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Summer is a l i t t l e  l a t e  t h i s  year owing mainly t o  a l ack  o f  "COPY". 
I t  i s  important t h a t  I rece ive  a r t i c l e s  or ideas f o r  a r t i c l e s .  I f  
any member knows o f  anyone doing research i n t o  l o c a l  h i s t o r y ,  PLEASE 
persuade them t o  w r i t e  about i t  or l e t  me know and I w i l l  t a l k  w i t h  
them. 
Crimestoppers i s  a new idea imported from the  U.S.A. I t  has been 
featured i n  our l o c a l  press and i s  an o rgan isa t i on  which has funds 
t o  d i s t r i b u t e  as rewards for i n fo rma t ion  rece ived which might lead  
t o  the conv ic t i on  o f  a c r im ina l .  The Ne i th rop  Assn. fo r  the P ro t -  
e c t i o n  o f  Persons and Property has been doing t h i s  s ince  1819, see 
A r t i c l e .  
The A r t i c l e  on Wykham i s  o f  g rea t  i n t e r e s t  and i s  the f i r s t  p a r t  o f  
the  c o n t r i b u t o r ' s  research, i t  i s  t o  be cont inued i n  another e d i t i o n .  
Dosse t t ' s  Corner IS a wellknown s i t e  t o  many Banburians and the term 
i s  s t i l l  used by them. The Dosse t t ' s  H i s t o r y  i s  w e l l  researched 
and wr i t t en ,  i t  i s  a good example o f  a l o c a l  h i s t o r y  a r t i c l e .  

D.A.H. 

Cover P ic tu re :  W i l l i am & A l i c e  Dossett  and t h e i r  two daughters 
taken i n  1901 a t  Beales Studio.  
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PORTRAIT OF A COUNTRY GROCERS 

OOSSETTS -GROCERS AND WINE MERCHANTS - 1887-1973. 

The f i r m  o f  D o s s e t t s  which t r a d e d  a t  33-35 Parsons S t r e e t  and 
53 Nor th  Bar S t r e e t ,  Banbury f o r  86 years was founded by W i l l i a m  
George Dosse t t  i n  1887. Born a t  Kenco t t  (where t h e  f a m i l y  had 
been s i n c e  the  1700s) i n  West O x f o r d s h i r e  near t h e  G l o u c e s t e r s h i r e  
border on 12 October 1858, he was t h e  e l d e s t  son o f  George Char les ,  
(1831-1891) and Mary Anne D o s s e t t  (1838-1909). 
Dosset t  was t h e  v i l l a g e  baker  and h i s  w i f e  k e p t  t h e  v i l l a g e  g e n e r a l  
s to res .  A f t e r  a t t e n d i n g  t h e  Church o f  England v i l l a g e  schoo l ,  "WG" 
as he was known t o  h i s  f r i e n d s  ( h i s  f a m i l y  c a l l e d  him "Papa pron-  
ounced "Pup-pa" and l a t e r  h i s  s t a f f  c a l l e d  him "The Governor") was 
appren t i ced  f o r  seven yea rs  t o  t h e  g r o c e r s  and wine merchants Cobbet t  
A r k e l l  a t  F a i r f o r d  b e f o r e  g o i n g  as an improver/ journeyman t o  t h e  
l a r g e r  f i r m  o f  Moulder and O r u m  i n  C i r e n c e s t e r .  A f t e r  a s p e l l  o f  
i l l n e s s  a t  home i n  Kenco t t  he t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  Witney as an o u t r i d e r  
t o  the wholesale g r o c e r s a n d  wine merchants Sal tmarsh and Druce. 
Wh i l s t  a t  Witney he met h i s  f u t u r e  w i f e ,  A l i c e  Rachel Hudson ( b o r n  
15 November 1865) youngest c h i l d  o f  John and Es the r  Hudson, t a i l o r s  
o f  High S t r e e t ,  Witney. Through h e r  f a m i l y  and i t s  M e t h o d i s t  
connect ions he made t h e  acquaintance o f  M r  John Vanner, JP, o f  Sp r ing -  
f i e l d s ,  Banbury. 

