seven years o f  fieldwork had eventually found its due embodi- 
ment in print, under the title of A Catalogue of Plants Collected 
in the Neighbourhood of Banbury. The Town's earliest local Flora, 
this ran to some 420 species o f  flowering plants and ferns together 
with 140 fungi, 72 lichens and 40 mosses and liverworts - impressive 
totals, and an impressively wide coverage, for one so young. 
About 90 of the flowering plants and ferns were first records f o r  
the then little-explored county of Northamptonshire and several as 
well for far better-known Oxfordshire. 

By the time of his retirement, after so many years o f  immersion 
in human anatomy and physiology professionally, his botanical inter- 
ests Bad not unexpectedly shifted in those directions as well. 
Consequently his published contributions on that subject (all of 
them papers in learned journals, for he never rose to the authorship 
o f  a book or attempted anything more popular in character) were now 
on topics like thenerves of the leaves of mosses, the separation of 
species by the size of their pollen grains and the nature of the 
tiny crystals, o r  raphides, found in the cells o f  many plants - all 
topics which testify to a great deal of patient peering down a 
microscope. 
The final years were marred by his gradual enfeeblement by gout, 
many of his scientific writings being produced while he was confined 
to his bed. His  death occurred on 17th November 1882 and he was 
buried in Nackington Cemetery, near Canterbury. Among his papers 
he is said to have left a privately-printed document bearinq the 

In pioneering the 

title Gulliveriana ; an Autobiography including Brief Notices o f  
Some of his Contemporaries; no one, however, seems to have been 
able to aain a siaht of it - perhaps because of its partly libel- 
lous character. 
his historically valuable herbarium, presumably full o f  specimens 
from the Banbury area collected in those immediately post-Napolonic 
years, was presented to Chatham and Rochester Literary Institution. 
No more, alas, has been heard of it since. 

-At some time, probably during his early-army years, 

David E .  Allen 
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The Flora of Oxfordshire, G.C.Druce, Oxford, 1886, 2nd edn. 1927. 
The Flora of Northamptonshire, G.C.Druce, Arbroath, 1930. 
A Catalogue o f  Plants Collected in the Neighbourhood o f  Banbury, 

G .  Gulliver. London. etc.. 1841. 
Dictionary of British and Irish Botanists and Horticulturists, 

Ray Desmond, London, 1977. 
British and Irish Herbaria,D.H. Kent and D.E. Allen, London, 1984. 
Information ex J.S.W. Gibson from Banbury Parish Registers 

Rusher's Banbury List, 1798 (copy at Institute o f  Historical 
(published by B.H,,S.) 

Research, London - this set appears to be earlier, starting 
in 1795, and more complete, than any other, probably having 
been Rusher's own). 

'THIS STINKING SMOKE' 

It was (and, I suppose, is) 'a branch o f  the sin of drunkenness, 
which is the root of all sins. .. A custom loathsome to the eye,  
hateful to the nose, harmful to the brain, dangerous to the lungs, 
and in the black, stinking fume thereof, nearest resembling the 
horrible Stygian smoke of the pit that is bottomless... Herin is 
not only a great vanity, but a sweet contempt 
that the sweetness of man's breath, being a good gift o f  God, should 
be wilfully corrupted by this stinkinq smoke.' 

Health Warning: [smoking tobacco] can seriously damage your health'. 

you stop. Things don't change. Nowadays the tax on smoking 
tobacco is a major source of revenue. Evenso, soon after its 
introduction to England in the early seventeenth century, the govern- 
ment had recognised this as a great potential income earner, impos- 
ing huge import duties and licensing ( f o r  a price) dealers in 
tobacco. 
King James I, may warn or  fulminate against it, but the Treasury, as 
always, has the last word. 

As early as 1622 Isaiah Showell, lately returned from Virginia 
in the New World, had in his will left 'the roule o f  Tabaccho he 
oweth me f o r '  to his cousin Martin Wright, whilst his probate 
inventory concluded with '88 li. o f  tobacco at 2s.6d.I worth eleven 
pounds. 
young men who did not content themselves with Banbury's restrictive 
puritan confines. A year earlier, their mother's will recorded '. 

