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The Society has once again completed an excellent winter season 
of lectures organised by P .  Renold, the enclosed annual report has 
listed them. It is rather surprising, considering the quality of 
these lectures, that the attendance appeared to be on average lower 
than previous years. I am sure that if our members could "advertise" 
our functions among their friends that we would immediately see the 
benefits in better attended meetings and a larger membership. The 
summer programme is enclosed with this edition and makes an excellent 
opportunity of attracting new members. 

This edition of Cake and Cockhorse contains the final chapter o f  
The Banbury Horse Races by E. Brown-Grant, her enthusiasm f o r  Banbury's 
past is quite infectious. I understand that we may expect some more 
of her work in the near future. On behalf of the Society I would 
like to extend our appreciation to all the contributors in the past 
year. Please keep the articles arriving at my door 

D.A.H. 

Cover Picture: Education in the early 19th Century. 
Woodcut from Banbury Chap Books 
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THE BANBURY HORSE RACES - PART I V  

With on ly  th ree  more seasons t o  run, owing t o  the  p ro jec ted  
l a y i n g  o f  t h e  Great Western Railway over the  s i t e  o f  t h e  race course, 
due t o  beg in  i n  1846, another summer meeting a t  Banbury was arranged 
t o  take p lace  on August 6th,  1844. I f  one r e c a l l s  the  dep lorab le  
sequel t o  t h e  1843 races i t  comes as no s u r p r i s e  t o  f i n d  the race 
committee, headed by Edward Stanley,  C le rk  o f  the Course, making 
every e f f o r t  towards a t i g h t e n i n g  o f  s e c u r i t y  and the  re fo rm o f  
on-course a c t i v i t i e s .  

Foot ing  the l i s t  o f  cond i t i ons  o f  r a c i n g  i n  the adver t i sed  
programme i n  the  Banbury Guardian (June 6 t h ) ,  appeared the  announce- 
ment t h a t  "No Horsemen pe rm i t ted  w i t h i n  the Ropes, except those on 
duty. - No Gambling Tables w i l l  be a l lowed on the  Course. - P o l i c e  
w i l l  a t t end  t o  keep order".  A f u r t h e r  reassurance t o  the  p u b l i c  
was o f fe red  by the  BG on Ju l y  25th : "Those who f e e l  anxious t h a t  
the r e s p e c t a b i l i t y  o f  these reaces should be preserved, and t h a t  
there should be no r e p e t i t i o n  o f  t he  d i s g r a c e f u l  scenes o f  l a s t  year, 
w i l l  be g lad  t o  hear t h a t  the committee w i l l  s u f f e r  no second day ' s  
rac ing ;  and t h a t  the stand and booths are  a l l  t o  be removed on the 
morning o f  the day fo l l ow ing  the races". 

spor t  and was at tended by "a g rea t  assemblage o f  ho l i day  persons", 
i nc lud ing  many members o f  the l o c a l  gent ry  from whose ranks were 
drawn the two Stewards, Mr. Henry H a l l  and Mr. Mortimer Ricardo. 
Aside from the races there  was p l e n t y  o f  e x t r a  amusement on hand. 
Tents were pu t  up f o r  dancing, and f o r  the  p l a y i n g  o f  n ine-p ins  and 
four-corners,  2 which cont inued w e l l  i n t o  the  n i g h t  "by the  l i g h t  
o f  a lan tern" .  O f  refreshments the re  was a l i b e r a l  p r o v i s i o n  o f  
a l l  k inds  : beef and Newcastle salmon,3 g inger  beer and lemonade, 
g i n  and cloves, beer, p o r t e r ,  wines and s p i r i t s ,  the bes t  o f  which 
could be consumed a t  Dagley's booth i n  the  b e t t i n g  stand, and 
C la r idge ' s  under the grandstand. (BG Aug. 1 s t  and 8 t h ) .  

Thanks t o  the  committee's j u d i c i o u s  arrangements the  course was 
kept c l e a r  by a cont ingent  o f  the  Northants.  p o l i c e ,  "ass i s ted  by 
Mr. Thompson o f  the  Banbury force", and the re  was n o t  a gambler or 
gambling booth t o  be seen anywhere. The committee, however , came 
i n  fo r  Some c r i t i c i s m  f6r not  c l e a r i n g  the  refreshments t e n t s  o f f  the  
ground on the  f o l l o w i n g  morning as promised. I t  was f e l t  w a t  
" . . . to the p r a c t i c e  o f  keeping open d r i n k i n g  booths a l l  n i g h t  and 
the whole o f  the  day a f t e r  a race, much o f  the  bad odour i n  which 
races are  h e l d  by respectable people i s  t o  be a t t r i b u t e d " .  
Chronic le Aug. 10 th) .  

i n  an even darker l i g h t  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  t r a g i c  death on the  race 
course of Samuel Newman (aged 5 4 ) ,  a b r a z i e r  employed by Joseph 
Ja rv i s  o f  Parson's S t ree t .  
19th i t  was es tab l i shed  t h a t  Newrnan, who was seen t o  be much 
i n t o x i c a t e d  i n  a booth l a t e  a t  n i g h t  a f t e r  the  meeting ended, had 

According t c  the BG the 1844 one-day event p rov ided a good day 's  

(Oxford 

The r e p u t a t i o n  o f  the races and t h e i r  management was t o  appear 

A t  the  inques t  h e l d  on August 12 th  and 
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s ince  been repor ted  missing; and t h a t  h i s  body was discovered s i x  
days l a t e r  by Wi l l i am Edwards, keeper o f  the  t o l l  gate a t  Banbury 
Bridge, 6 i n  a deep p a r t  o f  t he  r iver-bend, about half-way between 
the Br idge and the  temporary foo t -b r idge,  7 a t  the  angle where the 
course and the  sma l l  meadow a t  the  back o f  Waterloo b u i l d i n g s  met. 
John Ward, a Banbury pol iceman who saw the  deceased taken out o f  
the water t e s t i f i e d :  "The gas-lamps were l i g h t e d  Banbury Race n igh t ;  
where he was found, i s  n e a r l y  i n  a r i g h t  l i n e  between t h e  booths on 
the  race-course and the  lamp on the  br idge.. . " .  

p a i r  o f  no to r ious  underworld racegoers known as Gloucester B i l l  and 
Gloucester E l i z a  who were s t a y i n g  a t  T rus ty ' s  lodging-house a t  
Waterloo 8 on the  n i g h t  o f  t he  races, and who, w i t h  another v i l l i a n ,  
were seen i n  Newman's company a f t e r  l eav ing  the  booth. When 
questioned, one o f  the  female witnesses s ta ted :  " E l i z a  and B i l l  go 
about t o  races. G i r l s  decoy men t o  
bye places and they are robbed". 
p r o o f  o f  E l i z a ' s  c o m p l i c i t y  i n  t h i s  case, f u r t h e r  test imony d isc losed 
t h a t  Newman had been knocked down by two men and h i s  h a t  (bu t  no t  
h i s  money) s to len .  However, s ince  the  body showed no marks o f  
v io lence l i a b l e  t o  cause death, the  j u r y  re tu rned a v e r d i c t  o f  
"Found Drowned"," ... b u t  by what means the  man came i n t o  the  water 
no s u f f i c i e n t  evidence appeared". (BG Aug. 15th, 22nd and Sept.5th). 

race  course management, d e l i v e r e d  what might be i n t e r p r e t e d  as a 
v e i l e d  a t t a c k  on the  Banbury meeting i n  i t s  own summing up o f  the 
inques t :  "The whole case d i sp lays  i n  a most r e v o l t i n g  l i g h t  some o f  
t h e  accessories and a t tendant  circumstances o f  Races". (Aug. 24th).  

s a i d  t o  be some apathy among the  townspeople o f  Banbury be fore  the  
1845 meeting which was h e l d  on August 5th,  Mr. Ricardo and M r .  H. 
Peyton a c t i n g  as Stewards. For r a c i n g  en thus ias ts  t h i s  was no t  
a happy day, and there  i s  more than a h in t  o f  n o s t a l g i a  and despond- 
ency i n  the  BG's r e p o r t  on August 7 th :  "TQe f o u r t h  meeting o f  the  
Banbury r e v i v a l  was run  o f f a o n  Tuesday ... bu t  we may s ta te ,  en 
passant, t h a t  t he  r a c i n g  g l o r y  o f  t h a t  l o c a l i t y  i s  f a s t  fading; 
seeing t h a t  we s h o r t l y  s h a l l  have the  Nasbey and Dagley temporary 
h o t e l s  l o  converted i n t o  permanent Great Western s ta t i ons ,  asthmatic 
engines cough down the  b lood  nags; and hear the  b e l l  r i n g  f o r  pass- 
engers t o  go down the  l i n e ,  i ns tead  o f  f o r  jocks  t o  mount the  p ig -  
s k i n  ... the  s p o r t  was n o t  o f  t h a t  i n t e r e s t i n g  character which has 
pervaded the  prev ious  meetings and the  weather was most unprop i t ious" .  
Nevertheless everyone was g r a t i f i e d  t o  see the  honour o f  Banbury 
upheld i n  the  Warden H i l l  Stakes which was won e a s i l y  by Barnes 
A u s t i n ' s  " L i t t l e  Johnny", though ' I . . .  he had very l i t t l e  company, 
and t h a t  l i t t l e  by no means f i r s t  ra te " .  
( t h e  race  card  p r i n t e d  f o r  t h e  1845 meeting by Esther Cheney o f  t he  
H igh  St ree t ,  Banbury) shows t h a t  t h ree  ou t  o f  the  f i v e  races were 
unusua l ly  undersubscribed, there  be ing  on ly  fou r  runners f o r  the  
Warden H i l l ,  and th ree  each f o r  t he  Tal ly-Ho and the  Neithrop 
Stakes. ( I t  i s  a l s o  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  no te  t h a t  the  p r i c e  o f  admission 

Though murder cou ld  n o t  be proved, s t rong susp ic ion  f e l l  on a 

She l e t s  men go wi th  her.  
Though there  was no p o s i t i v e  

The Oxford Chronic le,  ever c r i t i c a l  o f  the shortcomings o f  

This view may w e l l  have been shared by others,  f o r  there  was 

Cheney's Correet L i s t  
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t o  the Committee's Stand was 2s; f o r  c h i l d r e n  under 14 years, 1s) . l1  
The l a s t  meeting t o  be run  on t h e  Banbury course was h e l d  on 

August 4 th ,  1846 under the  Stewardship o f  Lord V i l l i e r s  12and M r .  H. 
Peyton. According t o  the  JOJ (Aug.8th) i t  had been rumoured t h a t  
the b u i l d i n g  o f  the  ra i lway  was t o  beg in  i n  the  spr ing ,  bu t  "A few 
months ago the con t rac to rs  f o r  t he  l i n e  generously o f f e r e d  t o  r e f r a i n  
from en te r ing  upon the  ground used f o r  t he  course t i l l  a f t e r  t he  
event; a t  the same time, we be l i eve ,  the  Great Western Company 
pro f fe red  a handsome sum towards o b t a i n i n g  a p iece  o f  ground f o r  a 
course another year". Sport on t h i s  occasion was f i r s t  ra te ,  and 
though " the ca r r i age  company t h a t  l i n e d  the  ropes was t h i n  ... the  
grandstand was w e l l  f i l l e d .  The most prominent p o i n t  o f  a t t r a c t i o n ,  
however, was a stand erec ted  by the  Great Western Company, f o r  the  
convenience of themselves and f r i e n d s  ... i t  was t a s t e f u l l y  decor- 
ated w i t h  evergreens, the  two ou ts ide  po les  being each surmounted 
by a pick-axe and shovel, and from the  cen t re  o f  the  s tand waved a 
f lag ,  bear ing  the  i n s c r i p t i o n  "Great Western", "Oxford and Rugby 
Railway". The po les  were i n t e r t w i n e d  wi th  crimson and wh i te  
canvass, and i n  f r o n t  was a p a i n t i n g  represent ing  a t r a i n  o f  t rucks  
and navies employed i n  the  fo rmat ion  o f  a r a i l r o a d " .  

and when "Brunel" was announced the  winner, a crowd o f  navvies i n  
f ron t  o f  the GWR stand gave th ree  l o u d  cheers f o r  which they were 
rewarded wi th  f ree  a le .  The i r o n y  o f  i t  was t h a t  "Brunel" was 
owned by Wi l l i am C o l l i n s ,  MP f o r  Warwick, ' I .  .. a thorough-going 
narrow-gauge advocate ..." (OC Aug 8 t h ) .  l3 

the BG, ' I . .  . and we c o n f i d e n t l y  asse r t  t h a t  there  are  many l a r g e r  
Race Meetings t h a t  migh l  l e a r n  something i n  t h a t  way a t  Banbury ... 
O f  amusement there  was no l ack ;  no t  t he  l e a s t  popular a f f a i r  o f  t he  
day (and n i g h t  t oo )  was Mr. Naseby's ex tens ive  dancing p a v i l i o n :  
where some hundreds t r i p p e d  the  l i g h t  f a n t a s t i c  toe, and some t h e  
i ron - t i pped  hee l ,  t o  the  s t r a i n s  o f  t he  brass  band" (Aug. 6 th ) .  
The repo r t ,  however, f a i l e d  t o  ment ion the  d i so rde r  tha t  p r e v a i l e d  
a f t e r  the  races were over.  According t o  the  OC " f i g h t i n g  was the  
order o f  the evening, many severe b a t t l e s  t a k i n g  p lace  ... There 
was the usual  sequel t o  the  races; t h e  d r i n k i n g  and dancing booths 
were open a l l  n i g h t ,  and the  course was a most d i s g r a c e f u l  scene. 
F i g h t i n g  was renewed the  f o l l o w i n g  morning ... and drunken men 
were t o  be seen about the  town t h e  whole o f  t he  next day. On 
Thursday, desp i te  o f  t he  judge 's  warning a t  Oxford, some gentlemen 
d i d  t h e i r  best  t o  ge t  up a f i g h t  between a count ry  p r i z e - f i g h t e r ,  
Richard Palmer, l4 and a Railway man c a l l e d  B lackb i rd ,  and t h e  p a r t i e s  
went t o  the  f i e l d ,  thus adding t o  the  losses  o f  hundreds o f  working 
men a t h i r d  day's wages, and a t h i r d  day 's  dFunkenness. There i s  
spcr t  t o  be sure, bu t ,  i n  a pecuniary p o i n t  o f  view, the  races are  
a g rea t  l o s s  t o ' t h e  town". (Aug. 8 t h ) .  