Through t h i s  i n t r o d u c t i o n  and f r o m  money l e n t  t o  him by h i s  
parents  and M r  Sal tmarsh,  h i s  employer, he was a b l e  t o  take  ove r  t h e  
grocery bus iness  a t  53 N o r t h  Bar  S t r e e t  from M r  Frank ( F r a n c i s )  H a l l .  
The bus iness  had been founded i n  t h e  1830s by Jeremiah Cross, a 
wellknown Banbury Quaker.1 
pa in ted  on i t .  

w e l l ,  by t h e  time"WG".bought t h e  g o o d w i l l  from Frank H a l l  i t  was some- 
what run down f o l l o w i n g  t h e  genera l  dep ress ion  i n  a g r i c u l t u r e ,  and 
he had s e v e r a l  shaky and u n c e r t a i n  yea rs  o f  t r a d i n g  a t  t h e  o u t s e t  
and had t o  be s u b s i d i z e d  by h i s  i n - l aws ,  t h e  Hudsons. I n  what we 
today would c a l l  an a t tempt  t o  improve t h e  image o f  t h e  bus iness,  f o r  
seve ra l  yea rs  he t r a d e d  as "Dosset t  and Company" i n  o rde r  t o  g i v e  t h e  
impress ion o f  more s o l i d i t y  and s e c u r i t y  t han  he had. I t  was o n l y  
i n  1892 t h a t  he f e l t  secure enough t o  t r a d e  under h i s  f u l l  name. 2 
Even then  he sometimes c a l l e d  t h e  f i r m  " W  G Dosse t t  & Company". 

Independent Chapel, H igh  S t r e e t ,  Witney. "WG" reco rds  i n  h i s  Day 
Book on s e v e r a l  occas ions  how l o n e l y  h i s  w i f e  was and how homesick 
she f e l t  f o r  Witney. 
she had he r  f i r s t  c h i l d ,  a daughter ,  C e r t r u d e  A l i c e ,  q u i c k l y  f o l l o w e d  
on 3 rd  September 1891 by a second daughter ,  Mabel Gladys. When 
the c h i l d r e n  grew o l d e r  she took  up wa te r  c o l o u r  p a i n t i n g  and Jo ined 
the Banbury Lad ies  C y c l i n g  Club and under  t h e i r  Capta in ,  Mrs. 
Thompson, would t r a v e l  t o  S t r a t f o r d  on Avon, Leamington Spa and 

George "Trader"  

and t h e  shop s t i l l  had t h e  Cross 

Al though t h e  bus iness  under Jeremiah Cross had done reasonably  

He m a r r i e d  A l i c e  Rachel Hudson or1 t h e  3 r d  o f  A p r i l  1889 a t  t h e  

This soon passed because on t h e  3 r d  May 1890 
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Warwick on summer Sunday afternoons. 
By t h e  mid-1890s business had improved so much t h a t  "WG" was 

ab le  t o  f i r s t  r e n t  and then purchase the b u i l d i n g  n e x t  door i n  
Parsons St ree t ,  number 3 4 ,  and use t h a t  as a warehouse, thus being 
ab le  t o  become a wholesale grocer. La ter  s t i l l ,  number 35  was 
a l s o  purchesed It was a f t e r  the s e t t i n g  up o f  the warehouse t h a t  he 
began "The Journeys" by pony and t r a p  each month t o  the var ious 
v i l l a g e s  i n  the Banbury area. As f a r  n o r t h  as Fenny Compton, south 
t o  Middle Aston, west t o  Tysoe and east t o  Marston S t .  Lawrence - 
and a l l  the v i l l a g e s  i n  between. He would c a l l  on the v i l l a g e  
storekeepers and take t h e i r  orders. These would then be made up 
i n t o  boxes - " p u t t i n g  up the orders" as i t  was known a t  the ware- 
house and despatched.by c a r r i e r s '  c a r t s  t o  the var ious  v i l l ages .  
(La te r ,  a horse-drawn van was bought and the horses kept opposi te 
a t  Salmons, the sweet manufacturers, yard.)  He c a r r i e d  out these 
journeys i n  a l l  weathers f o r  some years. He was loa the  t o  g i ve  
them up be ing  tempted away sometimes t o  f o l l o w  the l o c a l  hunt i f  he 
met them. Eventua l l y  he employed an o u t r i d e r  t o  do the job  f o r  
h i m .  