of God's good gifts, 

Or to put it in the words o f  the 1980~, 'Danger: Government 

But it can even more seriously damage the government's income if 

The public face, whether it is the D.H.S.S. o r  (as above), 

Isaiah and his brother Nethaniah were two adventurous 
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t h a t  i f  Nethaniah ' s h a l l  n o t  r e t u r n e  i n t o  England w i th in  seven yeares 
a f t e r  my decease ( o n l e s  he s h a l l  be 
h ind rance  as sha lbe  a l l owed  by my Overseers '  t hen  h i s  b r o t h e r  was 
t o  r e c e i v e  h i s  legacy ;  I s a i a h  h i m s e l f  a t  t h a t  t ime  ' b e i n g  now i n  
V i r g i n i a  as I t h i n k e ' .  
s u r v i v e  t h e  r i g o u r s  o f  t h e  voyage. H is  mo the r ' s  ' V i r g i n i a n  c a t s k i n '  
was probab ly  a souven i r  o f  an e a r l i e r  journey .  
recorded a ' l y t l l e  fea therkgd I brough t  owt o f  V i r g i n i a '  and ' a l l  
such lands  goods and tenem 
V i r g i n i a ' ,  which were l e f t  t o  h i s  b r o t h e r - i n - l a w  John Benam. Benam 
h i m s e l f  journeyed t o  V i r g i n i a  t o  c l a i m  t h i s  i n h e r i t a n c e ,  b u t . d i e d  
w i th in  a year o r  so o f  h i s  a r r i v a l .  

c o n t r a r y  view, ' t h e  g e n t l e  a r t  o f  smoking' .  
comes another,  r e s u l t i n g  from t h e  government 's opportunism. Doubt- 
l e s s  i n  r e t u r n  f o r  a f i n a n c i a l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n ,  two ' p a t t e n t e e s ' ,  
Anthony H a l l  and W i l l i a m  G i l k e s ,  had been g ran ted  t h e  monopoly o f  
s a l e  o f  tobacco i n  t h e  borough, they 'and  t h e i r  depu t ies  s i n c e  t h e  
p a t t e n t  was g r a n t e d ' .  
f rom a d i s p u t e  which came t o  t h e  Exchequer c o u r t  i n  t h e  summer o f  

1639. 
I t  seems t h a t  an incomer had presumed t o  o f f e r  tobacco f o r  s a l e  

i n  in f r i ngemen t  o f  t h i s  momopoly, and s ta tements  rega rd ing  t h i s  were 
taken  from v a r i o u s  Banbur ians. Severa l  t e s t i f y  t h a t  no such t h i n g  
had taken p lace .  Others ,perhaps  s i g n i f i c a n t l y ,  re fused  t o  t e s t i f y  
a t  a l l !  

The examinat ions were taken  b e f o r e  two commissioners, Anthony 
H a l l  and Organ N i x  a l s .  N i c h o l l s .  I t  seems a b i t  s u r p r i s i n g  t h a t  
one o f  t h e  Commissioners shou ld  have been one o f  t h e  patentees, 
though i n  t h e  seventeenth  c e n t u r y  such a s i t u a t i o n  was probab ly  
q u i t e  poss ib le .  However, i n  t h e  Banbury o f  1639 t h e r e  were i n  f a c t  
two persons o f  t h i s  name, u n c l e  and nephew. They came from t h e  
borough 's  one armigerous f a m i l y ,  o r i g i n a t i n g  i n  South Newington. 
The e l d e r  was an apothecary who had served t h e  Corpo ra t i on  i n  minor 
o f f i c i a l  p o s t s  as t i t h i n g m a n  and cons tab le twen ty  years  e a r l i e r  and 
had mar r i ed  one o f  t h e  dauahters  o f  t h e  i n f l u e n t i a l  W i l l i a m  Kn iah t .  

t s tayed by imprisonm ) or such 

I s a i a h  had re tu rned ,  b u t  d i d  n o t  l o n g  

I s a i a h ' s  own w i l l  

as I have or o f  r i g h t  ought t o  have i n  

Such i s  S t u a r t  Banbury 's  f i r s t  known connect ion  with, t o  quote  a 
Only a genera t i on  l a t e r  

This andcthe ensu ing  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e s u l t s  

., 
The nephew was a mercer, who a l s o  f i l l e d  these pos ts ,  t i t h i n g m a n  
1632-4 and cons tab le  i n  t h e  1640s. He was e v e n t u a l l y  e l e c t e d  a 
burgess, a member o f  t h e  Corpo ra t i on ,  i n  1649, b u t  d i e d  i n  1652 
b e f o r e  becoming and alderman. He mar r i ed  A b i g a i l ,  daughter o f  
o t h e r  commissioner, Organ N i c h o l l s  - t h e  whole t h i n g  was obv ious  
a f a m i l y  a f f a i r .  