I n  view o f  the  t u r b u l e n t  f i n a l e  t o  the  meeting, one suspects 
tha t  there  were many among the  community who were g r e a t l y  r e l i e v e d  
when the ra i lway  company took over t h e  race  ground and immediately 
pu t  t h e i r  labour fo rce  t o  work on fenc ing  o u t  t he  l i n e  (303 Aug.8th). 

One of t he  bes t  run  races o f  t h e  day was the  Tal ly-Ho Stakes, 

"On no former occasion has the  spo r t  been surpassed", repor ted  
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Whatever hopes t h e  r a c i n g  f r a t e r n i t y  had e n t e r t a i n e d  for t h e  
c o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  r a c i n g  e lsewhere,  these were n o t  t o  be r e a l i s e d  i n  
t h e  immediate f u t u r e .  
s p o r t  was resumed a t  Banbury, t h e  reason for which may be a t t r i b u t e d  
t o  a number o f  i m p o r t a n t  f a c t o r s  ! [I] The r e v i v a l  o f  t h e  Portmeadow 
r a c e s  i n  1848, wh ich  resbored  Ox fo rd  t o  i t s  former p o s i t i o n  as t h e  
r a c i n g  c e n t r e  o f  t h e  coun ty ;  [ 2 ]  D i f f i c u l t y  i n  a c q u i r i n g  another  
s i t e  f o r  a r e g u l a r  c o u r s e  l a r g e  enough t o  accommodate v a s t  crowds, 
grandstands,  e t c .  Rumours t h a t  t h e  GWR would c o n t r i b u t e  towards 
t h e  purchase o f  l a n d  for ano the r  ground appear t o  have been 
unfounded; [ 31 The p r o l i f e r a t i o n  o f  a l t e r n a t i v e  r e c r e a t i o n s  o f  a 
more r e s p e c t a b l e  and c u l t u r a l  n a t u r e  : p u b l i c  l e c t u r e s ,  read ings  and 
debates;  c o n c e r t s ,  e x h i b i t i o n s ,  t r a v e l l i n g  c i r c u s e s  and t h e a t r e  
companies, h o r t i c u l t u r a l  shows and r a i l w a y  excu rs ions ;  as w e l l  as 
t h e  expansion o f  s p o r t i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  e.g. c r i c k e t ,  f o o t b a l l ,  swimming, 
bow ls  and q u o i t s ;  and t h e  opening o f  new b u i l d i n g s  i n t e n d e d  f o r  
e n t e r t a i n m e n t  purposes : t h e  Town H a l l  (1854) and t h e  two Corn 
Exchanges (1857) .  [ 4 ]  The a n t i p a t h y  shown by Banbury ' s  m idd le -  
c l a s s  L i b e r a l s  towards r a c i n g  which they rega rded  as a c o r r u p t  a r i s t -  
o c r a t i c  s p o r t  synonymous w i th  d i s o r d e r  and drunkenness. 
own MP H.W. Tancred, who k e p t  h i s  c o n s t i t u e n t s  happy wi th  generous 
d o n a t i o n s  t o  numerous c h a r i t a b l e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  and causes, p a r t i c -  
u l a r l y  i f  they  had L i b e r a l  s u p p o r t ,  showed l i t t l e  enthus iasm for t h e  
borough member's t r a d i t i o n a l  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h e  r a c i n g  fund. l5 

When r a c i n g  reappeared on t h e  s o c i a l  scene i n  Banbury a f t e r  t h e  
m id  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y ,  i t  was t o  t a k e  on an e n t i r e l y  d i f f e r e n t  form as a 
m ino r  a f f a i r  fo r  l o c a l  owners with ho rses  o f  v e r y  modest p re tens ions ,  
o r g a n i s e d  by a l o c a l  commit tee and superv i sed  by l o c a l l y  appo in ted  
o f f i c i a l s .  O f t e n  a s s o c i a t e d  wi th  a pony show16 and o t h e r  a d d i t i o n a l  
amusements, r a c e s  were h e l d  i n t e r m i t t e n t l y  on v a r i o u s  r e c r e a t i o n  
grounds and f i e l d s  nea r  t h e  town d u r i n g  a p e r i o d  o f  over  f i f t y  years.  
Between 1866 and 1880, mee t ings  took p l a c e  ( w i t h  one e x c e p t i o n )  a t  
E a s t e r ;  f rom 1889 onwards, a lways on August Bank H o l i d a y .  

This t y p e  o f  m e e t i n g  may be s a i d  t o  have developed o r i g i n a l l y  
o u t  o f  a g r e a t  s o c i a l  occas ion ,  and t h e  r e i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  the  Banbury 
Hunt Steeplechases ( l a s t  h e l d  i n  t h e  l a t e  1840s). On March 1 0 t h  
1863 Banbury c e l e b r a t e d  t h e  wedding o f  t h e  P r i n c e  o f  Wales w i th  a 
round  o f  f e s t i v i t i e s  which i n c l u d e d  a programme o f  a t h l e t i c  s p o r t s  
and pony races  on t h e  C r i c k e t  Ground." When t h e  Steeplechases 
were r e v i v e d  on March 22nd 1864, pony sweepstakes and matches were 
i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n t o  t h e  one-day even t .  H u r d l e  and f l a t  races  f o r  
p o n i e s  occup ied  t h e  e n t i r e  second d a y ' s  s p o r t  a t  t h e  same venue i n  
t h e  f o l l o w i n g  yea r .  

r e c e n t l y  formed r a c e  commit tee i n  Banbury s u b s t i t u t e d  i t s  own event  
( a l b e i t  on a l e s s  a m b i t i o u s  s c a l e ) ,  which was t o  be t h e  f i r s t  o f  a 
s e r i e s  o f  h o l i d a y  mee t ings  a r ranged  s p e c i f i c a l l y  for ponies,  hacks 
and ga l l oways .  On t h i s  occas ion  h u r d l e  and f l a t  races  were 5 e l d  
i n  a f i e l d  occup ied  by Mr. B u l l ,  on t h e  Broughton Road, near Crouch 
H i l l .  
i n  t h e  C r i c k e t  F i e l d ' 8 n d  a d j o i n i n g  f i e l d s  where " ... t h e r e  was a 

I t  was t o  be n e a r l y  twen ty  yea rs  be fo re  t h e  

Even t h e i r  

As t h e  Steeplechases were t e m p o r a r i l y  suspended i n  1866, t h e  

I n  1874 t h e  Banbury Pony Show and Races came o f f  on a course 
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l a rge  number o f  spectators,  many o f  whom viewed the runn ing  from 
such "coigns o f  vantage" as Banbury Br idge and the Great Western 
Railway ... the ground was kept by a posse o f  the Northamptonshire 
Po l ice  ... but  the presence o f  the  o f f i c e r s  d i d  no t  prevent some 
people from f i g h t i n g " .  (8G March 19 th ) .  The constabulary was again 
present " . . . to check any open breach of the  peace ..." the fo l l ow ing  
year when spo r t  was got up i n  a f i e l d  belonging t o  M r .  H. Flowers, 
ad jo in ing  the B r i t a n n i a  Works Recreat ion  Ground. l 9  I n  1876 races 
were run  "on a course near the CWR S ta t i on " .  From 1877 ( t h e  on ly  
year when rac ing  was organised on Whitsun Bank Ho l iday)  u n t i l  1880, 
meetings took p lace  a t  the Ridings, Hardwick, a f i e l d  belonging t o  
Mr. Chamberlin o f  Adderbury Park. Z o  A d d i t i o n a l  entertainment was 
provided by a band and a v a r i e t y  o f  f i e l d  amusements, i n c l u d i n g  
a t h l e t i c  spor ts .  

August 1889 i n  the Rovers Ground?ladjoining the  GWR, and attended 
by near l y  2,000 spectators.  A f t e r  the races, t he re  was dancing 
t o  the Bodicote Band u n t i l  n i g h t f a l l .  Racing next year was again 
w e l l  pa t ron ised and marked by an inc rease i n  prize-money. "The 
course, which was as usual  on theRovers  Ground was about a thous- 
and yards round and had been p icked ou t  w i t h  f l a g s "  - a good view 
o f  which was obtained by ' I . . .  an e leva ted  stand a d j o i n i n g  the 
deciding-point  ..." (BG Aug.7th 1890). 

t o  the GWR and attended by a crowd o f  over 2,500, inc luded a 
T r o t t i n g  Race f o r  Horses and a V i l l a g e  Band Competit ion. 
f i x t u r e  was repeated i n  the f o l l o w i n g  year on M r .  Busby's f i e l d  on 
the Southam Road. 22  
though "Attendance was no t  so good as  p rev ious l y  seen a t  these races, 
coun te r -a t t rac t i ons  probably having something t o  do with t h i s " .  23 
( B G  Aug 6 th ) .  There was a l a rge  crowd a t  the  1899 meeting which 
was h e l d  i n  a f i e l d ,  l e n t  by Mr. J.H. Neal, a d j o i n i n g  the  Tweed 
Factory. 24 Southam Road was again the  venue f o r  the l a s t  o f  the  
Banbury Pony and Galloway Races which took p lace  a f t e r  World War 1, 
i n  1922. Despi te a heav i l y  rain-soaked course, which had t o  be 
pumped out  manually by the Banbury F i r e  Brigade," ... the re  was a l l  
th ings  considered, a l a rge  attendance p rov ing  the  p o p u l a r i t y  o f  
horse rac ing  as a spor t  and pastime". 

Popular as these annual h o l i d a y  f i x t u r e s  appear t o  have been, 
they enjoyed no th ing  l i k e  the h i g h  p r e s t i g e  o f  the  Banbury Hunt 
Steeplechases which usua l l y  occured i n  March /Apr i l  on Crouch H i l l ,  
SW o f  Banbury: A f t e r  t h e i r  r e v i v a l  i n  the  e a r l y  1860s, there  was a 
long lapse u n t i l  1891 when they cont inued w i thou t  i n t e r r u p t i o n  u n t i l  
1914, and again a f t e r  the War from 1920-29. 

Throughout i t s  long  and e v e n t f u l  h i s t o r y  r a c i n g  has been an 
i n t e g r a l  fea ture  o f  t h e  s o c i a l  l i f e  o f  Banbury and i t s  l o c a l i t y .  A t  
f i r s t  c a r r i e d  on i n  t h e  18th century  by a handfu l  o f  wealthy land- 
owners f o r  t h e i r  own amusement, by t h e  e a r l y  19 th  century rac ing  had 
developed i n t o  a h i g h l y  successful  and commercial ised mass en te r ta in -  
ment. Banbury's s ta tus  in the  s p o r t i n g  wor ld  may be gauged from 
press repo r t s  o f  the 1830s and '40s when meetings a t t r a c t e d  l a rge  

The f i r s t  o f  the August Bank Ho l iday  meetings was h e l d  on 5 t h  

I n  1892 the meeting, which was h e l d  i n  M r .  Wakel in 's f i e l d  nex t  

A s i m i l a r  

This ground was again used fo r  r a c i n g  i n  1896 

(BG Aug.lOth). 

I 
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crowds and drew from a l l  over the country some o f  the most celebrated 
men o f  the t u r f  and t h e i r  jockeys, t h e i r  presence lend ing  an added 
no te  o f  f a s c i n a t i o n  and glamour t o  the  occasion. 