Although farming d i d  no t  r e v i v e  f o r  many years, "WG's" business 
prospered mainly because, i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  the wholesale warehouse 
and the r e t a i l  shop which served the town's popu la t ion ,  "WG" s e t  out  
t o  develop a h igh-c lass  range o f  goods f o r  the cosmopoli tan and 
expensive tas tes  o f  t h e  l o c a l  gent ry .  This c a r e f u l l y  planned 
s t ra tegy  meant buying i n  the  f i n e s t  York hailis, W i l t s h i r e  bacon, 
preserved meats, j a r s  o f  prawns, capers and s t u f f e d  o l i v e s ,  sheeses, 
spices and o ther  ingred ien ts ,  as w e l l  as wines and s p i r i t s .  
I n  add i t ion ,  i n  1897 he marketed a d i s t i n c t i v e  form o f  "Dosset t ' s  
Tea" ( w i t h  wrappers s p e c i a l l y  p r i n t e d )  which he c la imed was 
"spec ia l l y  se lec ted  and s c i e n t i f i c a l l y  blended f o r  use w i t h  Banbury 
water". "We guarantee a l l  our teas t o  be abso lu te ly  pure, c o r r e c t l y  
blended and no t  packed i n  paper f o r  months be fore  be ing  de l i ve red  
t o  the consumer". This was so ld  i n  considerable q u a n t i t i e s  i n  
the  area and then over the years i t  lapsed. ( I n  the  1950s the f i r m  
rev ived t h i s  and adver t i sed  i n  the l o c a l  paper for  people t o  "please 
c a l l  i n  a t  any t ime nex t  week and d r i n k  a cup o f  tea w i t h  us. We 
t h i n k  you w i l l  be su rp r i sed" !  5 ) .  
the  area a t  t h i s  t ime (pre-1914) he suppl ied w i t h  most o f  t h e i r  
g rocer ies  and wines, were the Car twr igh ts  o f  Aynho, Lord Saye and 
Sele o f  Broughton, Lord  North a t  Wroxton, the Holbeach's o f  f a rn -  
borough H a l l ,  the A l l f r e y s  o f  Chacombe P r i o r y ,  the Lovedays o f  
Wi l l iamscote,  the  B lack locks  o f  Overthorpe House, Andrew Motion o f  
Upton House and the E a r l  o f  Effingham o f  Tusmore House - as w e l l  as 
many o f  the l o c a l  c le rgy .  He would c o l l e c t  these orders  on h i s  
journeys, or  the fami ly  housekeeper would c a l l  a t  the  shop and p lace  
her  order (sometimes f o r  one or two months p rov i s ions  a t  a t ime) and 
the  f a m i l y ' s  coachman would p i ck  them up when ready or they would be 
despatched by the c a r r i e r ' s  c a r t .  I t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  today, when beers, 
wines and s p i r i t s  are so e a s i l y  ava i l ab le  i n  supermarkets, corner 
shops and garages, e t c  t o  r e a l i s e  how very d i f f e r e n t  and s t r i c t  the  

Among the wellknown fam i l i es  i n  
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s i t u a t i o n  was a f t e r  t h e  pass ing o f  t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  l i c e n c i n g  laws. 
To have a l i c e n c e  then t o  sell wines and s p i r i t s  was wor th  a very 
g r e a t  d e a l  and "WG" r e a l i s e d  t h i s  and c a p i t a l i s e d  on i t  f o r  h i s  
customers by c a r r y i n g  a n  e x c e p t i o n a l l y  wide range o f  d r i n k s .  

I n  t h e  warehouse a t  t h a t  t ime  e v e r y t h i n g  was packed on the  
premises, u s u a l l y  i n  s t r o n g ,  rough b l u e  paper bags wi th  the  co rne rs  
t u r n e d  down. The d i f f e r e n t  t eas  a r r i v e d  i n  huge ches ts ,  s a l t  was 
sawn up from b locks ,  "WG's pepperwas ground from peppercorns on h i s  
own m i l l ,  bacon was smoked and hams cooked. Sugar e i t h e r  came i n  
l a r g e  b a r r e l s  o f  demerara o r  28 l b  pyramid-shaped t i t l e r s  o f  l o a f  
sugar which had t o  be l a b o r i o u s l y  chopped by hand w i t h  a h inged 
k n i f e .  Soda was wrapped ( t h i s  was i n  t h e  days b e f o r e  de te rgen ts ) ,  
as was s t a r c h ,  soap was c u t  up, v inegar  was kep t  i n  huge wooden casks, 
bee r  and some o f  t h e  wines, namely p o r t  and she r ry ,  were b o t t l e d  on 
t h e  premises. B u t t e r  was p a t t e d  up, and t h e  d r i e d  f r u i t s  would be 
c leaned,  s o r t e d  and s toned w i t h  a s p e c i a l  s t o n i n g  machine. Large, 
round gauze-covered cheeses which had a r r i v e d  i n  b i g  wooden cheese 
c r a t e s  were kep t  on s l a t e  s l a b s  i n  t h e  e x t e n s i v e  c e l l a r s  under t h e  
shop and were r e g u l a r l y  t e s t e d  w i t h  a cheese i r o n  ( l i k e  a corkscrew) 
which was pushed i n t o  t h e  cheese, turned,  and p u l l e d  o u t  aga in  t o  
see i f  i t  was r i p e  for s a l e .  Three men were employed as Warehouse- 
men b u t  would a l s o  se rve  i n  t h e  shop i f  i t  was e x t r a  busy, and one 
man was employed as a p o r t e r .  I n  Banbury d u r i n g  these years a baker 
was a baker and a g roce r  a g roce r .  For example, "WG" never s o l d  
bread,  f r e s h  f r u i t  or cakes (except  s p e c i a l  ones a t  Chr is tmas) .  