Organ N i c h o l l s  was a l s o  a mercer,  l i v i n g  i n  Sheep S t r e e t  ( t h e  
p resen t  H igh  S t r e e t ) .  He took  a l e a d i n q  p a r t  i n  Banbury Corpor 
a t i o n  a f f a i r s ,  a burgess by 1629, alderman Trom 1639, and Mayor 
i n  1641-2. However t h e r e  a r e  i n d i c a t i o n s  t h a t  he was a t  l e a s t  
l a t e r  on, a t  odds w i th  o t h e r  Corpo ra t i on  members. H i s  name l a s  
appears as an alderman a t  t h e  Mayor making o f  1651-2. Al though 
members u s u a l l y  con t inued  u n t i l  death,  i n  1656 he was one o f  t h e  

he 
Y 

de fendants in  a d i spu te  w i t h  t h e  Corpo ra t i on  over t h e  s i t i n g  o f  sheep- 
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pens o u t s i d e  t h e i r  homes i n  Sheep S t r e e t .  

a l s o  served as t i t h i n g m a n  (1632-4) and cons tab le  (1634-5, 1641-2). 
He d i e d  i n  1643. 

Thornas Buckingham, o f  South Newington, l aboure r ,  who, ' b e i n g  examined 
upon oa th  s a i t h  t h a t  hee knoweth n o t  t h a t  any p ' s o n  or p 'sons  what- er so-ever do th  or doe sell or g i v e  tobaccoe f o r  any reward whatsoev 
i n  the  p ' i s h  o f  Banbury o t h e r  than  ... t h e  p a t t e n t e e s ' .  
Francis Vowe, of  Banbury, mercer,  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  none ' o t h e r  than t h e  
pa t ten tees  t h e r e  and t h e i r  d e p u t i e s  s i n c e  t h e  p a t t e n t  was g ran ted '  
s o l d  tobacco. He had been a Corpo ra t i on  ' t a s t e r '  p e r i o d i c a l l y  
between 1624 and 1642. 
Samuel1 West, o f  Banbury, g l a z i e r ,  t e s t i f i e d  as above. 
1641 and was probab ly  connected w i t h  John West, s e n i o r ,  another  
g l a z i e r ,  d i e d  1642/3 wi th  a w i l l  p roved i n  1643/4 i n  the  Prerogat -  
i v e  Cour t  o f  Canterbury,  by t h a t  t ime  o p e r a t i n g  i n  Oxford.  
Thamas White, o f  Bsnbury, baker,  t e s t i f i e d  as above. He d i e d  
October 1643. 
John Wise, o f  Banbury, v i c t u a l l e r ,  t e s t i f i e d  as above. He has n o t  
been i d e n t i f i e d .  There was a John Wise b u r i e d  i n  May 1658; and a 

John Wise, mason, occurs  r e g u l a r l y  i n  the  p a r i s h  r e g i s t e r s .  
Uilliam Johnson, o f  Banbury, v i c t u a l l e r ,  t e s t i f i e d  as above. Not 
i d e n t i f i e d .  
Millicent Gulliver, o f  Banbury, widow, and Phebe Thorns ber daughter,  
wi tnessed as above. R icha rd  G u l l i v e r  had mar r ied ,  secondly,  
My l l ysen te  Franck len ,  i n  1603, and had d i e d  i n  1620. 'Widow 
G u l l i f e r '  d i e d  o f  p lague i n  A p r i l  1644. The i r  daughter Phebe was 
bap t i sed  i n  J u l y  1609. 
William Pilkinton, o f  Banbury, mercer, t e s t i f i e d  as above. He d i e d  
1657. 
Hargery Burrowes, o f  Banbury, widow, t e s t i f i e d  as  above. Perhaps the  
Marg re t t  Burrowes who d i e d  August 1645. 
George Blea, o f  Adderbury, t a i l o r ,  ' s a i e t h  t h a t  he h a t h  bought o f  
one Xpofer Busby d w e l l i n g  i n  Southwarke t h r e e  pounds and a h a l f e  o f  
l obacmes ince  Ascension Day l a s t  pas t ,  f o r  one pound t h e r e o f  he  p a i d  
2s.6d. f o r  t h e  h a l f  pound 2s  and f o r  two pounds f o u r  s h i l l i n g s ;  i n  
Banbury and fo r  any mans s e l l i n g  t h e r e  bes ides  he knoweth n o t  o f  
except t h e  pa ten tees . '  
Marbin Edens, o f  Banbury, mercer, ' s a i t h  t h a t  noe Townesman i n  
Banbury or s t ranger  h a t h  s o l d  tobaccoe i n  Banbury t o  h i s  knowledge . . . I  

He was another Corpo ra t i on  t a s t e r ,  and a l s o  served as sergeant a t  
mace between 1631 and 1642. 
Richard Perkins, o f  Banbury, h o s t l e r ,  t e s t i f i e d  as M a r t i n  Edens. 
Not i d e n t i  f i e d .  
Those who re fused  t o  t e s t i f y  were: 
William Savidge, o f  Banbury, garzyweaver, and h i s  w i f e .  Savage 
d i e d  1651/2. 