However, such p u b l i c  gather ings,  where the extremes o f  soc ie ty  
came i n t o  contac t ,  were o f t e n  f rought  with crime, immoral i ty,  r i o t  
and drunkenness; and i t  was these excesses, t o l e r a t e d  i ndu lgen t l y  by 
the  upper classes, which came t o  be condemned by r a d i c a l  reformers 
as a t h r e a t  t o  s o c i a l  o rder  and decency, and an impediment t o  workers' 
e f fec t i veness  i n  a growing i n d u s t r i a l  soc ie ty .  The movement fo r  the 
suppression of  t r a d i t i o n a l  and i n h e r e n t l y  v i o l e n t  d i ve rs ions  (e.g. 
rac ing ,  p r i z e - f i g h t i n g ,  wakes and animal c r u e l t y  spo r t s )  which arose 
a t  the  end o f  the  18 th  century,  h i s t o r i c a l l y  c o n s t i t u t e s  a rep lay  o f  
those P u r i t a n  a t t i t u d e s  towards work and ' i r r a t i o n a l '  rec rea t ions  
which were preva len t  i n  the 17 th  century.  By the e a r l y  19th century 
many o f  the P u r i t a n  s o c i a l  values had become incorpora ted  i n t o  a wide 
campaign:undertaken by progressive and humanitar ian members o f  t h e  
middle-class f o r  the ref inement o f  manners and morals which they 
sought t o  achieve through self-improvement and the c u l t i v a t i o n  of 
' r a t i o n a l '  t as tes  and p u r s u i t s .  

ure.  Their  fa r - reach ing  e f f e c t  on soc ie ty  and i t s  use o f  l e i s u r e  
a t  the  p r o v i n c i a l  l e v e l  may be seen a t  Banbury where, a f t e r  the 
overthrow o f  a r i s t o c r a t i c  patronage, the newly-elected body o f  
midd le  c lass  L i b e r a l s  assumed c o n t r o l  o f  t h e i r  own l o c a l  a f f a i r s ,  
and transformed the  town's s o c i a l  l i f e  through the establ ishment o f  
a whole range o f  ' r a t i o n a l '  r ec rea t i ons ,  self-improvement s o c i e t i e s  
and entertainment f a c i l i t i e s .  The p e r i o d  between 1830-60 was one 
o f  i n tense  c u l t u r a l  a c t i v i t y ,  a by-product o f  which was the d i s -  
appearance o f  those v i o l e n t  rec rea t i ons  so abhorred b y  the middle- 
c l a s s  : b u l l - b a i t i n g ,  badger-bai t ing,  ra t -ca tch ing ,  dog- f igh t ing  
and cock - f i gh t i ng  by the e a r l y  1840s; and the Newland and Crimsbury 
Wakes a f t e r  1864. 

For reasons already suggested, rac ing  a t  Banbury f e l l  i n t o  
abeyance f o r  almost two decades; and a f t e r  the r e v i v a l  o f  the e a r l y  
1860s spo r t  continued, w i t h  i n t e r m i t t e n t  breaks, i n t o  the 20th 
century .  As one o f  the  t r a d i t i o n a l  rec rea t i ons  i n c u r r i n g  the 
h o s t i l i t y  o f  the reformers,  rac ing  owed much o f  i t s  renewed support,  
success and p o p u l a r i t y  t o  the  fac t  t h a t  having t o  ad jus t  t o  the  
r e c r e a t i o n a l  needs o f  a changing soc ie ty ,  i t  had become almost 
' r e s p e c t a b l i s e d ' .  Evidence from press r e p o r t s  shows tha t  i n c i d -  
en ts  o f  p e t t y  crime and v io lence were except iona l ,  though t h i s  must 
be a t t r i b u t e d  l a r g e l y  t o  e f f e c t i v e  p o l i c e  v i g i l a n c e  and c o n t r o l  o f  
crowd behaviour. 

An important f ac to r  which a f f e c t e d  the attendance and thereby 
the  success o f  t he  races was the ra i lway ,  which, by reducing t r a v e l -  
l i n g  t ime and o f f e r i n g  cheap excursions was ab le  t o  convey vast 
numbers o f  spec ta to rs  t o  the town from an ever-widening catchment 
area. 

Upper c lass  patronage too was s t i l l  e s s e n t i a l  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  
r e l a t i o n  t o  the steeplechases. Attended by r o y a l t y  and the 
a r i s toc racy ,  and the re fo re  o f  g rea te r  s o c i a l  s ign i f i cance  than t h e  

The 1830s saw grea t  changes i n  the  coun t ry ' s  p o l i t i c a l  s t r u c t -  
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pony events (which had v i r t u a l l y  ceased by the end ,o f  t h e  19th 
century) the Crouch H i l l  meetings were h e l d  under the  auspices o f  a 
d i s t i ngu ished  hun t ing  f r a t e r n i t y  who maintained the  h ighes t  standards 
o f  sportsmanship and kept  rac ing  a l i v e  r i g h t  through i n t o  the i n t e r -  
war years. 
who can s t i l l  remember the t h r i l l  and excitement o f  'Steeplechase 
Day' on Crouch H i l l  i n  the l a t e  1920s. 

There must be many o f  the  o lde r  i nhab i tan ts  o f  Banbury 

Evelyn Brown-Grant. 

A NOTE ON THE BANBURY RACE COURSE 

I 

I n  the 19 th  century meetings were he ld  near t h e  town on meadows 
which l a y  t o  the N of Banbury Br idge and E o f  the r i v e r  Cherwel l  i n  
the p a r i s h  o f  Warkworth, Northants. The land, which was already 
enclosed by 1694, 2 5  i s  re fe r red  t o  i n  the 1765 enclosure award f o r  
for Warkworth ( i n c l u d i n g  Grimsbury? as ' c e r t a i n '  Old i nc losu re  ... 
c a l l e d  Banbury Moors otherwise Grimsbury Moors'. On the 1 s t  ed. 1" 
Ordnance Survey map o f  1833 a race course i s  marked on t h e  Moors, 
between the r i v e r  and the Middleton Cheney tu rnp iked road; [see 
Fig. I] and s ince  i t  i s  known t h a t  Lhere was r a c i n g  a t  Banbury i n  
or before  1720, i t  i s  l i k e l y  t h a t  th is  s i t e  may have served as the  
town's t r a d i t i o n a l  race ground long be fore  the r e v i v a l  o f  the 1830s. 
I t  so cont inued i n  use from 1842 u n t i l  1846 when the l and  was d i v i d e d  
by the GWR. 

Dur ing the p e r i o d  o f  t h e  1840s r e v i v a l  the course was va r ious l y  
described as being " ... c lose  t o  Banbury on the l e f t -hand  s ide  o f  
the Brackley road" (Oxf. U n i v .  and C i t y  Herald 1843); " ... i n  the  
usual p lace, Wyat t ' s  Meadows, 26ad jo in ing  the  town on t h e  Northants.  
s ide o f  the r i v e r  Cherwell" ( O C  1844); and i n  "Grimsbury F i e l d "  (BG 
1845 and 1846). 

Evidence r e l a t i n g  t o  the topography o f  the a c t u a l  course i s  
der ived no t  on ly  from references made t o  i t  dur ing  the 1844 inques t ,  
but a l so  from two accounts pub l i shed a century apar t .  I n  the O C ' s  
reFort  o f  the 1843 races, the course was s a i d  t o  be " ... a m i l e  and 
a distance over a meadow r i s i n g  from the  r i v e r ,  b u t  i n  so gen t le  
a manner t h a t  the whole could be commanded from the  d i f f e r e n t  stands". I 

! 
through a hundred years" (19421, i n  which he wr i t es :  

I 

A more d e t a i l e d  d e s c r i p t i o n  i s  g iven  i n  W i l l i a e  P o t t s '  "Banbury 

"The p a r t  o f  Grimsbury between what l a t e r  became 
West S t ree t  and the River Cherwell  (Before the 
ra i lway  c u t  through i t )  was known as t h e  Moors, 
and here was the Banbury Racecourse o f  the  e a r l y  
n ine teenth  century.  The grand stand was near the  
s i t e  o f  the  former Baths and the s t a r t i n g  p o i n t  a t  
the end o f  the present West S t ree t .  The course ran  
from the re  t o  the  lasher ,  then beside the  brook t o  
the br idge,  behind the  houses o f  Waterloo and what i s  
now West S t ree t ,  past  t h e  s t a r t i n g  p o i n t  t o  the grand 
stand". 
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Many o f  the fea tures  r e f e r r e d  t o  i n  the  t e x t  have been incorp-  
orated i n  the p lan  o f  the race course as i t  may have appeared i n  the  
1840s : based on a map o f  Banbury c 1838 (See C. & C. Vo1.2, No. 9 ,  
1964) the T i the  Map (1852), and the 1s t  ed. 25" Ordnance Survey Map 
(1885). [See Fig.21. 

N.B. The fea tures  i n d i c a t e d  by hatched l i n e s  are  o f  a l a t e r  date : 
the s t a t i o n  master 's house (post-1850); West S t r e e t  (1852); 
the Pub l i c  Baths (1868). 

Along i t s  N.E. s e c t i o n  the  course l a y  on a contour o f  300 f t .  
above sea l e v e l .  

FOOTNOTES 

1. 

2 .  

3 .  

4. 

5 .  

6. 

7 .  

Henry H a l l  o f  Barton Abbey, Steeple Barton, Oxon; wealthy 
brewer and p r o p r i e t o r  o f  Jackson's Oxford Journal .  F i e l d  
Master o f  the  Heythrop Hunt i n  1854; High S h e r i f f  o f  Oxon. 
i n  1850. 
Mort imer Ricardo o f  Kiddington H a l l ,  son o f  the  ce lebra ted  
p o l i t i c a l  w r i t e r ,  David Ricardo; one o f  the  four  Masters o f  
the Heythrop Hunt i n  1854; H igh  S h e r i f f  o f  Oxon. i n  1846. 
" I s  so c a l l e d  from four  l a rge  p i n s  which are  placed s i n g l y  a t  
each angle o f  a square frame. 
... and throw a t  the  p i n s  a l a r g e  heavy bowl, which sometimes 
weighs s i x  or  e i g h t  pounds. 
cons i s t s  i n  bea t ing  them down by  the  fewer cas ts  o f  the  bowl". 
J. S t r u t t  : The Sports and Pastimes o f  the People o f  England 
(1830 ed.), p.273. 
PicGled or cured salmon, sent down from the  NE coast i n  casks 
or tubs, was a popular s p e c i a l i t y  s o l d  a t  refreshments booths 
a t  the Banbury Michaelmas F a i r  and the  races. 
James Dagley o f  t he  Wine Vaul ts,  Parson's S t ree t ;  John 
C lar idge o f  the Vine Tavern, C o r n h i l l .  
W i l l i am Thompson, chairmaker; pa r t - t ime  Superintendent of t he  
Borough P o l i c e  from 1836-60; employed f u l l - t i m e  from 1860-75. 
H is  T i p s t a f f  i s  i n  the Banbury Museum. (Thompson had no 
a u t h o r i t y  t o  a t tend  t h i s  meeting i n  any o f f i c i a l  capac i ty ,  
s ince  the  course l a y  ou ts ide  Borough j u r i s d i c t i o n ) .  
' I . .  . a t  the b r idge  end o f  the town ... the tu rnp ike  ... stood ... a l i t t l e  beyond where the s ta t i onmas te r ' s  house was, and 
near:,an o l d  cedar- t ree which i s  there  s t i l l .  The tu rnp ike ,  I 
t h ink ,  was kept  by a man the name o f  Edwards - Pikey Edwards 
he was always ca l l ed " .  (George Herbert  : Shoemaker's Window 
p.80). According t o  the  BG (Feb.22nd 1855) the t o l l  gate 
stood 'I... a t  the spot where t h e  Warkworth Lane brances ou t  
from the road". 
From 1842-46, H.A. Oalby, t imber merchant, b u i l t  a temporary 
b r i dge  over the  Cherwell  t o  p rov ide  pedest r ian  spec ta to rs  with 
an easy access on to  the  course from the  town. 

The p laye rs  stand a t  a distance, 

The excel lency o f  t he  game 

I 

I 
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8. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 
13. 

14. 

15. 

16. 
17. 