g e n t r y  and t h e  wine and s p i r i t  t r a d e  - f o u r  d i f f e r e n t  s t r i n g s  as i t  
were t o  h i s  bow, c o n t i n u e d  t o  i n c r e a s e  p r o s p e r i t y  so w e l l  t h a t  he 
n o t  o n l y  took t o  wear ing a s i l k  t o p  h a t  t o  church, b u t  he was a l s o  
a b l e  t o  buy a farm a t  Hornton and l e t  i t  t o  Mr. Arthur Eas t  and had 
t h e  b u t t e r ,  eggs and cheese b rough t  i n  s e v e r a l  t imes  a week f o r  s a l e  
i n  t h e  P r o v i s i o n s  Department. There i s  a h i n t  h e r e  o f  t h e  
" i n n o v a t i v e  prowess of Banbury tradesmen" which f l o u r i s h e d  i n  t h e  1 9 t h  
Century  because t h e  e s s e n t i a l  energy o f  a market  town was a l l owed  t o  
ope ra te  w i th  so few c o n s t r a i n t s .  6 He a l s o  bought ano the r  grocery 
bus iness  i n  Grimsbury, b u t  a f t e r  a few yea rs  s o l d  i t  aga in  and 
c o n c e n t r a t e d  s o l e l y  on h i s  Parson S t r e e t / N o r t h  Bar e n t e r p r i s e .  He 
was n o t  tempted t o  expand f u r t h e r ,  and l i m i t e d  h i s  en t rep reneursh ip  
m a i n l y  because he d i d  n o t  have a son t o  succeed him, a l though  h i s  
youngest daughter d i d  work i n  t h e  o f f i c e  o f  t h e  bus iness f o r  some 
years.  By t h e  t ime  "WG" l e f t  Banbury i n  1937 t h e  view i s  t h a t  t h e  
Banbury businessmen were s l o w  t o  i n n o v a t e  and more concerned w i t h  
m a i n t a i n i n g  t h e i r  s o c i a l  p o s i t i o n  than  expanding t h e i r  businesses.7 
Even though i t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  a t  t h i s  t i m e  farmers (even tenan t  ones) 
cons ide red  themselves "ve ry  s u p e r i o r  t o  anyone i n  t rade"8  , i t  i s  
i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  n o t e  t h a t  t h i s  v i e w p o i n t  has n o t  q u i t e  d i e d  out ,  i n  
modern f i c t i o n  anyway' 9 

non- res iden t  housekeeper, E d i t h  K n i g h t ,  a s s i s t e d  by two l o n g - s e r v i n g  
maids, Lucy Timms, and Anne George. The two daughters  a t tended  t h e  
Mount P r i v a t e  School, Ox fo rd  Road, Banbury (now t h e  Moat House H o t e l )  

These d i v e r s e  o p e r a t i o n s  - wholesale,  r e t a i l ,  s u p p l y i n g  the  

The domestic arrangements were for many years c a r r i e d  o u t  by a 
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run by the  Misses M and J Rarclay as day p i i p i l s .  
Gertrude, became an accomplished amateur p i a n i s t  and o i l  pa in te r10  
and the younger, a u s e f u l  t enn is  player,had the d i s t i n c t i o n  o f  being 
one o f  the  f i r s t  women i n  Banbury t o  d r i v e  a car 1 1 ,  12 . Once 
every year "WG" would make t h e  t r a i n  journey t o  London t o  see h i s  
stockbroker f o r  lunch and review h i s  investments. Once, t o  amuse 
him, the l a t t e r  took him on t o  the f l o o r  o f  the Stock Exchange and 
stopped business, and they had t o  e x i t  qu i ck l y  when "a s t ranger "  
was spied. I n  h i s  e a r l y  years o f  business "WG" p a i d  o f f  h i s  debts 
and ploughed any surp lus  funds back i n t o  t h e  business, bu t  by 1897 
there was a r i s i n g  surp lus  each year. H i s  investment p o l i c y  seems 
t o  have been unadventurous - mainly b lue  c h i p  shares i n  companies 
he dea l t  w i t h  and tak ing  ou t  mortgages i n  Oxford w i t h  l o c a l  b u i l d e r s .  
He gave a number o f  these t o  h i s  w i fe .and daughters. He had two 
major set-backs. F i r s t ,  when he p a t r i o t i c a l l y  i n v e s t i n g  i n  1916 i n  
War Loans and secondly he l o s t  heav i l y  when the  Japanese destroyed 
the Malayan rubber i ndus t r y  i n  World War Two. Late i n  l i f e  he 
admitted he should have bought more proper ty .  Dur ing  the  pre-  
F i r s t  World War years "WG" re laxed by going each evening t o  e i t h e r  
the I n s t i t u t e  and l i b r a r y  i n  Marlborough Road, which had been opened 
i n  1884, t o  exchange h i s  l i b r a r y  books o r  read the  paper, o r  the  
Conservative Club t o  meet h i s  f r i ends .  
farm a t  Hornton. 
He bought h i s  f i r s t  car i n  1909, a De Dion-Bouton and i n  1913 he 
bought a very ea r l y ,  "Rullnose" M o r r i s  f o r  €175 because i t  was more 
economic, "50 m i les  an hour and 50 mi les  per ga l l on " .  La te r  he 
i nva r iab l y  bought Vauxhall  cars.  
but  was too  impat ien t  t o  be considered a c a r e f u l  d r i v e r ,  and drove 
t o o  fas t  even f o r  those days. He once had a ser ious  acc ident  which 
he managed t o  s e t t l e  " q u i e t l y "  out  o f  c o u r t .  He a l so  kept t h e  pony 
and t rap  f o r  some years a f t e r  buying h i s  cars.  He l i k e d  t o  walk 
h i s  small  t e r r i e r  Jack a t  f requent i n t e r v a l s  u n t i l  i t  was k i l l e d  
i n  an accident.  As a young man he l e a r n t  t o  i c e  skate, and du r ing  
the w in te rs  o f  1893 and 1894, when t h e  l o c a l  r i v e r s  and canals as 
f a r  as Oxford were f rozen f o r  some months, he skated as o f t e n  as he 
could. Although h i s  w i f e  and daughters, t h e i r  cousin Miss H o l l i e r ,  
o f  Duns Tew and t h e i r  two maids r e g u l a r l y  took the  t r a i n  t o  Lland- 
udno each year t o  take rooms f o r  ho l idays ,  "WG" h imse l f  never l e f t  
Banbury. Mainly because, a t  t h a t  time, the law s ta ted  l i cenced  
premises cou ld  no t  be l e f t  empty. A f t e r  the  war he f e l t  ab le  t o  
re lax more and went each year f o r  a week t o  Bournemouth or  East- 
bourne. 
every year.  