The o the r  patentee, W i l l i a m  G i l kes ,  was y e t  another mercer. He 

The persons examined who gave evidence were: 

. 

He d i e d  i n  
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Phillipp Foxall, o f  Banbury, apothecary.  
' c h i r u r g i o n ' ) .  
Robert Heyward, of  Banbury, haberdasher. B u r i e d  October 1643 
(as  ' h a t t e r ' ) .  
Roger Harsher, of  Banbury, t a p s t e r .  Not i d e n t i f i e d .  
F i n a l l y ,  Anthony Crosse, Jun., so jou rne r  w i t h  t h e  abovesaid W i l l i a m  
Savidge (one can see why he refused t o  t e s t i f y ! ) ,  ' suspec ted  f o r  
s e l l i n g  o f  tabaccoe i n  Banbury hav ing  s u f f i c i e n t  warn ing  d i d  n o t  
appear b e f o r e  us ' .  
purpose, r i d d i n g  t h e , l i c e n c e e s  o f  t he  breaker  o f  t h e i r  monopoly, 
presumably t a k i n g  h i s  p r o f i t s  with him! 

work t h a t  i s  Banbury 's h i s t o r y .  

B u r i e d  1652 (as  

The l a w s u i t  appears t o  have ach ieved i t s  

Not an impor tan t  or e x c i t i n g  case, b u t  a l l  add ing  t o  t h e  pa tch -  

Jeremy Gibson. 

Sources and References 
The documents o f  the case are in the Public Record Office (Chancery Lane),E:17815594 
(Special Commissions). Quotations are by kind permission of the Controller, H.M.S.O. 
The wills and inventories of Mary Showell (1621-2) and Isaih Showell (1622) are 
published in Banbury wills and inventories, Part 2 (B.H.S.14, nos. 244 and 2 4 8 ) .  
Baptisms, marriages, deaths and burials a re  from Banbury parish registers 6B.H.5. 
2 , 7 , 9 ) .  Service as officials or  members of the Corporation are from Banbury 
Corporation records; tudor and stuart (B.H.S.l5).The dispute of 1656 is described in 
'Trouble over Sheep-pens' Cake and Cockhorse,7,2 (Sprlng 1977) .  
King J a m s  I 1s quoted from his a Counterblast to Tobacco ( 1 6 0 4 ) .  
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BOOK REVIEWS 

BANBURY TECH 1835-1972 A BRIEB HISTORY BY JANE COWAN 

PUBLISHED BY THE NORTH OXFORDSHIRE TECHNICAL COLLEGE & SCHOOL OF 
ART E2.50 ' E n q u i r i e s  t o  BRIAN LITTLE, Telephone: Banbury 52221 
o r  Nor tec  Shop a t  t h e  Techn ica l  Col lege. 

This i s  a good read. I t  i s  a d e l i g h t f u l  m i x t u r e  o f  
p l a c e s  and premises. The book t r a c e s  t h e  Co l l ege  from a 
o f  l o c a t i o n s  t o  the  present .  

people,  
s c a t t e r i n g  

e c t i o n  o f  
Compared 

f f e r e n t  

I n  he r  p o r t r a y a l  o f  t he  pas t ,  Jane i s  he lped by a se 
engrav ings  and diagrams showing i n t e r n a l  des ign  and use. 
w i t h  N.O.T.C. today, t he  Mechanics I n s t i t u t e  was a ve ry  d 
p lace .  J u s t  how d i f f e r e n t  can be gauged from r u l e  1 which announced 
t h a t  " t h i s  I n s t i t u t e  i s  e s t a b l i s h e d  f o r  t he  purpose o f  c l l t i v a t i n g  
a t a s t e  fo r  l i t e r a r y  p u r s u i t s  ... and t o  promote ... t h e  menta l  and 
mora l  w e l f a r e  o f  i t s  members." 

A s  much as any th ing ,  i t  i s  t h e  peop le  who l e a p  o u t  o f  t h e  pages. 
Coming down t h e  years t h e r e  was Mr. F e r r e r s  whose view o f  home sweet 
home was t o  l i v e  i n  - he occupied p a r t  o f  51 The Green. L a t e r  her  
memories t reasu re  t h e  v i s i o n  o f  a p a r t - t i m e  co l l eague  c a l l e d  John 
Wi l son  who was " t a l l  and b u l k y  w i t h  a pouchy face' '  and whose appear- 
ance was f u r t h e r  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  by " h a i r  w i t h  a tendency t o  c u r l  and 
a mouth, t h e  co rne rs  o f  which tu rned  up when he was p leased or on 
m i s c h i e f  bent."  Perhaps he r  most v i v i d  account was o f  Vernon 
Thomas who was Head o f  General S tud ies  i n  the  1860's .  She desc r ibes  
Vernon as  "a man o f  smoke and paper." The smoke spu r ted  from h i s  
many p i p e s  w h i l s t  c razy  p i l e s  o f  paper subsided t o  the  f l o o r  o f  h i s  
o f f i c e .  