A te r raced row o f  cot tages b u i l t  c.1815, s i t u a t e d  on Banbury 
Br idge Bank, a t  the E f oo t  o f  the Br idge and N o f  the  road, 
'I.. . the p lace  had an infamous name and was s a i d  t o  be the  
r e s o r t  o f  rogues who thus l i v e d  ou ts ide  the j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  
the Banbury p o l i c e ,  f o r  i t  was i n  Northamptonshire". (W i l l i am 
P o t t s  : Banbury through a hundred years. p.97). Lodging houses 
run  by Thomas and Br idge t  Ward and Benjamin and Hary Trusty 
were known t o  be used by c r i m i n a l s  when they v i s i t e d  the Banbury 
races. 
Henry Peyton o f  S w i f t ' s  House, Stoke Lyne, Oxon; a prominent 
member o f  the B ices ter  and Warden H i l l  Hunt, and considered t o  
be one o f  the bes t  sportsmen'.of h i s  day. 
Thomas Naseby o f  the K ing ' s  Head, Parson's S t .  ("temporary ho te l s "  
= refreshment booths). 
Race card  on p.23 i n  Cheney's o f  Banbury 1767/1967 (1967). 
Banbury Pub l i c  L i b r a r y .  
See C .  & C. Vol. 10, no. 5, p.118, n.3. 
In the  1840s two schemes were proposed for t he  extension o f  the 
r a i l r o a d  rou tes  from London t o  the  Midlands, the  Nor th  and the 
West : the narrow gauge l i n e  o f  the  LNWR; and the  broad gauge 
l i n e  o f  the  GWR designed by the  b r i l l i a n t  engineer Isambard 
Kingdom Brunel .  
D ick  Palmer o f  Wroxton, known i n  p u g i l i s t i c  c i r c l e s  i n  the 1830s 
as the "Banbury Pet". L i k e  horse rac ing ,  p r i z e  f i g h t i n g  
a t t r a c t e d  upper c lass  patronage and a lasge fo1;owing from 
among the lower orders,  huge sums be ing  placed on bouts which 
were o f t e n  he ld  a t  race meetings. Deplored as a demoral is ing 
and b r u t a l  a f f a i r  the p r i z e  f i g h t  came under a t tack  f r o m  the  
l a t e  18 th  century from humanitar ians and re fo rming  magistrates 
who had the  power t o  r e s t r a i n  f i g h t i n g  on the grounds o f  breach 
o f  the  peace and un lawfu l  assembly. 
From 1843-46 Tancred subscr ibed an a d d i t i o n a l  50 Sovereigns t o  
the  prize-money f o r  the Ne i th rop  Stakes. H i s  feelongs on t h i s  
score are  revealed i n  h i s  correspondence w i t h  . h i s  f r i e n d  and 
p a r t y  agent, the Banbury s o l i c i t o r  W i l l i am Munton : "I h e a r t i l y  
wish t h a t  the Railway had absorbed the  Race Course, and app l i ed  
i t  t o  some purpose more r a t i o n a l  than the  present,  and which 
would have l e f t  my f i f t y  pounds i n  my pocket ..." (May 29th 1845): 
and again i n  another l e t t e r ,  undated: "I  send you a d r a f t  f o r  
Stanley [ i . e .  C le rk  o f  the  Course] I s h a l l  no t  break my hea r t  
i f  the  r a i l r o a d  pu ts  an end t o  the races next year". ( A  
V i c t o r i a n  M.P. and h i s  cons t i t uen ts ,  Banbury H i s t .  Soc., Vo1.8, 
pp. 17 & 2 4 )  
Pony Shows accompanied the races from 1874-77. and 1879-80. 
As w e l l  as c r i c k e t  matches, c i r c u s  and a g r i c u l t u r a l  shows were 
h e l d  on the  o l d  Cr i cke t  Ground, p a r t  o f  a 7 acre f i e l d  (marked 
on the  1852 Banbury T i the  Map as Windmi l l  F i e l d ,  N. o f  Pe r ry ' s  
Nursery Garden) which l a y  S o f  the j u n c t i o n  o f  Newland road 
w i t h  the main Oxford road. 

, 
I 
I : 
\ 1 
I 
I 

I 

I 
I 

I 
I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 
I 
I 
1 
i 

1 
! 

I 

I 

I 

I 
I 

200 



In 1868 the Banbury Cricket C111h's new ground was opened in 
Grimsbury; this was most likely to have been in one of the 
fields between the GWR and West Street, New Grimsbury, i.e. 
on the E section of the former race course. 
In 1869 Bernhard Samuelson acquired f o r  his Britannia Works 
Recreation Society (founded 1856) a large sports ground next 
to the Works Depot, S of the GWR station. 
From the mid-1850s cricket and other sports (e.g. football in 
the 1860s) were played on part of the 34 acre field situated 
S of the Hardwick village road. 
A new football club, the Banbury Rovers was formed in 1879. 
This meeting may have been held on a large piece of open 
ground known as the Marches which lay to the NW of the Castle 
Nursery Gardens, between the canal and the Southam Road. 
Private pony matches were run here in 1863. 
The Wroxton Horticultural show, the Foresters Great Fete at 
Bleeheim Park, and the Brackley Athletic Sports and Bicycle 
Parade were all held on Bank 4pliday Monday, Aug. 3rd. 
The 3 acre Mill Meadow which lay to the E o f  the factory site, 
between the Banbury Mill stream and the Cherwell. 
Map 08 Robert Barber's estate (1694). Bodl. MS.d.d. Risley DIII. 
The Benbury Meadows were said to be in the occupation of 
John Wyatt, landlord of the Flying Horse, when they were 
auctioned in 1823 after the death of the Proprietor, Rev. 
William Shippen Willes. It is not known how long Wyatt 
continued his tenancy, though it is recorded that he was oper- 
ating in Banbury as a 'milk man' from 1832-44, and as a ' 

'dealer-in-hay' from 1844-45 (Rusher Directory). His name 
appears in the Borough Electoral Register for 1841 and 1843 as 
the owner of land adjoining the Middleton Turnpike road. 

18. 

19. 

20. 

21. 
22. 

23. 

24. 

25. 
2 6 .  

I AUGUST BANK HOLIDAY. 

BANBURY 
I 'PONY & BALLOWAY RACES, 
! 
4 UNDgB THE DISTINOUISHED PATRONAGE OF 
A. Brruey, Eiq., W.P.. M.F. IT., b f n i n .  Hoe(. Mioondr, 

md Co., 0. Y. Edmundn. M a n .  Dunndl . a d  SOU, 
R W. Pliak, Lq., kc. 

WILL TAKX PLACE IN A 
FIELD 81TUATED IB THE BOUTHAY BOAD 

Abut  mvr W n a b  Walk from bhr Btrlioo. 

On MONDAY, AUQUST 3rd, 1888. 
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COUNTRY TEACHERS I N  VICTORIAN OXFORDSHIRE - S M  CASE STUDIES 

Although teachers were impor tan t  members o f  V i c t o r i a n  v i l l a g e  
soc ie ty ,  d e t a i l s  o f  the  l i v e s  and careers  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  members o f  
t he  pro fess ion  are scanty. I t  i s  t o  f i l l  some o f  the  gaps i n  our 
knowledge and, through the  footnote references, t o  suggest poss ib le  
areas f o r  f u r t h e r  research t h a t  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  case s tud ies  o f  e leven 
North Oxfordshire teachers have been assembled. 

I n  the  e a r l y  n ine teenth  century  the  post o f  elementary teacher 
was o f t e n  undertaken by those too  o l d ,  t o o  s i c k ,  o r  too  i n e f f i c i e n t  
t o  ca r ry  ou t  any o ther  job ,  or who had accepted the  post because 
there was no o ther  candidate ava i l ab le .  As l a t e  as 1854, M i ld red  
L o f t s ,  headmistress a t  Tackley, was descr ibed by the  diocesan 
inspec tor  o f  schools i n  unen thus ias t i c  terms as ' a  very respedtable,  
w e l l  p r i n c i p l e d ,  t i d y ,  o rde r l y ,  r e s p e c t f u l  Person (who took t h e  
School a t  a t ime when the  Rector was i n  g rea t  d i f f i c u l t y ,  the prev- 
i ous  Schoolmistress having died, & he h imse l f  being absent from 
ill hea l th ) ;  bu t  be ing  un t ra ined,  i s  w i thou t  any p ro fess iona l  s k i l l .  
The c h i l d r e n  are  ... g r e a t l y  d e f i c i e n t  i n  I n t e l l i g e n c e  & EnergyI.1 
S t i l l  l e s s  des i rab le  was the  s i t u a t i o n  a t  Nor th  Leigh, where the  
master was a f a i l e d  farmer and land-measurer, who was incapable o f  
c a r r y i n g  ou t  h i s  d u t i e s  s a t i s f a c t o r i l y . 2  

b r a i n i n g  programme t o  improve the  s t a t u s  and e f f i c i e n c y  o f  members 
o f  the  profession. 
serve a f i ve-year  apprent icesh ip  as a pup i l - teacher ,  and a t  t he  end 
o f  t h i s  cou ld  compete f o r  a Queen's Scholarship t o  g i ve  entrance t o  
a t r a i n i n g  co l lege.  Those candidates unable t o  ga in  admission t o  
co l l ege  could, meanwhile, remain i n  the  schools as u n q u a l i f i e d  
i n s t r u c t o m ,  and perhaps study i n  t h e i r  spare t i m e  f o r  the  c e r t i f i c a t e  
examination. As the  Oxfordshire cases already quoted suggest, t he  
reform process took t ime t o  become e f f e c t i v e ,  bu t  from 1862 a l l  heads 
of schools aided by government g r a n t s  were supposed t o  h o l d  a c e r t -  
i f i c a t e ,  gained e i t h e r  w h i l s t  a t  c o l l e g e  or e x t e r n a l l y  through 
p r i v a t e  study. Even then, i n  some o f  t he  smal ler  r u r a l  schools, 
such as Milcombe i n  the  examples quoted below, poor s a l a r i e s  and a 
shortage o f  app l i can ts  meant t h a t  u n q u a l i f i e d  teachers cou ld  s t i l l  
ga in  a headship. 
Department i n  London t o  a l l o w  t h e i r  candidate t o  cont inue i n  o f f i c e  
u n t i l  he or she had obtained the  r e q u i s i t e  c e r t i f i c a t e .  These 
at tempts t o  circumvent the  r e g u l a t i o n s  were boosted i n  the  e a r l y  
1870s when, f o l l o w i n g  the  passage o f  t he  1870 Education Act guarant- 
eeing every c h i l d  a school  p lace, i t  was a l s o  l a i d  down t h a t  those 
teachers aged 35 or above who had taught  i n  a school f o r  a t  l eas t  
t e n  years, might be awarded a c e r t i f i c a t e  a t  the  d i s c r e t i o n  o f  HM 
Inspector o f  Schools w i thou t  t a k i n g  any examination. Between 1871 
and 1874 over 3,000 teachers were gran ted  t h e i r  c e r t i f i c a t e  under 
t h i s  dispensat ion.  3 

The case s tud ies  quoted i n v o l v e  n i n e  d i f f e r e n t  par ishes. 

Against t h i s  background, i n  1846 the  government i n s t i t u t e d  a 

Those w ish ing  t o  become teachers cou ld  now 

The managers then sought t o  persuade the  Education 

They 

I 

I 
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revea l  t he  youthfuhmess o f  many teachers when they f i r s t  became heads, 
and the  speed w i t h  which a number o f  them moved around - though Ezer 
Walton, who became master o f  Wardington school  a t  t he  age o f  twenty, 
remained i n  t h a t  v i l l a g e  for t he  r e s t  o f  h i s  l i f e .  The low s a l a r i e s  
pa id ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t o  women teachers, and the  pressures exer ted  by t h e  
need t o  do w e l l  a t  t he  annual 'peyment by r e s u l t s '  examinations 
conducted by HM Inspec tor  a t e  demonstrated. For under the  terms o f  
the  1862 Revised Code, government g ran ts  t o  schools, except fo r  b u i l d -  
i n g  gran ts ,  were p a i d  on l y  i f  p u p i l s  achieved a minimum attendance 
l e v e l  and were success fu l  i n  annual examinations i n  the  th ree  'r's' 
conducted by H M I .  

I n  each case study t h e  b a s i s  fo r  research has been the  ' p re l im-  
i n a r y  statement '  submit ted by school  managers t o  the  Educat ion Depart- 
ment, ask ing  f o r  approva l  and o f f i c i a l  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  t h e i r  p a r t -  
i c u l a r  i n s t i t u t i o n .  Normal ly on l y  one such a p p l i c a t i o n  was neces- 
sary - hence the  career p r o f i l e  o f  on l y  one head teacher can normal ly  
be assembled from t h i s  source. Only i f  t he  f i r s t  a p p l i c a t i o n  f a i l e d  
or was rendered obso le te  fo r  some reason was a second appeal necessary. 
Equa l ly ,  t he  da te  when the  a p p l i c a t i o n  was made can vary widely.  
Two o f  t he  examples da te  from the  1850s and one from the  1890s, b u t  
most r e l a t e  t o  t h e  1860s and 1870s when elementary school  b u i l d i n g  
and s t a f f  reo rgan isa t i on  were b o t h  proceeding apace. 
1. A l ke r ton  Na t iona l  School.* A p p l i c a t i o n  dated 11.9.1871 

School d e t a i l s .  
A new school  was e rec ted  i n  1871, w i t h  accommodation for 58 

ch i l d ren ,  a l though no more than seventeen apparent ly attended. The 
a p p l i c a t i o n  was submit ted t o  t h e  Educat ion Department beeore the  
school  had a c t u a l l y  opened. Fees o f  6ds, 3d. add I d .  a week were 
proposed, va ry ing  accord ing  t o  p a r e n t a l  means. 'There is space 
for a house which w i l l  n o t  be completed ye t  for  l ack  o f  Funds. A t  
present i t  w i l l  be used as a Coal-House. The i n t e r n a l  communication 
w i l l  n o t  be stopped t i l l  the  house i s  completed,' noted t h e  cor res-  
pondent o f  t he  school. 