o f  England by upbr inging, bu t  h i s  main concern was t o  ma in ta in  and 
improve h i s  business. I n  o rder  t o  keep what he c a l l e d  "balance", 
a-lthough approached by the  l o c a l  Conservatives t o  stand for t he  
Banbury Borough Counci l  he decl ined, as he was concerned a t  t he  
e f fec t  t h i s  might have on h i s  L i b e r a l  Customers (he a l so  dec l ined 
t o  become a Freemason). 
attended the Wesleyan Church a t  Marlborough Road, and he a l s o  went 

The e ldes t  daughter 

Also by d r i v i n g  ou t  t o  h i s  
"Going f o r  a motor d r i ve " ,  he always c a l l e d  i t .  

He d r i v e  u n t i l  he was over 80, 

He a l so  made a p o i n t  o f  a t tend ing  Shrewsbury Flower Show 

"WG" was a Conservative i n  p o l i t i c s  and a member of t he  Church 

- 

S i m i l a r l y ,  a l though h i s  w i f e  and daughters 
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occas iona l l y ,  he would u s u a l l y  a t tend  Evensong a t  S t .  Mary's Church. 
He was a regu la r  c o n t r i b u t o r  t o  i t s  funds and he i s  recorded as one 
o f  t h e  subscr ibers  towards the  cos t  o f  the new c lock  and Westminster 
chimes i n s t a l l e d  i n  the  church a t  the  Diamond Jub i l ee  o f  1897 l 3  and 
l a t e r  14 he made an annual f r e e  w i l l  o f f e r i n g s  o f  two guineas and a 
subsc r ip t i on  t o  the  Par i sh  magazine. He never r e a l l y  f e l t  a t  ease 
wi th  the Wesleyans because he thought they d i d n ' t  approve o f  h i s  
sa les  o f  d r i n k  and t o  a l esse r  ex ten t  because he was a Conservative. 
He s t i l l  r e g u l a r l y  at tended t h e i r  church, however. I t  has been s a i d  
t h a t  many Banburians o f  a l a t e r  pe r iod  seem " t o  have regarded r e l i g i o n  
and p o l i t i c s  as taboo sub jec ts "  '5. C e r t a i n l y  a i l  h i s  l i f e  "WG" 
was as c a r e f u l  o f  r e l i g i o u s  and p o l i t i c a l  views as George Herber t  had 
been e a r l i e r  i n  the  19 th  century .  16 
smal l  town l i f e  o f  t he  p e r i o d  and the  concern f o r  appearances and how 
t r u l y  l o c a l  concerns were .  One o f  h i s  ou ts ide  i n t e r e s t s  he d i d  
pursue however, was a c t i n g  as a judge, a t  the  Annual Banbury Christmas 
Fats tock  Show h e l d  a t  the Cen t ra l  Corn Exchange ( l a t e r  The Vine) l 7  
where he was i n v a r i a b l y  t o  be found judg ing  the b u t t e r  and cheese 
e n t r i e s .  He was a l s o  a supporter o f  the Ear l y~ ,C lose rs  Associat ion,  
a pressure group t o  reduce shop opening hours and a l so  a s o c i a l  c l u b  
which had a p a v i l l i o n  and spo r t s  f i e l d  i n  West S t ree t ,  Crimsbury. l 8  