Some o f  t h e  f i n e s t  accounts a re  reserved f o r  premises. 51 The 
Green was b o t h  " r a t h e r  makesh i f t  w i th  a r a t h e r  neg lec ted  and depres- 
s i n g  atmosphere'' b u t  a l s o  " t h i s  a t t r a c t i v e  l o o k i n g  Georgian house.'' 
B e t t e r  s t i l l  was 65 High S t r e e t  which was one o f  t he  e a r l y  homes o f  
Commerce. Heated by a T o r t o i s e  stove, t h i s  upper f l o o r  o f  rooms 
was n e x t  t o  a bank and approached through a vegetab le  shop. The 
consequences were somewhat amusing: 

"Pkcking one 's  way pas t  t he  c a u l i f l o w e r s  i n  t h e  doorway, one 
n e g o t i a t e d  t h e  p i l e s  o f  l eeks  and c e l e r y ,  and ga ined the  wooden 
s t a i r  l e a d i n g  t o  the  f i r s t  f l o o r . "  

"The Bank Manager c o u l d  f r e q u e n t l y  be seen s tand ing  on t h e  
pavement shak ing  h i s  f i s t  a t  those above, h a p p i l y  t y p i n g  t o  t h e  
s t r a i n s  o f  'American P a t r o l '  or t h e  b a l l e t  music f rom 'Rosamund'. 
A s t e n t o r i a n  shout o f  'Ca r r i age  - REETURRN' and the  sound o f  
twenty  t y p e w r i t e r  c a r r i a g e s  be ing  pushed t o  t h e  l e f t  d i d  n o t h i n g  t o  
sweeten r e l a t i o n s  between t y p i n g  teacher and Bank Manager." 

If t h e r e  were many changes i n  the  h i s t o r y  o f  t he  Co l l ege  and i t s  
peop le  and premises, t h e r e  were a l s o  r e c u r r i n g  themes. Jane r e c a l l s  
t h e  p l a y s  commencing wi th  Andre Obey's 'Noah' p resented  i n  Ca l thorpe  
H a l l ,  b u t  a l s o  the  Rag events which cont inued u n t i l  t h e  1970's. 

t y p e w r i t e r s  whi lst  Jane h e r s e l f  s t a r t e d  on an annual  s a l a r y  o f  E270. 
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I n  1949 Mrs. Ferrers was p a i d  a guinea t o  go t o  Oxford  t o  i n s p e c t  



These recollections are a fascinating reminder of what it must have 
cost to run the College in the time before it became the North 
Oxfordshire Technical College and School of Art. 

wealth of impressions and information. 
readership. Although a modest work, it occupies a place in Banbury's 
history reflecting as it does the "T.radition and Change" of Further 
Education. 

In this short review it is impossible to do justice to the 
Her book deserves a wide 

Brian Little. 

Ed. Note: Miss J.B. Cowan was formerly Head of the Department of 
Business Studies at the College and retired in 1985. 

BANBURY GAOL RECORDS, edited by Penelope Renold, M.A. B.H.S., Vo1.21, 
1987, xxii, 248pp, 2 maps, plan, 3 illus. Free to records members. 
L10.00 (+f1.00 p&p in U . K . )  from Banbury Museum. 
Distributed with this issue of C&CH to records members is the eagerly 
awaited newest B.H.S. records volume, Banbury Gaol Records. Its 
'meat' is the journal maintained by Banbury's penultimate gao e r ,  
Robert Gardner, from 1829 to 1838. This is an absorbing and very 
human account of the comings anti goings in this tiny town gao , the 
peccadilloes and more serious crimes of those who had fallen o u l  
of the law in the Borough, as well as those temporarily lodged, sent 
there by magistrates in nearby villages. 
This possibly unique record is placed in context by Miss Renold's 
research into a range o f  relevant sources - central government 
criminal registers; council minutes and correspondence (recounting 
the Borough's abortive attemps in the 1840s to build a replacement 
prison - it eventually closed in 1852); the poignant account o f  
prison visiting by the Quaker Samuel Beesley (brother o f  the histor, 
ian) which resulted in his own death from disease caught there. 
The intruduction describes the earlier history o f  the gaol from its 
Elizabethan origins and post-Civil War rebuilding, the use of its 
upper floor in the 18th century by the Blue Coat School, and subsequ- 
ent controversy over its ownership. 
with different families who supplied gaolers and serjeants at mace 
in the 18th and 19th centuries: Wise, Barnes, Page, Gardner himself 
and his successor William Walker. The last was a colourful character 
whose antecedents are investigated with dtective zeal, leading back 
to Bicester Workhouse and Berkshire County House of Correction at 
Abingdon; whilst his unlikely end was in a train collision on Lon, 
Island, New Ytirk. 
This notice is contributed as an appetite :whzttener to those receiving 
the volume and an ecouragement to others who can obtain it from 
Banbury Museum. A full and independent review will appear in a later 
issue. 