Background o f  leacher .  
ELLEN M. HATFIELD was bo rn  on 6 June, 1847, a t  W i n k f i e l d  i n  

Berksh i re .  She was apprent iced  a t  B i n f i e l d  Na t iona l  School, a l s o  
i n  Berkshire,  be fo re  a t tend ing  the  B r i s t o l  and Gloucester Diocesan 
T ra in ing  Col lege a t  Fishponds, B r i s t o l ,  between January 1866 and 
December 1867. On 4 October, 1869, she became head o f  Shut fo rd  
School, and du r ing  her f i r s t  mombhs i n  o f f i c e  depended much on the  
cura te ,  t he  Rev. 8.J. S m i t h 3  f o r  ass is tance wi th  the  teaching. 
Indeed, on 23 December, 1869, he took f u l l  charge o f  t he  school  
w h i l s t  she decorated the  Church for  Christmas! Miss H a t f i e l d  was 
a f i r m  d i s c i p l i n a r i a n  - as on 25 March, 1870, when t h e  c h i l d r e n  
were ' kep t  back for a quar te r  o f  an hour f o r  marching d i s o r d e r l y  
i n t o  the  school  room'. She gained her  c e r t i f i c a t e  i n  1871 and 
remained a t  Shut fo rd  u n t i l  t h e  end o f  t he  f o l l o w i n g  March. 
Immediately be fo re  her departure she rece ived a mixed r e p o r t  on the  
p u p i l s  from Walter B.  Yarde, Y M I :  'The c o n d i t i o n  o f  the  School i s  
very c r e d i t a b l e  t o  Miss Hatfie,ld;inasmuch as the  r e s u l t  o f  t he  
Examination shows t h a t  t he  ch i ' ld ren  have been w e l l  taught as fa r  as 
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they have gone. But t he  standard i s  very low, no c h i l d r e n  be ing  
presented above the  t h i r d  Standard [ o f  t he  o f f i c i a l  School Code] so 
a Grant i n  f u l l  i s  recommended (bu t  wi th  g rea t  h e s i t a t i o n )  on l y  i n  
consequence o f  t he  good Examination passed. 
another Blackboard' .  

Henry M i l l s ,  h i s  w i f e  and t h e i r  two young c h i l d r e n .  A t  A l ke r ton  
the  sa la ry  proposed was E35 a year. She was a l s o  expected t o  p l a y  
the  organ f o r  Sunday church serv ices ,  and f o r  t h a t  a payment o f  E10 
a year was suggested. 
A l ke r ton  i n  1876/77. 

More books are  wanted: 

Whilst a t  Shutford,  Miss H a t f i e l d  lodged with the  l o c a l  c a r r i e r ,  

Trade d i r e c t o r i e s  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  she l e f t  

2. The Bar fo rds  Na t iona l . [ i . e .  Church o f  England School, 
cover ing  Bar fo rd  S t .  Michael  and Bar fo rd  S t .  John. B 

ADo l i ca t i on  dated 1.2.1875 . ,  
School d e t a i l s .  
A School was f i r s t  es tab l i shed  i n  1852, b u t  new b u i l d i n g s  were 

opened immediately p r i o r  t o  the  a p p l i c a t i o n .  There were 25 boys, 
46 g i r l s  and 71 i n f a n t s  i n  attendance a t  t h a t  t ime, paying fees o f  
l i d .  each, the i d  be ing  re tu rned  t o  those p u p i l s  who at tended 
r e a u l a r l v .  

a Background o f  Teacher. 
MRS. MAR.Y TAYLOR, n@e TIMS,  was born  a t  Adderbury on 10 August, 

1831, and had taught i n  elementary schools f o r  27 years when the  
a p p l i c a t i o n  was made. According t o  the  school  correspondent, she 
had formerly been head o f  t h e  g i r l s '  school  a t  Banbury workhouse and 
w h i l s t  t he re  had been 'examined by M r .  Ruddock, Government Inspec tor  
and rece ived a c e r t i f i c a t e .  Th is  c e r t i f i c a t e  she has l o s t .  But 
as she cont inued m is t ress  f o r  2 o the r  years and the  Books ( s i c )  
o f f i c i a l  o f  t he  year may be consu l ted  i t  i s  hoped i t  w i l l  be 
counted. 

Between 1846 and 1848 she had been a monitress a t  Adderbury 
School, which was 'good & l a r g e  then as now and p a i d  so much a week 
by the  cu ra te ' .  She had taught a t  t he  G i r l s '  school  a t  Banbury ' 

workhouse from 1848 t o  1852, be fo re  t a k i n g  up the  headships a t  t he  
Bar fo rds  on 7 March, 1852. Her s a l a r y  f o r  t he  year ending 
4 November, 1874, was the  meagre sum o f  E25. 

Comments 
I n  the  1871 census r e t u r n ,  Mrs. Tay lo r  i s  shown as the  w i f e  o f  

W i l l i a m  Taylor,  grocer and beer r e t a i l e r .  
Emma, aged 10, l i v i n g  a t  home. 
occupat ion f o r  her,  b u t  i t  i s  c l e a r  from t rade  d i r e c t o r i e s  t h a t  she 
remained head o f  t he  school  u n t i l  t he  mid-1880s. 
3. Bloxham Na t iona l  School.6 There were two a p p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  t h i s  

school  
( a )  App l i ca t i on  - 19 May, 1857. 
School d e t a i l s  
See Appendix 1 f o r  school  r u l e s .  A t  t h i s  date, i n  a d d i t i o n  

t o  28 f ree  scholars,  16 boys and 61 g i r l s  at tended the  school, 1 boy 
pay ing  6d. a week, 3 paying 4d., 2 2d., and 10, I d .  
21 p a i d  2d. and 40, I d .  
d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  based p a r t l y  on p a r e n t a l  means. 

She had one daughter, 
I n t e r e s t i n g l y  the  census djives no 

O f  t he  g i r l s ,  
This was an extreme example o f  fee 
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Background o f  Teacher 
CHARLES WILLIAM HAYCOCK was born on 17 November, 1836, and was 

an u n c e r t i f i c a t e d  teacher. 
8 August, 1853 - a t  t he  age of on l y  2, and i n  1857 h e  lodged w i t h  
t he  v i c a r .  
E56 a year, w h i l e  the g i r l s '  teacher, who i s  n o t  mentioned i n  the  
a p p l i c a t i o n  form, secured E21.14s.2d. 

( b )  A p p l i c a t i o n  - 15 June, 1863 
School d e t a i l s  
With the he lp  o f  a gran t  from the  Banbury poor law guardians, a 

Background o f  Teacher 
THOMAS WALTER W I X  was the  son o f  a tu rne r  and was bo rn  on 

7 December, 1840. A f t e r  se rv ing  an apprent icesh ip  o f  almost f i v e  
years a t  Henley Na t iona l  and I n d u s t r i a l  School he en tered  Culham 
Diocesan T ra in ing  Col lege, as a 1 s t  Class Queen's scho la r ,  on 
30 January, 1860. 
by the  p r i n c i p a l  when he l e f t  as anhonest,  
b u t  impu ls ive  & h o t  tempered. 
make a very good schoolmaster ' !  
1 January, 1862, a t  an annual sa la ry  of,almost f70,  p l u s  an a d d i t -  
i o n a l  E8 t o  cover l odg ing  expenses u n t i l  the  school  house was 
completed. He a l s o  served as an a s s i s t a n t  poor law overseer i n  
h i s  spare t ime, and f o r  t h i s  was p a i d  & I 0  a year. He was ass i s ted  
by a Mrs. Lawrence, aged 40, who taught  the  g i r l s  sewing. 

He had taken charge o f  the  school  on 

The sa la ry  p a i d  t o  the  teacher a t  the  boys' school  was 

new school  b u i l d i n g  was opened on 20 Apr i l ,  1863. 

There he remained f o r  two years and was descr ibed 
energet ic  charac ter ;  

By no means c l e v e r  bu t  w i l l  probably 
He became head a t  Bloxham on 

Comments 
I n  Auaust 1864. Wix mar r ied  E l i zabe th  Webb. a sawver 's dauahter 

from Henley, who was th ree  years h i s  sen io r  a n d ' h e r s e l i  a teacher.  
Soon a f t e r  they l e f t  Bloxham so t h a t  Thomas cou ld  take  up a pos t  a t  
Sunning H i l l  Na t i ona l  School near S ta ines  i n  Middlesex. 
4 .  
Bloxham Na t iona l  I n f a n t s '  Schoole App l i ca t i on  dated 6.8.1877 

School d e t a i l s  
The I n f a n t s '  school  was es tab l i shed  i n  1863 and the  school  room 

was erec ted  i n  1869. A c l a s s  room was added i n  1875. There were 
85 p u p i l s  i n  average attendance i n  1877, and these were taught 
needlework as well as the  o rd ina ry  bas ic  sub jec ts .  
o f  the  i n f a n t s  on the  r e q i s t e r  pa id  I d .  a week and 36, 2d. 

Seventy-eight 

Background o f  Teacher 
ELIZABETH BAKER was born on 4 May. 1854, and beqan her teach inq  

career as a rnonitress a t  S t .  Mary's and S t .  Pau l ' s  School, Warncote: 
She was un t ra ined  bu t  gained her teacher 's  c e r t i f i c a t e  i n  December 
1876. P r i o r  t o  coming t o  Bloxham she had worked (between February 
1876 and May 1877) a t  S t .  Luke 's  School, Le i ces te r .  Her sa la ry  a t  
Bloxham was E60 a year. 
5. Cot t i sBord  Na t iona l  School. App l i ca t i ons  dated October 1871 and 

January 1874 
School d e t a i l s  
The school  was b u i l t  i n  1856 t o  ca te r  f o r  50 pup i l s ,  b u t  was 

By the  e a r l y  1870s i t  had 10 ex tens i ve l y  a l t e r e d  i n  about 1870. 
boys and 36 g i r l s  on the  r e g i s t e r ,  pay ing  weekly fees o f  I d .  The 
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associated school  house i n  the  e a r l y  1870s comprised a l i v i n g  room, 
pant ry ,  and two bedrooms. 

Backgroung o f  Teacher 
SUSANNAH HOLMYARD was born  i n  May, 1844, the  daughter o f  a 

London saddler.  She worked f o r  two years as a monitor and f i v e  as 
a p u p i l  teacher a t  Nor th  Malvern g i r l s '  school i n  Worcestershire 
before becoming head a t  C o t t i s f o r d  i n  November 1867 as an uncer t -  
i f i e d ,  un t ra ined  teacher. A t  the  beg inn ing  o f  the  1870s she was 
p a i d  E27.10~. a year. I n  December 1872 she gained her c e r k i f i c a t e  
by e x t e r n a l  examinat ion and her annual sa la ry  was then r a i s e d  t o  
E32 .4~ .  By January 1874 p u p i l  numbers had f a l l e n  t o  42 - o f  whom 
16 were i n f a n t s ,  18 g i r l s ,  and on ly  8 were boys. 

Comments. 
Susannah Holmyard remained head a t  C o t t i f s o f d .  l i v i n g  alone i n  

the school  house, u n t i l  her marriage t o  Henry Tebby, the  ;quire 's 
gardener, i n  A p r i l  1885. He was about n ine  years her j u n i o r  and 
was the son o f  a l o c a l  labourer .  Susannah fea tures  as 'Miss Holmes' 
i n  F l o r a  Thompson's Lark Rise t o  Candleford (Oxford World 's C lass ics  
ed., 1963, pp.190-198). F l o r a  descr ibed her as ' a  smal l ,  neat 
l i t t l e  body w i t h  a pale,  s l i g h t l y  pock-marked face, snaky b lack  
c u r l s  hanging down t o  her shoulders, and eyebrows arched i n t o  a 
perpetua l  i n q u i r y .  She wore i n  school  s t i f f l y  starched, h o l l a n d  
aprons w i t h  b ibs ,  one embroidered w i t h  r e d  one week, and one w i t h  
b l u e  the nex t ,  and was seldom seen w i thout  a posy o f  f l owers  pinned 
t o  her b reas t ,  and another tucked i n t o  her h a i r ' .  The th ree  ' r ' s '  
p l u s  s c r i p t u r e ,  and needlework f o r  the  g i r l s ,  were the  main sub jec ts  
taught,  and Miss Holmyard took a l l  t he  c lasses simultaneously,  a ided 
by two young monitors,  aged about twelve.  They were each p a i d , a  
s h i l l i n g  or so a week for t h e i r  serv ices .  She was a f i r m  d i s c i p -  
l i n a r i a n  abut a l s o  knew her  p lace  i n  soc ie ty ,  so t h a t  when the  
s q u i r e ' s  mother, Mrs. Rousby (Mrs. B r a c e w e l l ' i n  the  book) v i s i t e d  the  
school  t o  examine the  c h i l d r e n ' s  needlework, she 'sketched a s l i g h t  
cur tsey  as she h e l d  open the door f o r  h e r ' .  
much g r a t i f i e d  when Mrs. Rousby acted as a wi tness a t  her wedding. 
But she was a l so  a good teacher. 
inspec tor  o f  schools noted i n  1882: 'The Cond i t ion  o f  Re l i g ious  
Knowledge i s  s a t i s f a c t o r y :  and the  answering genera l l y  was very 

, c r e d i t a b l e .  The w r i t t e n  work ( i n  the  lower Standards e s p e c i a l l y )  
was decidedly above t h e  average'.  
a f t e r  her marr iage Susannah went t o  l i v e  i n  a ' p r e t t y  o l d  co t tage '  
she renamed 'Malvern V i l l a ' .  