Although on severa l  occasions the  idea o f  moving t o  a house was 
considered, i n  the  end the  fam i l y  opted t o  cont inue t o  l i v e  i n  the  
spacious apartment over the  shop. Mainly because "WG" wanted t o  
l i v e  c lose  t o  h i s  business and cou ld  'pop u p s t a i r s '  f o r  lunch and 
tea. (La ter  he would r e n t  p a r t  o f  the Knowle, Nor th  Newington from 
the  Hutchings fam i l y  and use i t  as a summer r e t r e a t  f o r  h i s  fam i l y ) .  
I n  a d d i t i o n  one o f  t he  regu la r  h i g h l i g h t s  o f  l i f e  was the Thursday 
market lunch when the  market was h e l d  i n  The Cow F a i r ,  Br idge S t ree t  
and the sheep were penned i n  the Horse F a i r .  
customers o f  "WG" from the  area, sometimes as many as twenty, i nc lud -  
i n g  h i s  b ro ther - in - law,  M r .  John H o l l i s r ,  o f  Duns Tew, would have a 
lunch o f  bread, cheese, assorted pickles,bacon and beer p rov ided 
f r e e  u p s t a i r s  i n  the  l a rge  d i n i n g  room. L i v i n g  "over the shop" was 
u s e f u l  a l so  t o  be ab le  t o  e n t e r t a i n  some o f  the  commercial t r a v e l l e r s  
who r e g u l a r l y  c a l l e d .  Some o f  them from the  b e t t e r  f i rms  were 
c u l t i v a t e d  men, who w o a  s i l k  haCs and morninq coats,  and became the  
f a m i l y ' s  personal  f r i e n d s .  Before the F i r s t  World War, "WG" a l so  
had a number o f  apprent ices  who l i v e d  w i t h  him. One o f  whom he was 
very proud l a t e r  became Chairman o f  the Hudson Bay Trading Company 
o f  Canada, and another,  Charles Harding, became a D i r e c t o r  o f  Bulmers 
the  Hereford c i d e r  makers. 

One o f  the  m o s t d i f f i c u l t  per iods  o f  h i s  l i f e  fo r  "WG" was du r ing  
the  acute food shortage o f  1917 i n  t h e  F i r s t  World War. He'd already 
had t o  ad jus t  t o  employing two mar r ied  women because o f  the wartime 
shortage o f  labour.  
h i m  t o  be very much a man o f  h i s  t ime. Un l i ke  World War Two no 
comprehensive r a t i o n i n g  system was in t roduced and by 1917 food sho r t -  

This a l so  throws l i g h t  on the  

Cer ta in  farmer f r i ends /  

This avers ion  t o  women working i n  the shop showed 
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ages and consequent queues f o r  b a s i c  f o o d s t u f f s  were growing. P r i c e s  
rose by over  60%. Not u n t i l  1918 was meat r a t i o n i n g  i n t roduced  and 
"coupons" made t h e i r  appearance. I n  Banbury a l l  through 1917 the re  
was a preocuupat ion w i th  food. There were a r t i c l e s  on food and how 
t o  save i t  1 9 ;  an i t em on "Sunday schoo l  t r e a t s "  and food economy 
showed how Banbury 's  "Treats"  had been reduced 2 0 ;  t h e  Banbury food 
Economy Committee was a c t i v e  and a Food C o n t r o l  Campajan suppor ted 
by the  l o c a l  churches h e l d  meetings a l l  ov t h e  town ; the l o c a l  
harvest  prospects  were repo r ted  i n  d e t a i l  "as were warnings about 
w in te r  shor tages 2 3 .  
numerous areas i n  which cons ide rab le  t e n s i o n  was generated. 
l e d  some housewives t o  take  ou t  t h e i r  exaspera t i on  on shopkeepers". 
Banbury was n o t  immune from these f a i l u r e s  o f  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  p lan -  
n ing  and t h e  e f f e c t s  o f  the U-boat campaign which dest royed so much 
Br i t i sh  s h i p p i n g  and n e a r l y  f o r c e d  B r i t a i n  o u t  o f  t h e  war, A l though 
i t  was n o t  r e p o r t e d  i n  the l o c a l  papers a t  one s tage u g l y  scenes 
tood p l a c e  o u t s i d e  the shop a t  N o r t h  Bar  and s e v e r a l  windows were 
broken and the p o l i c e  had t o  p u t  a guard on  t h e  premises t o  p reven t  
l o o t i n g .  Another i n c i d e n t  i n v o l v e d  f a l s e  rumours o f  s u p p l i e s  o f  
sugar reach ing  t h e  shop which q u i c k l y  became beleaugured. The 
w in te r  ot 1917/18 was a very d i f f i c u l t  p e r i o d .  