The biographical appendix deals 

.1. s. w .  I;. 
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BANBURY HISTORICAL S O C I E T Y  
ANNUAL REPORT, 1986 

Your Committee have p leasu re  i n  s u b m i t t i n g  the  29 th  Annual Report  
and Statement o f  Accounts, f o r  t he  year 1986. 

We were much saddened by t h e  death  i n  J u l y  o f  Dav id  Fiennes, 
C.B.E., who from 1977 t o  1984 so a b l y  e d i t e d  "Cake & Cockhorset* and 
who b r i e f l y  was Chairman o f  t he  Committee a t  t h e  end o f  1985. 

The Committee o therw ise  remained unchanged a t  t h e  A.G.M., w i th  
Dr .  John R i v e r s  becoming Chairman; b u t  i n  October Dr.  E l i z a b e t h  
Asser, who organ ised t h e  summer programme f o r  a number o f  years,  
res igned  th rough ill h e a l t h .  

and Hook Norton",  Dr .  Chr i s topher  Young on "Roman P o t t e r y " ,  James 
Bond on :'Domesday Oxfordsh i re" ,  Dr. Pamela Horn on " V i c t o r i a n  
V i l l a g e  L i f e  - The Dews o f  Lower Heyford",  Dav id  S turdy  on "17 th  
cen tu ry  Oxford  B u i l d e r s "  and Dr .  John C la rke  on "Dr. Robert  S ib tho rpe  
( V i c a r  o f  B rack ley )  and Laudian Northamptonshire".  As usua l  we a r e  
most g r a t e f u l  t o  a l l  our speakers. 

R e g r e t f u l l y  our  V i l l a g e  Meeting, scheduled f o r  Wardington, had a t  
t h e  l a s t  moment t o  be cance l led ,  th rough circumstances beyond our  
c o n t r o l .  Dr. R i v e r s  o rgan ised a welcome resumption o f  summer v i s i t s ,  
w i t h  'wa lks '  a t i f i w a l c l i f f e  and Cropredy l e d  r e s p e c t i v e l y  by Miss  
S a l l y  S t r a d l i n g  and M r .  Stephen Wass, and a t o u r  o f  Wotton Underwood 
Ilouse memorably conducted by Mrs. P a t r i c k  Brunner. The A.G.M?. was 
a t  Ba r ton  Abbey, by k i n d  i n v i t a t i o n  o f  Mrs. Fleming. The Soc ie ty  
had a d i s p l a y  a t  t h e  Four Count ies  L o c a l  H i s t o r y  E x h i b i t i o n  a t  
Avebury i n  September. 

Meet ings i n  1986 i n c l u d e d  D r .  Ch r i s topher  H i l l  on "Abiezer Coppe 

No reco rds  volume was i ssued  d u r i n a  t h e  w a r .  but members w i l l  
r e c e i v e  Banbury Goal Records, e d i t e d  by  Miss  Renold, a t  t h e  same 
t i m e  as t h i s  r e p o r t .  They shou ld  f i n d  i t  one o f  t h e  s p i c i e r  o f  our 
p u b l i c a t i o n s .  
p a r i s h  r e g i s t e r s ,  Baptisms and B u r i a l s ,  1813-1838. Others  planned 
or i n  p r e p a r a t i o n  a r e  a volume o f  f a c s i m i l e s  o f  Rusher 's  Banbury 
- L i s t ,  from the  r e c e n t l y  d iscovered e a r l i e s t ,  o f  1795, th rough t o  
1832, when t h e  r e g u l a r  t r a d e  l i s t i n g  commenced, and s e l e c t e d  years  
f o r  t he  remainder o f  t h e  cen tu ry ,  w i t h  i n t r o d u c t i o n  and index ;  as a 
separa te  volume, t h e  comprehensive index  t o  t h e  t r a d e  e d i t i o n ,  
1832-1902; and t h e  reco rds  o f  t h e  Hanover ian Corpora t ion .  O f f e r s  
by p o t e n t i a l  e d i t o r s  o f  o t h e r  s u b j e c t s  ( f o r  t h e  v i l l a g e s  i n  Banbury 's  
h i n t e r l a n d  as w e l l  as  the  town, borough and p a r i s h  i t s e l f )  a r e  
always welcome. 