Doubtless she was 

I n  a t y p i c a l  comment, the  diocesan 

According t o  F l o r a  Thompson, 

6. Cropredy Na t iona l  School l 0App l i ea t i on  dated 5.3.1858 
School d e t a i l s  
The school was erec ted  i n  1854 on l and  prov ided from the  v i c a r ' s  

glebe. 
government gave E270. I n  1858 the re  were 58 boys and 54 g i r l s  i n  
attendance paying Id. a week, p l u s  10 boys and 3 g i r l s  each pay ing  
3d. There was a l s o  an evening school  conduced on Wednesdays and 
F r idays  du r ing  the w in te r  months by the  v i c a r  and cura te ,  a ided by 
the  schoolmaster. 

The cos t ,  w i t h  the school house, was 2720, o f  which the  

I 
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Background o f  Teacher 
GEORGE WILDEN BUCKINGHAM was born on 29 December, 1824, and 

spent two years as master a t  Great Hampden Na t iona l  School near Great 
Missenden i n  Buckinghamshire before en te r ing  Culham Diocesan T ra in ing  
Col lege i n  September 1856. H is  at ta inments a t  t h a t  t ime were 
descr ibed as ' l o w '  and the fo l l ow ing  summer he l e f t  t o  become head 
a t  Cropredy, from 29 September, 1857. When he l e f t  Culham, the  
p r i n c i p a l  descr ibed him as a ' f a i r  master f o r  a count ry  school: and 
o f  a h igher  tone o f  charac ter  13 more love  f o r  h i s  work than i s  
u s u a l ' ,  adding l a t e r ,  'Turns ou t  an admirable schoolmaster ' .  

Comments 
A t  Cropredy, Buckingham was ass i s ted  by h i s  w i fe ,  Sarah, and 

they were p a i d  a j o i n t  s a l a r y  of E64 a year, p l u s  a f ree  house. A 
daughter, Amelia, was born i n  the  sp r ing  o f  1859 and a t  about t h a t  
t ime, Buckingham re tu rned  tempora r i l y  t o  Culham t o  read f o r  h i s  
c e r t i f i c a t e .  I n  the  i n t e r i m  another Culham student named Rowles 
ac ted  as h i s  s u b s t i t u t e .  He gained h i s  c e r t i f i c a t e  a t  Christmas 
1859 - a no t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  p r e s t i g i o u s  3 rd  c lass  o f  t he  1 s t  year 
examinat ion - and re tu rned  t o  Cropredy where he remained u n t i l  
about 1863/64. 
1861. 

A second daughter, Lucy Anne, was bap t i sed  i n  March 

7. Drayton Na t iona l  School .  l 1  App l i ca t i on  dated 4.3.1891 
School d e t a i l s  
I n  the  e a r l y  1890s. t he  school  b u i l d i n a  was owned bv Baron 

Nor th  o f  Wroxton'Abbey,'from whom i t  was re6 ted  a t  E4.6s:Ed. a year.  
I n  the  autumn o f  1889 the  o l d  school, c o n s i s t i n g  o f  two co t tages  
converted i n t o  a schoo l  room, was recons t ruc ted  and v i r t u a l l y  
r e b u i l t .  'Upwards o f  30' scho la rs  were s a i d  t o  be i n  average 
attendance i n  1891, pay ing  fees f i x e d  a t  2d. a week f o r  one c h i l d  
on ly ,  and l i d .  each where the re  were two or more i n  a fam i l y .  
' c h i l d r e n  under 5 years o f  age f r e e ' .  I n  1894, the  s c h o o l ' s  
c o n d i t i o n  was s t i l l  u n s a t i s f a c t o r y  and f i v e  years l a t e r  t h e  govern- 
ment threatened t o  withdraw i t s  g ran t  un less  a separate room was 
prov ided f o r  t he  youngest c h i l d r e n .  

Background o f  Teacher 
MARY ELIZA BAILEY was born on 20 February, 1854. She was a 

c e r t i f i c a t e d  teacher, hav ing  gained t h a t  q u a l i f i c a t i o n  i n  A p r i l  1882, 
al though she had been n e i t h e r  apprent iced  as a p u p i l  teacher nor  
at tended a t r a i n i n g  co l l ege .  
f i e l d  school ,  between September 1880 and August 1890. A t  the  
beg inn ing  o f  t h e  ' n r n e t i e s  she was p a i d  E40 a year a t  Drayton. 

Prev ious ly  she had taught  a t  E lders -  

Comments 
;) When Mary B a i l e y  f i r s t  took up her appointment she seems t o  

have been success fu l .  On 23 December, 1892, H M I  repo r ted  t h a t  'good 
progress had been made', w h i l e  the  c h i l d r e n  were ' i n  very n i c e  o r d e r '  
They had passed 'on  the  whole a good examinat ion i n  the  elementary 
sub jec ts .  
Geography'. 
i n  t h a t  year 

The l o g  
regu la r  v i s i  

he g i r l s  sew w e l l ,  b u t  the  boys must improve i n  
The school  earned the  s u b s t a n t i a l  g ran t  o f  E59.15s.2d. 

book shows t h a t  the  r e c t o r ,  M r .  Jordan, and h i s  w i fe  were 
ors t o  the  school, w i th  the  r e c t o r  t a k i n g  occas iona l  
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lessons and h i s  w i f e  hear ing  the c h i l d r e n  s i n g  or r e c i t e .  I n  the 
autumn o f  1894 Miss Ba i l ey  married, becoming Mrs. Jenkinson. Less 
than  th ree  years l a t e r , o n  9 A p r i l ,  1897, she l e f t  the  school  under 
something of a cloud. The r e p o r t  o f  HMI  i n  the  prev ious  December 
had commented c r i t i c a l l y :  'The c o n d i t i o n  o f  t he  School i s  n o t  very 
s a t i s f a c t o r y .  The I n f a n t s  and the  f i r s t  standard c h i l d r e n  are  
extremely backward, and the re  i s  a general  l ack  o f  v igour  and 
enthusiasm i n  the  teaching o f  the  School. A decided improvement 
w i l l  be looked f o r  nex t  yea r ' .  
c u t s  were threatened unless the i n f a n t s  were ' t augh t  s u i t a b l y  t o  
t h e i r  age ' .  The t o t a l  g ran t  rece ived by the  school  amounted t o  
on l y  E42.19s.Od. On 12 A p r i l ,  1897, Mrs. Jenkinson was rep laced 
by Harry W .  Bourne, a c e r t i f i c a t e d  master. He d i d  n o t  s tay  long, 
e i t h e r ,  and i n  1904, s h o r t l y  a f t e r  Oxfordsh i re  County Counci l  assumed 
c o n t r o l  o f  the  school under the 1902 Educat ion Act, t he  head was a 
63-year-old c e r t i f i c a t e d  b u t  un t ra ined  master, James Abbott,  who 
was ass i s ted  by h i s  w i fe .  
212. There were 40 DuDils i n  averaae attendance. 

The g ran t  was reduced, and f u r t h e r  

He earned E82 a year and she rece ived 

from the d i l a p i d a t e d  c h h c h ,  al though the  schoo l .  i t s e l f  was appar- 
e n t l y  n o t  es tab l i shed u n t i l  1861. 'The schoo lm is t ress ' s  house i s  
under the  same r o o f ,  b u t  wi th  no communication whatever w i t h  the 
schoolroom. Used f o r  Pa r i sh  meetings, on Saturdayafternoons, 
a f t e r  School hours on o ther  days' ,  repo r ted  the  school  corresp- 
ondent. i n  1873 the re  were 17 boys and 21 g i r l s  i n  attendance, o f  
whom 4 o f  the boys and 5 o f  the  girls p a i d  2d. a week, and the  r e s t  
I d .  according t o  pa ren ta l  means. K n i t t i n g  and p l a i n  needlework 
were taught 'every a f te rnoon ' .  

Background o f  Teacher 
NAOMI M. CARTER was a widow, who had been born  a t  Trowbridge, 

W i l t s h i r e ,  on 29 May, 1846. P r i o r  t o  coming t o  Milcombe she had 
ass i s ted  her l a t e  husband, the  head o f  Chepstow New School i n  
Monmouth, between January 1866 and September 1867. She had no t  
been apprent iced and had no c e r t i f i c a t e ,  a l though she declared 
h e r s e l f  w i l l i n g  t o  be examined f o r  one. 

Comments. 
Mrs. Car ter  came t o  Milcombe i n  A p r i l  1870 and a t  the  t ime o f  

t he  1871 census was l i v i n g  i n  the  school  house wi th  her daughter, 
Florence, aged 4, and son, Thomas, aged 3. A 17-year-old genera l  
servant,  Adelade ( s i c )  Brookman from Compton, Berksh i re ,  was a l s o  
s t a y i n g  w i t h  her  as a ' v i s i t o r ' .  Mrs. C a r t e r ' s  e f f o r t s  t o  support  
her  young fam i l y  must have been made doubly d i f f i c u l t  by her low 
sa la ry .  
a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  recogn i t i on  was unsuccessful  or she found another 
pos t ,  f o r  according t o  K e l l y ' s  1877 t rade  d i r e c t o r y  she was no 
lonqer  head o f  the school. 

I n  1873 she rece ived about E29 a year. E i t h e r  her 

I. 

9. Tadmarton Na t iona l  School .13Appl icat ion dated 19.5.1876 
School d e t a i l s  
I n  1871 the  o l d  school, which had f i r s t  been opened in 1834, was 
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badly overcrowded, hav ing  room fo r  29 c h i l d r e n  on ly ,  a l though 53 
were i n  attendance. A schoo l  board was e lec ted  under the  terms of  
the  1870 Educat ion Act t o  improve the  s i t u a t i o n  and i n  1876 a new 
school  was opened. There were 51 p u p i l s  on the  school  r e g i s t e r ,  
v i z .  2 boys and 3 g i r l s  pay ing  4d. a week; 14 boys and 17 g i r l s  
pay ing  2d.; and 5 boys and 70 g i r l s  pay ing  I d .  Parenta l  means 
decided the  fee l e v e l .  

Background o f  Teacher 
RUTH ALMA KELLY was born  on 21 November, 1853, and had taught 

f o r  7 years i n  elementary schoo ls  be fo re  moving t o  Tadmarton. 
was apprent iced a t  S t .  M ichae l ' s  school, L i c h f i e l d ,  and subsequently, 
between March 1874 and Christmas 1875, taught a t  Bayford N a t i o n a l  
Schoo l ,Her t fo rdsh i re ,  a t  Christmas 1874 she gained her  teacher ' s  
c e r t i f i c a t e  by e x t e r n a l  examination. 
Tadmarton on 8 May, 1876. 

She 

She took up her  pos t  a t  

Commen t s  
As soon as she moved t o  Tadmarton, Miss K e l l y  complained o f  

t he  poor standard o f  her  p u p i l s :  'The c h i l d r e n  are  very backward 
i n  a l l  t h e i r  Subjects, no t  one o f  t he  I n f a n t s  know the  Alphabet, 
and even Boys o f  9 and 10 cannot make the l e t t e r  "0" p r o p e r l y ' .  
One o f  t he  v i l l a g e  l a d i e s ,  a Miss Walton, volunteered t o  h e l p  wi th  
the  needlework teaching, and the r e c t o r  a l s o  taught r e g u l a r l y .  He 
bad o ther  tasks t o  perform, too  - as i n  the  week 15-19 May, 1876, 
when he reproved c h i l d r e n  who had brought 'impudent messages t o  the  
M i s t r e s s ' .  Miss K e l l y  soon seems t o  have l o s t  i n t e r e s t  i n  her work, 
and e a r l y  i n  November the  r e c t o r  gave her  th ree  months' n o t i c e .  For 
much o f  the  ensuing per iod ,  she at tended i r r e g u l a r l y ,  s t a y i n g  away 
fo r  thee weeks w i t h  a bad l e g  and w i t h  o ther  excuses. Thus, early i n  
January she a r r i v e d  l a t e  ' on  account o f  a f r i e n d  o f  hers go ing  away', 
w h i l e  on 21 November, her b i r t h d a y ,  she c u t  the a f te rnoon session t o  
one hour, d ismiss ing  t h e  c h i l d r e n  a t  2 p.m. ' ( a s  i s  her usua l  custom) ... i t  be ing  her  b i r t h d a y ' .  She l e f t  on 31 January, 1877, more 
than a week t iefore her  n o t i c e  expired, and fo r  a few days the  school  
had t o  be c losed u n t i l  a temporary s u b s t i t u t e  cou ld  be found. Immed- 
i a t e l y  be fore  her  departure Tadmarton school  had been examined by HMI 
and a gran t  o f  E14.19s.6d was earned fo r  the  8 months the school  had 
been open: ' The i n s p e c t o r ' s  assessment was lukewarm; 'The d i s c i p l i n e  
& s ing ing  are  good cons ide r ing  t h a t  the School has on ly  been open 8 
Months. The i n s t r u c t i o n  o f  the  I n f a n t s  requ i res  g rea t  a t t e n t i o n .  
The o ther  c h i l d r e n  have passes p r e t t y  f a i r l y  i n  the low Standards i n  
which they are  presented w i t h  the except ion  o f  A r i t hmet i c  which i s  n o t  
s a t i s f a c t o r y .  Considerable impcovement w i l l  be necessary t o  secure 
an unreduced g ran t  nex t  year. 