I t  was w i th  r e l i e f  "WG" welcomed the  r e t u r n  t o  peace i n  1918. 
L i f e  was n o t  t o  r e t u r n  t o  the  smooth ways o f  t h e  pre-war yea rs  
however f o r  long. A l though "WG" h i m s e l f  always enjoyed e x c e l l e n t  
h e a l t h  h i s  w i f e  A l i c e  took ill i n  the  e a r l y  p a r t  o f  1922 w i t h  TB 
and h e a r t  t r o u b l e  and was g i v e n  a year  t o  l i v e  and d e s p i t e  every 
care from Dr. Johns she d i e d  a t  home on  t h e  21st  January 1923 a t  
the age o f  54 2 5 .  
Gertrude A l i c e  had l e f t  home t o  marry L l e w e l l y n  P r i c e  Davies o f  
Great Houghton, Northampton, a young farmer o f  Welsh descent. an 
ex member o f  t he  Royal F l y i n g  Corps, whom s h e ' d  met a a wart ime 
Banbury F a i r .  

a l though p r o f i t s  on g r o c e r i e s  and wines were sma l l ,  t u rnove r  con t -  
inued t o  qrow 2f 
v i l l a g e  people t o  Banbury f o r  b o t h  shopping and work. 
however, never q u i t e  recovered t o  i t s  pre-war Golden Age. The r i s e  
o f  t he  Co-op and the n i u l t i p l e  "company" shops, Ciptons,  The Home and 
Co lon ia l ,  The Maypole Da i r y ,  Pearks S to res  and the I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Tea 
Company S to res  was on and t h i s  had some e f f e c t  on "WG"'s bus iness 
and a l s o  t h a t  o f  h i s  g r e a t  r i v a l ,  E rnes t  B u t l e r  i n  H igh  S t r e e t .  
However, by o f f e r i n g  r e g u l a r  d e l i v e r i e s ,  d i s t i n c t i v e  merchandise, 
immediate u n f a i l i n g  i n d i v i d u a l  a t t e n t i o n ,  by personable a s s i s t a n t s  
i n  s ta rched  aprons, access t o  a wide range o f  wines and s p i r i t s  and 
adv ice on food p r e p a r a t i o n ,  t he  bus iness con t inued  t o  f l o u r i s h  
among t h e  more a f f l u e n t  and expanding m idd le  c l a s s  o f  Banbury and 
the neighbourhood. 
s e r v i c e  and adv i ce  above p r i c e .  The s t a f f ,  f o r  example, would 
advise which wines would go w i t h  a meal, which sauces t o  use w i t h  

rec ipes.  I t  was around t h i s  t ime  that t h e  f i r s t  motor d e l i v e r y  van 
was purchased. 
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There were "temporary food shor tages i n  
T h i s  24 

A few years e a r l i e r  i n  1921 h i s  e l d e s t  daughter 

By the  mid-1920s the  bus iness was aga in  q u i e t l y  p r o s p e r i n g  and 

The coming o f  buses i n  t h e  1920s b rough t  more 
The bus iness,  

A c l i e n t e l e  which va lued  q u a l i t y  and pe rsona l  

~ c e r t a i n  d i shes  and how t o  cook them, and d i s c r e e t l y  g i v e  o u t  . 

Al though the  o l d  hand t r u c k s ,  w i t h  t h e i r  ye l l ow  



wheels w i th  b l a c k  l i n i n g  ( t h e  same c o l o u r  as t h e  s i g n s  on the Shop) 
on t h e  spokes and the  name "W G Dosse t t "  on t h e  s i d e  w i t h  go ld  
l e t t e r s ,  was s t i l l  kep t  f o r  town d e l i v e r i e s ,  "The Rounds" as they 
were c a l l e d .  These hand c a r t s  would be covered w i t h  a canvas i n  
bad weather. 
South Bar and Crouch H i l l  he lped  d e l i v e r  t he  ,townspeoples goods, 
made up from t h e i r  o r d e r  books, on b i c y c l e s  w i t h  t h e i r  e x t r a  l a r g e  
baske ts  which f i t t e d  i n t o  a c a r r i e r  a t  t h e  f r o n t  o f  t h e  machine. 