Cake & Cockhorse aga in  e n t e r t a i n e d  and i n s t r u c t e d  members, w i th  
l o n g  a r t i c l e s  ( i n  s e v e r a l  p a r t s )  by Eve lyn  Brown-Grant, Veronica B u t t  
and R.K. G i l kes ,  and c o n t r i b u t i o n s  f rom D r .  John C larke ,  Jeremy 
Gibson, Dr.  Pamela Horn, Dr .  John R i v e r s  and t h e  e d i t o r ,  Dav id  
H i tchcox .  

pa te  i n  t h e  Br imkworth P r i z e .  The teachers '  d i s p u t e  meant t h a t  

' The n e x t  volume shou ld  be t h e  l a s t  p a r t '  o f  t h e  Banbury 

Fo r  t h e  f i r s t  t r i a l  year ,  l o c a l  schoo ls  were i n v i t e d . t o  p a r t i c i -  
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only three primary schools in the event submitted entries: Wroxton 
(on the former scliool); Shenington, individual essays by five pupils 
on their own typical day, their homes and different aspects of the 
village history; and St. John's R.C. Primary, Banbury, a tour-de- 
Force on the Civil War period involving over 30 children. 
adjudicators (David Hitchcox and Jeremy Gibson), somewhat relieved 
at not having more entries to examine, were impressed by all three 
(photocopying the Wroxton and Shenington entries for deposit in the 
County Record Office) and awarded prizes of E25 to each school. 

The Accounts show a gratifying surplus on ordinary expenditure 
of E314, helped by higher subscription income and bank interest. 
However the more significant and long-term saving is in the 
production of Cake & Cockhorse. 
an electronic typekriter, consequent on the generous offer of 
Mrs. Ann Hitchcox to type the magazine, whilst the make-up is now 
done by the editor. Even allowing fo r  depreciation on the 
typewriter (at its highest this first year) this has saved the 
Society (on two issues) over f100, as well as making preparation 
work much simpler. As no volume was issued, all publications 
income, including the valued grant of E600 from the British 
Academy, went into reserve. The cost of the Gaol Records, 
including postal distribution, will absorb well over E1,600 of 
this. The significant contribution made by sales of publications 
should be noted, and we are most grateful to Sarah Gosling and 
her colleagues at the Museum whose hard wook makes this possible. 

The 

This arises from the purchase of 

CALLING ALL HAWTAYNES/HAWTINS 

We have been told of a new publication, "The Hawtayne Heritage: 
Newsletter of the Hawtin Family", and have been sent a copy of the 
first issue. 

north Oxfordshire. The armigerous branch were at Swalcliffe in 
the 16th century and subsequently at Calthorpe Manor in Banbury, 
where their arms remain to this day carved above the porch. 

the family at Calthorpe in the 1630s. 
daughter of Lawrence Washington of Sulgrave, lived at Easington 
House and there is a long and very interesting probate inventory 
of her household goods published in "Banbury Wills and Inventories", 
Part 1. 

Another branch of the family were much involved in the Corpora- 
tion affairs of 17th century Banbury, as shown in "Banbury Corpora- 
tion Records: Tudor and Stuart", 

Anyone interested in receiving a copy of this and subsequent 
issues should write to Murray Hawtin, 11 Thorn Lane, Leeds L58 INF, 
sending an A5 sized s.a.e. As he produces the newspaper at his own 
expense, a donation would also be appreciated. 

One ( o r  more) branches of the family originated in Banbury and 

.There was an article 'A Disputed Inheritance' (ct~CH.6.4) about 
Margaret Hawtaine, a 
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BANBURY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

Revenue Account for the Year ended 31s t  December 1986 

1985 Income 

1652 Subscriptions 
1179 __ 4 73 Less Transfer to Publications Account 

116 Income Tax Refund on Covenants 
I24 Interest on Deposit Account 
- Dondt ions 
- 
1419 

Expenditure 

964 Cake & Cockhorse. Typing, printing. etc. 
110 Postage 

1074 
90 Less '  Sales 

Lecture and meeting expenses: 
- 

Postage, secretarial, administration and 

Hire of hall, entertaining and speakers' 
191 printing expenses 

110 expenses 
301 

281 2 

- 
Less: Donations at meetings 

I 1  Subscriptions to other bodies 
36 Insurance 

Depreciation on typewriter 
- 

1312 
- 
107 Excess of Income over Expenditure - 

Publications Account 
1985 

E q  . Inc , 

4 73 
596 

230 
87 

1612 
105 
298 

803 

2102 2102 
-- 

-- _-  

Proportion of Subscriptions 
Sales of Publications (less discounts and C&CH) 
H i s t o r y  of Aynho 
Banbury Wil ls  pt. 1 ' Marc Fitch Fund grant 