E l i zabe th  E l l e n  Hawkins, on 19 February. She came from Strensham 
school  near Tewkesbury. 

More maps should be prov ided ' .  
Miss K e l l y  was succeeded by another c e r t i f i c a t e d  mis t ress ,  

10. Wardington Na t iona l  School. 14 App l i ca t i on  dated 8.2.1862. 
School d e t a i l s  
The school room w a s b u i l t  by subsc r ip t i on  i n  1845 and i n  1862 

the re  were 43 boys and 31 g i r l s  on the  r e g i s t e r  paying I d .  a week, 
p l u s  I boys and 1 g i r l  pay ing  3d., according t o  p a r e n t a l  means. By 

209 



1870 159 c h i l d r e n  were e n r o l l e d  and averaqe attendance was 102. 
Background'06 leacher 
EZER WALTON was born  a t  S i b f o r d  F e r r i s  on 5 June, 1841, the  son 

o f  W i l l i am Walton, an a g r i c u l t u r a l  labourer ,  and h i s  w i fe ,  Be t t y .  
Between February 1858 and February 1859 he ass i s ted  a t  Cropredy 
school, where he received p r i v a t e  t u i t i o n  from George Buckingham, 
the  master. I n  January 1860 he en tered  Culham Col lege and emerged 
two years l a t e r  wi th  a 3 rd  Class c e r t i f i c a t e .  
descr ibed him as a 'remarkably good k i n d  o f  man thcoughout: hear ty ,  
energet ic ,  h very i n d u s t r i o u s  h f a i t h f u l ' .  
i c a n t  and o v e r a l l  was of ' e x c e l l e n t '  charac ter .  He became head o f  
Wardington school on 5 January, 1862, and e i g h t  years l a t e r  the 
c o n d i t i o n  o f  the  school  was considered by an Inspec tor  t o  be 'above 
average ' . 

The p r i n c i p a l  

He was a regu la r  commun- 

Comments 
Ezer Walton remained a t  Wardington f o r  the  whole o f  h i s  teach- 

i n g  career.  I n  August 1865 he mar r ied  Louisa Inns, the  daughter o f  
a l o c a l  carpenter,  and fo r  some years she ass i s ted  h i m  a t  t he  Bchool, 
be fo re  be ing  succeededby a Mrs. E l l e n  Gurney. By 1881, Mrs. Walton 
must have been extremely busy, s ince  as w e l l  as c a r r y i n g  ou t  her 
teaching d u t i e s  she had fou r  c h i l d r e n  t o  look a f t e r ,  rang ing  i n  age 
from 14 t o  2 years o f  age. I n  1904, Oxfordsh i re  County Counc i l  
records show there  were 100 p u p i l s  i n  average attendance a t  Wardington 
and M r .  Walton earned a sa la ry  o f  E123 a year. He r e t i r e d  a few 
years l a t e r  and d ied  a t  Wardington a t  the  end o f  August, 1921, aged 
80. His w i f e  had predeceased him, aged 74, i n  December 1916. A 
b r i e f  n o t i c e  o f  h i s  death i n  the Banbury Guardian claimed t h a t  he had 
been the v i l l a g e  schoolmaster ' f o r  over 50 years ' .  

Pemela Horn 

FOOTNOTES 
1. Report o f  the Diocesan Inspec tor  o f  Schools f o r  the Woodstock 

2. I b id . ,  w i th  the inspec tor  adding g loomi ly  t h a t  t h e  school had 

3. H.C.Dent, The T ra in ing  o f  Teachers i n  England and Wales 

deanery, 1854, MS.Oxf.Dioc.pp.e.51 a t  Oxfordsh i re  Record O f f i ce .  
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a ry  Schools and School S t a f f s  asdat 1 March, 1901. 

APPENDIX 1 

Ed. 7/101 
RULES OF THE BLOXHAM FREE AND PAROCHIAL SCHOOLS 

L) 

m 

I .  App l i ca t i on  f o r  admission t o  the  School must be made t o  the  V icar .  
11. The Schools w i l l  be open t o  a l l  c h i l d r e n  i n  the  Par isk .  The age 

o f  a c h i l d  admi t ted  i n t o  the  Boys' School must be 5 years and 
upwards; and i n t o  the  G i r l s '  School, 3 years and upwards. 

111. Monday s h a l l  be the  day o f  admission, and the  payments must then 
be brought t o  the  Master or Mis t ress  f o r  t he  c u r r e n t  week; these 
payments t o  be cont inued on each succeeding Monday, i n  d e f a u l t  
o f  which the  c h i l d  may b e  sent back. 

I V .  'Twenty-eight boys, sons of poor pa r i sh ione rs  ( n o t  be ing  farmers) 
between the  ages o f  8 and 15 years,. .. bo th  o f  members o f  the  
Es tab l i shed Church and D issenters  from i t , ' *  w i l l  be admi t ted  
f r e e  o f  charge, i n  accordance wi th  the w i l l  o f  M r .  JO8.FAULKNER. 
With respect t o  the  remainder, for a l l  c h i l d r e n  under 8 years, 
one penny a week w i l l  be charged; above t h a t  age, twopence a 
week w i l l  be charged f o r  one c h i l d  i n  a fami ly ,  and one penny 
f o r  each a d d i t i o n a l  c h i l d .  
Farmers, tradesmen, and those i n  b e t t e r  circumstances, w i l l  be 
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X. 

X I .  

X I I .  

X I 1 1  

charged fourpence a week f o r  a c h i l d  under 8 years, and sixpence 
a week above t h a t  age. Th is  c tp rge  w i l l  be d imin ished one- th i rd  
where more than one c h i l d  i n  a fam i l y  a t tends  the  School, or even 
more i n  p a r t i c u l a r  cases, a t  the  d i s c r e t i o n  o f  the  Vicar and 
Churchwardens. 
A l l  c h i l d r e n  must pay an entrance fee o f  twopence, on t h e i r  f i r s t  
admission t o  e i t h e r  School.. A l i k e  entrance fee w i l l  be 
requ i red  every t ime t h a t  a c h i l d  r e t u r n s  t o  e i t h e r  school  a f t e r  
an absence o f  a f o r t n i g h t  or more, f o r  which the re  i s  no s u f f -  
i c i e n t  excuse. 
A l l  c h i l d r e n  must come clean, and w i t h  t h e i r  h a i r  combed, and 
must be ing  pocket-handkerchiefs. 
The School-hours throughout the  year are f o r  the  Boys' School, 
i n  the  morning, from 9 t o  1 2  o 'c lock ;  and i n  the  a f te rnoon,  from 
2 80 5 i n  the  summer, and from 2 t o  4 i n  the  w in te r ,  except f o r  
Saturday, which is always a whole ho l i day :  and f o r  the  G i r l s '  
School, i n  the  morning, from 9 t o  12  on a l l  days except Monday, 
and i n  the  af ternoon from 1 t o  4 on a l l  days except Saturday; 
the  morning o f  Mondays and the  a f te rnoon o f  Saturdays be ing  a t  
present ha l f -ho l idays .  Punc tua l i t y  o f  attendance w i l l  a t  a l l  
t imes be i n s i s t e d  upon, and the doors w i l l  be c losed a t  
9 o ' c l o c k  f o r  prayers.  

.The c h i l d r e n  w i l l  be taught "reading, w r i t i n g ,  a r i t h m e t i c ,  men- 
sura t ion , " *  s ing ing ,  Lessons on the  Holy Sc r ip tu res ,  and the  
Church Catechism; a lso ,  t o  a s l i g h t  ex ten t ,  h i s t o r y ,  grammar 
and geography. 
A l l  c h i l d r e n  w i l l  be taught the Holy Sc r ip tu res  and the  Church 
Catechism, except a w r i t t e n  request t o  the  con t ra ry  i s  rece ived 
by the  V icar  and Churchwardens from the parent or guardian o f  
the c h i l d ;  i n  which case they w i l l  be taught secu la r  sub jec ts  
du r ing  the t ime o f  those Lessons. 
A l l  c h i l d r e n  o f  Churchmen t h a t  a t tend  the weekday Schools, must 
a l so  a t tend  the Sunday schools, which commence a t  h a l f - p a s t  9 
i n  the  morning, and a t  2 i n  the  af ternoon, when p u n c t u a l i t y  o f  
attendance w i l l  be i n s i s t e d  upon equa l l y  as on week-days. 
Leave o f  absence f o r  a c h i l d  must be obtained o f  the  Master or 
Mis t ress ,  and any c h i l d  absent w i thou t  leave or proper excuse 
w i l l  be punished. 
Books and copy-books must be purchased by the  c h i l d r e n  a t  the 
School. 
w i l l  be hung up i n  the School-room) and those who cannot pay 
fo r  them a t  once, may do so by weekly ins ta lments ,  the  amount 
of each payment t o  be f i x e d  by the Master, and rece ived by him; 
and t h i s  w i l l  be regu la ted  by the value o f  the  a r t i c l e  requ i red .  
And when a c h i l d  leaves the School, or changes h i s  c lass ,  the  
Master or Mis t ress  w i l l  o f f e r  t o  re-purchase h i s  books (on 
account o f  the  School) a t  h a l f - p r i c e ,  p rov ided they are  c lean 
and whole. 

t o  be l a i d  be fore  the Vicar;  [when] they w i l l  be p roper l y  
i n q u i r e d  i n t o .  

The p r i c e s  w i l l  be reduced one- th i rd  ( a l i s t  o f  them 

.No complaints are t o  be made t o  the  Master or Mis t ress ,  b u t  a re  

JAMES HODGSON [ v i c a r  ] 
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* Will o f  Job Faulkner 
Bloxham, January 1855. 
[N.B. Under the  terms o f  Job Fau lkne r ' s  w i l l ,  dated 1807, E30 a 
year was l e f t  t o  the  v i c a r  and churchwardens o f  Bloxham so t h a t  
they cou ld  pay a schoolmaster t o  teach reading, w r i t i n g ,  a r i t h -  
me t i c  and medsuration t o  28 poor boys. 
Faulkner bequest had dec l i ned  t o  220 per annum, and the  school  was 
at tended n o t  on l y  by the  28 f r e e  p u p i l s  b u t  a l s o  by 22 c h i l d r e n  
p a i d  f o r  by t h e i r  parents.  VCH Vol .  9 ,  p.82.1 

By 1833 the  value o f  the  

FURTHER OBSERVAIIONS FROM THE TRANSCRIPTIONS OF CHURCH RECORDS 

Wherever the Briefes on Charities have been listed in these records, similar 
donations, to those which follow, can be found in Church Records. These could be 
compared with the wages of the time and equated to individual contributions made 
today. Most o f  the donations were given for  damage by fire, very few for local 
causes, the funds went all over England and abroad. However the ecclesiastical 
silver seems to have stayed at home' 

FROM HANWELL PARISH REGISTER VOL. ONE 
1640 July 10th Gathered upon Briefes for ye Ransome of 6 Seamen 
1640 Oct. 16th For ye redemption of English Capitives in Barbary 
1661 Sept 1st Gathered upon a Briefe For ye rebuilding of ye 

1661 Nov. 7th For repairing ye Collegiate church of Ripon in 

1667 June 2nd Fore ye great fire at London 

1668 Oct. 25th For redeeming ye captives in Algiers 
1680 Aug. 30th For  redemption o f  English Captives in Algiers tl. 
1681 Feb. 19th Gathered upon ye Briefe for returning of 

French Protestants yt fled hither 
1681 Mar. 19th Gathered for ye protestants in ye Poland 

church of Pontefract in Yorkshire 

Yorkshire 

For Mr John Osborne a merchant of Russia 

4s.  Od. 
3s. Od. 

3s. 9d. 

3s. Od. 
7s.10d. 
4s.10d. 
4s.10d. 
3s. 6d. 

9s. 6d. 
3s. 2d. 

bfemorandum that on Easter Day April 4th 1686, ye Honble William Spencer Esqr. out 
of his pious liberality, lent his Communion Plate for the use of my parishioners of 
Hanwell, viz one large silver Chalice, and one large silver Paten; the which are 
not to be taken for his gifts to my Church in Hanwell, unless hee please hereafter 
to signify his will herein but otherwise may be resumed if Hee think fit, 
whensoever Hee pleaseth. 

Geo. Ashwell Rectour. 
1689 June 22nd For ye Relief of ye poor Irish Protestants 12s. Od. 
1692 May 1st Collected For ye Redemption of ye English 

Captives in Morocco and Algiers 14s. Od. 