Printing 
Postage 

B a n b u y  Wills pt.2: Reprinting 
Banbury Gaol R e c o r d s ,  British Academy grant 
Deficit 1985/Surplus 1986 

1.794 

50L 1.293 
106 
175 
10 
- 

1,584 

688 
188 
876 

ss 781 

- 

151 

141 
292 
- 

- 274 
11 
41 
163 
- 

1,270 

f 314 
- 

Income 

501 
277 

600 

- 
ii.378 - - 

Balance Sheet as at 31st  December 1986 

1985 L i a b i l i t i e s  

132 Subscriptions in advance 48 
332 Sundry creditors 542 

Brinkworth Prize Fund 2,000 

2.187 

1.378 2.007 

2ooo Add: Surplus 

629 Add. Surplus 
Publications Reserve 629 

Capital Account 558 
556 Add: Surplus - 314 872 

- - 
3651 f 5.656 

Brinkworth Prize Fund 

- - - - 

1985 

491 
1150 

2000 
10 

- 
3651 - - 

Assets 

Current Account at 

BrrkwrthPrizeFm3 E 
Deposit Account 
Deposit Account at 
lnltardmcenm 
Brlnlrrnrtfi Rlze Rnd 

kt.West.hk, EwixRy 343 

Sundry Debtors 
Typewriter at cost 489 

Less ' Depreciation 163 

- - 

Expend ' we 

1,378 

f1.378 
- 

- - 

530 
2.800 

2,000 
- 

326 

E 5.656 
- 
- - 

Interest received: 272; l e s s  Awards and expenses 85; l e a v i n g  Surplus f 187 

We have audited the accounts set out, and certify them to be in accordance with the 
books and information supplied to us. 

20th February 1987 Ellacott, Stranks & Co. .  Chartered Accountants 

- - 
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The Banbury Historical Society was founded in 1957 to 
encourage interest in the history o f  the town of Banbury and 
neighbouring parts of Oxfordshire, Northamptonshire and 
Warwickshire. 

The Magazine Cake and Cockhorse is issued to members three 
times a year. 
original local historical research, as well as recording the 
Society's activities. By 1985 there had been 88 issues and at 
least 230 articles. Most back issues are still available and 
out-of-print issues can if required be photocopied. 

Other publications still in print include: 

Old Banbury - a short popular history, E.R.C. Brinkworth 
New Light of Banbury's Crosses, P.D.A. Harvey 
Banbury Castle - a s m a r y  of excavations in 1972, P. Fasham 
The Building and Furnishing of St Mary's Church, Banbury, 

N. Cooper 

This includes illustrated articles based on 

Booklets - 

Pamphlets - 
History of Banbury Cross 
The Globe Room at the Reindeer Inn, Banbury 
The Society has also published twenty or more volumes in 

its records series (list available of those still in print). 
These have included Banbury Parish Registers (in seven parts: 
Marriages 1558-1837, Baptisms and Burials 1558-1812); Banbury 
Corporation Records: Tudor and Stuart; Banbury Wills and Inven- 
tories, 1591-1650 (Part 1, 1591-1620; Part 2, 1621-1650); 
A Victorian M.P. and his Constituents: The Correspondence of 
H. W. Tancred 1841-2860; Shoemaker's Window: Recollections of 
Banbury before the RaiZway Age, by George Herbert (now available 
in Gulliver Press edition) ; South Newington Churchwardens ' 
Accounts 1553-1684; Wigginton Constables' Books 1691-1836; 
Bodicote Parish Accounts 1700-1822; Victorian Banbury, by Barrie 
Trinder (with Phillimore); and Aynho: A Northamptonshire Parish, 
by Nicholas Cooper (with Leopard's Head Press). Volumes in ' 

preparation include Banbury Gaol Records 1805-1852, edited by 
Penelope Renold, and Baptisms and Burials 2823-1838. A n  edition 
of letters to the 1st Earl o f  Guilford (of Wroxton, father of 
Lord North, Prime Minister and M.P. for Banbury) is also planned. 

Meetings are held during the autumn and winter, normally at 
7.30 pm at the North Oxfordshire Technical College, Broughton 
Road, Banbury, on the second Thursday of each month. Talks are 
given by invited lecturers on general and local archaeological, 
historical and architectural subjects. In the summer, the AGM 
is held at a local country house and other visits are arranged. 

Membership of the Society is open to all, n o  proposer or 
seconder being needed. The annual subscription is f8.00 
including any records volumes published, or  f5.00 if these are 
excluded. 

Application forms can be obtained from the Hon. Membership 
Secretary, c/o Banbury Museum, 8 Horsefair, Banbury, Oxon. 
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