The gifts were apparently redeemed by the owner as another memorandum is noted on 
April 20th 1714., "and with even greater generousity - Charles Spencer Esq. 
Grandson to the Hon. Will. Spencer Esq. has also lent this his same Communion 
Flate for the use of my parishioners of Hanwell voz. one large Flagon, one large 
silver Chalice and one large silver Paten, the which are not to be taken for his 
Gift unless he please hereinafter to signify his will hereln - but otherwise be 
resumed if he thinks fit whensoever he pleaseth. 

Har. Style. Rec. 

The gift must have been again revoked as all that is listed as belonging to the 
Parish of Hanwell in 1893 is - 1 old silver Cup, 1 small Paten, or  rather, top to 
old silver cbp (Chalice), 1 pewter plate. 

P. Bowes 
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BANBURY HISTORICAL SOCIETY - ANNUAL REPORT, 1987 

Your Committee have p leasure  i n  submi t t i ng  the  30th Annual 
Report and Statement o f  Accounts, f o r  t he  year 1987. 

The on ly ,  b u t  very  impor tan t ,  change i n  your Committee was 
caused by the  depar tu re  o f  Sarah Gosl ing t o  Her t fo rd .  Sarah had 
been Membership Secretary s ince  her a r r i v a l  as Museum Curator i n  t h e  
Spr ing  o f  1976, and l a t t e r l y  changed t i t l e s  b u t  no t  r o l e  as Secretary 
t o  the  Society.  She made the  Museum very much the  contac t  p o i n t  
f o r  those needing i n fo rma t ion  and pub l i ca t i ons ,  e s p e c i a l l y  a f t e r  t h e  
move t o  the  Horse fa i r ,  and we are enormously g r a t e f u l  t o  her ,  and 
her  s t a f f ,  fo r  t he  l a r g e l y  unsung work she has done on t h e  S o c i e t y ' s  
beha l f  over twelve years. 

we have been d e l i g h t e d  t o  welcome her successor, Me1 Barnet, whose 
en thuas ias t i c  acceptance o f  o f f i c e  has ensured our c o n t i n u i n g  c lose  
assoc ia t i on  wi th  t h e  Museum. Her s p i r i t e d  pos ters  f o r  our meetings 
must already be w e l l  known. 

The enjoyable programme o f  speakers f o r  1987, organised by 
Penelope Renold, i nc luded  Eve McLaughlin on Newspapers, Anne Lawrence 
on Women i n  the  17 th  century,  Richard Moore on the  V i c t o r i a n  County 
H is to ry ,  Mary Hodges on Thame, our President on the  j o y s  and problems 
o f  ruoning Broughton Cast le  as a t o u r i s t  a t t r a c t i o n  and Gustav M i l n e  
(whose fam i l y  i s  a t  Banbury) on the  Great F i r e  o f  London. The s p r i n g  
meeting was a t  Wroxtbn, w i t h  a s e l e c t i o n  o f  o l d  photos o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  
prov ided by E rn ie  Les ter ,  and a t a l k  by Jeremy Gibson on Lo rd  Nor th  
as Banbury's M.P., based on correspondence i n  the  Nor th  C o l l e c t i o n  a t  
t h e  Bodleian. As usua l  we are most g r a t e f u l  t o  a l l  our speakers. 

Wardington, t he  medieval r e c t o r y  a t  Buckland and excavat ions a t  
Bur ton  Dassett .  Our p res iden t  i n v i t e d  us t o  Broughton Cas t le  f o r  
t he  A.G.M., made memorable by t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  v in tage  t a x i s  whose 
owners preceded us. 

The p u b l i s h i n g  event o f  t he  year was the  appearance o f  Penelope 
Renold 's volume o f  Banbury Gaol Records. Breaking new ground, t h i s  
has en te r ta ined  readers and rece ived c r i t i c a l  acclaim. The nex t  
volume, as fo recas t ,  w i l l  be the--Banbury Baptism and B u r i a l  Registers,  
1813-1838, which w i l l  complete p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  t he  pre-General Reg is t -  
r a t i o n s  r e g i s t e r s  ( i n c l u d i n g  nonconformists) .  

Con t r i bu to rs  t o  Cake and Cockhorse i nc lude  David A l l en ,  Evelyn 
Brown-Grant, Oswald Chaplin, Ted C lark ,  Jeremy Gibson, R.K. G i l kes ,  
G.C. Hart land, N. Palmer, S a l l y  S t rad l i ng ,  Haro ld  Thompson and 
W. Thwaites under the  e d i t o r s h i p  o f  David Hi tchcox. We a re  most 
g r a t e f u l  t o  Mrs Ann Hitchcox f o r  her  work on the  p repara t i on  o f  each 
issue.  1988 w i l l  see the  magazine's century ,  an achievement o f  which 
we can be proud. 

Regre t tab ly ,  desp i te  a l o t  o f  work by Oavid Hi tchcox, t he re  were 
no e n t r i e s  from schools f o r  t he  Br inkwor th  P r i ze .  However, i t  i s  
hoped t h a t  more e f f e c t i v e  l i a i s o n  has now been es tab l i shed  which w i l l  

I n  her place, n o t  merely on the  Committee bu t  a l s o  as Secretary,  

Summer v i s i t s ,  once again organised by Dr. R ivers ,  were p a i d  t o  
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increase interest in this award in the future. 

iture, despite a small fall in subscription income. 
due to almost halving the cost of production of the magazine, the 
main saving being on the typing. 
volume, the publications account shows a deficit o f  E728. 
bhis should be put the E600 British Academy grant which was included 
in the previous year's accounts. 

The Accounts again show a welcome surplus on ordinary expend- 
This is mainly 

With the issue o f  a records 
Against 

BAWURY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

Revenue Account for the year ended 31st December 1987 

1986 1- 

1794 Subscriptions 1756 
- 501 - Less Transfer to Publications Account 506 

106 Income Tax Refund on Covenants 115 
1293 1250 

175 Deposit Account Interest 131 
- 10 Donations 8 - 
1586 1504 

Expenditure 

688 
188 
876 
- 
95 
781 
- 

151 
142 
293 
- 
19 

274- 
1 1  
61 
163 - 

1270 

Cake & Cockhorse, Typtng, Printing etc. 
Postage 

Less Sales 

Lecture 6 Meeting Expenses 
Postage, Secretarial, Administration & 
Printing 
Hire o f  Hall & Speakers Expenses 

Less Donations at Meetings 

Subscriptions to Other Bodies 
Insurance 
Depreciation on Typewriter 

87 5 

356 
162 
518 
108 
410 

- 
- 

109 
152 
261 
20 

- 

- 
261 
1 1  
50 
163 - 

316 Excess of Income over Expenditure 629 - - -  - - -  _ _ _ _  _ _ _ _  
Publication Account 
1986 
Exp. Inc. Income Expenditure 

50 1 Proportion of Subscriptions 506 
277 Sales o f  Publications (Less Discounts & 

Cake & Cockhorse) 603 
Banbury Gaol Records: Printing 1488 

Postage 76 
600 British Academy Award 

1378 Surplus/Deficit for the Year 653 

1378 1378 
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Balance Sheet as a t  3lst  Deceaber 1987 

1986 L i a b i l i t i e s  

48 Subscript ions i n  Advance 

Brinkworth Pr ize Fund 
Account 

542 Sundry Credi tors  

2000 CaDltal a t  1.1.87 2187 
187 Add Surplus 149 

2m 
- 

2187 

Publ icat ions Reserve 
629 Balance at  1.1.87 2007 
- 1378 Add S u r p l u s ( 0 e f i c i t ~  

Capi ta l  Account 
558 Balance a t  1.1.87 872 

629 

2007 

- 314 Add Surplus - 
872 

Brinkworth 

1986 Asa8ta 
Cash a t  Nat ional  Westminster Bank 

64 343 Current Account 61 1 
105 187 Brinkworth P r i ze  Fund 336 

2250 

3330 3197 

- 2800 Deposit Account - 

Deposit Account a t  
Lomberd North Central PLC 

2000 Brinkwarth P r i ze  Fund 2000 

1354 Typewriter a t  Cost 489 
326 Less Depreciat ion 326 163 

1501 

Prize Fund 
(Cash a t  Nat ional  Westminster 

Balance a t  1.1.87 187 Bank PLC 
272 I n te res t  Received 159 

10 - 85 Less Expenses - 
187 Surplus f o r  the Year 149 149 

- - 

We have audited the accounts set out, and c e r t i f y  them t o  be i n  accordance w i t h  
the books and in format ion supplied t o  us. 

21st March 1988 E l l a c o t t ,  Stranks L Co. Chartered Accountants 
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The Banbury H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y  was founded i n  1957 t o  
encourage i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  town o f  Banbury and 
ne ighbour ing  p a r t s  o f  Ox fo rdsh i re ,  Northamptonshire and 
Warwickshire.  

The Magazine Cake and Cockhorse 1s i ssued  t o  members t h r e e  
t imes  a year.  Th i s  i n c l u d e s  i l l u s t r a t e d  a r t i c l e s  based on 
o r i g i n a l  l o c a l  h i s t o r i c a l  research, as w e l l  as r e c o r d i n g  t h e  
S o c i e t y ' s  a c t i v i t i e s .  By 1985 t h e r e  had been 88 i ssues  and a t  
l e a s t  230 a r t i c l e s .  Most back i ssues  a r e  s t i l l  a v a i l a b l e  and 
o u t - o f - p r i n t  i s s u e s  can i f  r e q u i r e d  be photocop ied .  

Other p u b l i c a t i o n s  s t i l l  i n  p r i n t  i n c l u d e :  

Old Banbury - a short popular h is to ry ,  E.R.C. B r i n k w o r t h  
New L igh t  o f  Banbury's Crosses, P.D.A. Harvey 
Banbury Castle - a summary o f  excavations i n  1972, P.Fasharn 
The Bu i ld ing  and Furnjshinq o f  S t .  Hary's Church, Banbury, 

N. Cooper 

B o o k l e t s  - 

Pamphlets - 
History o f  Banbury Cross 
The Globe Ronm a t  the Reindeer Inn, Banbury 

The S o c i e t y  has a l s o  p u b l i s h e d  twenty or more volumes i n  
i t s  reco rds  s e r i e s  ( l i s t  a v a i l a b l e  o f  those s t i l l  i n  p r i n t ) .  
These have i n c l u d e d  Banbury Parish Reyisters ( i n  seven p a r t s :  
Mar r i ages  1558-1837, Bapt isms and B u r i a l s  1558-1812); Banbury 
Corporation Records: Tudor arid Stuart; Banbury W i l l s  and Inven- 
tories, 1591-1650 ( P a r t  1 ,  1591-1620; P a r t  2 ,  1621-1650): 
A V ic to r ian  H.P. and his Constituents: lhe Correspondence o f  
H.W. Tancred 1841-1860; Shoemaker's Window: Recollect ions o f  
Banbury before the Railway Age, by George Herbe r t  (now a v a i l a b l e )  
ir, C u l l i v e r  Press ed:t ion); South Newington Churchwardens' 
Accounts 1553-1684; Wigginton Constables' Books 1691-1836; 
Bodicote Parish Accounts 1700-1822; Victor ian Banbury, by B a r r i e  
T r i n d e r  ( w i t h  P h i l l i m o r e ) ;  and Aynho; A Northamptonshire Parish, 
by  N icho las  Cooper ( w i t h  Leopard 's  tiead Press) ;  Banbury Goal 
Records 1805-1852, e d i t e d  by Penelope Renold. Volume i n  
p r e p a r a t i o n  Baptisms and Bur ia l s  1813-1838. An e d i t i o n  o f  l e t t e r s  
t o  t h e  1 s t  E a r l  o f  G u i l f o r d  ( o f  Wroxton, f a t h e r  o f  L o r d  Nor th ,  
Pr ime M i n i s t e r  and M.P. for Banbury) i s  a l s o  planned. 

Meet ings  a r e  h e l d  d u r i n g  t h e  autumn and w i n t e r ,  n o r m a l l y  a t  
7.30 pm a t  t h e  N o r t h  O x f o r d s h i r e  Techn ica l  Co l lege,  Broughton  Road, 
Banbury, on t h e  second Thursday o f  each month. Ta lks  a r e  g i v e n  
by  i n v i t e d  l e c t u r e r s  on genera l  and l o c a l  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l ,  h i s t o r i c a l  
and a r c h i t e c t u r a l  s u b j e c t s .  I n  t h e  summer, t h e  AGM i s  h e l d  a t  a 
l o c a l  c o u n t r y  house and o t h e r  v i s i t s  a r e  arranged. 

Membership o f  t h e  Soc ie ty  i s  open t o  a l l ,  no proposer  or 
seconder b e i n g  needed. The annual  s u b s c r i p t i o n  i s  fA.00 
i n c l u d i n g  any reco rds  volumes pub l i shed ,  o r  L5.00 I f  these a r e  
exc luded.  

A p p l i c a t i o n  forms can be ob ta ined  from t h e  Hon. Membership 
Sec re ta ry ,  c/o Banbury Museum, 8 H o r s e f a i r ,  Banbury, Oxon. 




	BACK TO CONTENTS