I n  1929 h i s  e l d e s t  daughter r e t u r n e d  home t o  l i v e  from Nor th-  
ampton, h e r  marr iage hav ing  broken down. She b rough t  w i t h  her ,  he r  
s m a l l  son o f  two years.  She ac ted  as t h e  f a m i l y ' s  housekeeper with 
h e l p  from two d a i l y  maids, t h e  l ong -se rv ing  Ed i th  K n i g h t  hav ing 
depar ted.  The youngest daughter then  r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  f i r m ' s  o f f i c e  
which she had l e f t  when he r  mother d i e d  t o  h e l p  w i t h  t h e  i n t e r m i n -  
a b l e  "booking". and sending ou t  t h e  customers '  weekly, monthly or 
q u a r t e r l y  accounts. "WG" was w e l l  known f o r  h i s  w i t .  
t h e  Banbury f u n e r a l s  passedhis  shop he once observed " I  see a l o t  
o f  them go ing  down b u t  n o t  many coming back up aga in " !  
t o l d  an amusing s t o r y  he would r u b  h i s  hands i n  exc i tement .  A 

Generat ions o f  Banbury e r r a n d  boys s t r u g g l i n g  up 

As most o f  

When he 

s a y i n g  o f  h i s  when e n q u i r i n g  when l u n c h  or 
"Any f e a r  o f  a n y t h i n g  t o  eat" .  H i s  own v 
g roce ry  t r a d e  was n o t ,  however, o p t i m i s t i c  
grandson t h a t  he thought  t h a t  w i th in  t h e  g 
would be no need f o r  f ood  shops - " a l l  you 
t a b l e t s  a day, one f o r  b r e a k f a s t ,  one f o r  
even inq  meal - i n s t e a d  o f  3 meals". 

t e a  would be ready was 
ew o f  t h e  f u t u r e  o f  t h e  

He once t o l d  h i s  
andson's l i f e t i m e  t h e r e  
w i l l  need i s  3 s p e c i a l  
unch and one f o r  your 

By t h e  mid 1930s i t  was . c l e a r  t h a t  a d e c i s i o n  would have t o  
t a k e n  about the  f u t u r e  o f  t h e  bus iness.  The w o r l d  was changing. 
The f a s h i o n  f o r  t he  s m a l l  v i l l a g e  shops and t h e  l a r g e  c o u n t r y  houses 
t o  buy i n  t h e  way they had was a l s o  changing, and t h e  wholesale s i d e  
o f  t h e  bus iness had d e c l i n e d .  Var ious p o s s i b i l i t i e s  were exp lo red  
and i n  t h e  end w i th  some re luc tance ,  "WG" h a v i n g  no son t o  c a r r y  on 
and h i s  daughters  n o t  w i s h i n g  t o  do so, t h e  f i r m  was s o l d  i n  1937 t o  
Messrs. H and G Simonds L t d . ,  t h e  brewers o f  Reading. An announce- 
ment i n  t h e  l o c a l  paper commended t h e  new arrangements t o  h i s  cus t -  
omers and s a i d  "Mr Dosse t t  hopes t h a t  t h e  same suppor t  which he has 
r e c e i v e d  w i l l  be extendedto h i s  successors i n  t h e  bus iness,  and as 
he and h i s  s t a f f  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  be assoc ia ted  t h e r e w i t h  f o r  some 
t i m e  t o  come, h i s  f r i e n d s  w i l l  be assured on t h e  same a t t e n t i o n  t o  
a l l  t h e i r  requirements." 2 7  I n  an a r t i c l e  on h i s  depar tu re  from 
Banbury 2 9  t h e  l o c a l  paper s a i d  "Mr. Dosse t t  succeeded t o  the  
bus iness  o f  t he  l a t e  M r  Frank H a l l  and he has c a r r i e d  on, under a 
s i n g l e  p r o p r i e t o r s h i p  ever  s ince .  When Messrs Bush and Son ceased 
t h e  g roce ry  bus iness a t  t h e  bot tom o f  Parsons S t r e e t ,  Mr. Dosset t  
t ook  over  t h e  connec t ion  a t  t h e  t o p  o f  t h e  s t r e e t .  There i s  an 
e x t e n s i v e  wine and s p i r i t  t r a d e  a t tached  t o  t h e  bus iness .  ..... 
M r .  Dosse t t  l eaves  Banbury w i t h  t h e  ve ry  b e s t  wishes of many f r i e n d s .  
He has c a r r i e d  on the  f a m i l y  g roce ry  bus iness on t h e  h i g h e s t  
i t i o n a l  l i n e s  and has enjoyed, d u r i n g  a l o n g  regime t h e  confidence 
o f  t h e  p u b l i c  he served". Mr. C e c i l  A r i s s ,  who had been the  s e n i o r  
worker i n  t h e  f i r m ,  became t h e  Manager. "WG" and h i s  two daughters 

61 



r e t i r e d  t o  The Leys, Witney where he had r e l a t i v e s .  He d i e d  on t h e  
10th September 1943 a t  t h e  age o f  84 and was b u r i e d  bes ide  h i s  w i f e  
i n  Banbury cemetery a f t e r  a s e r v i c e  a t  S t  Mary ' s  Church a t  wh ich  t h e  
Mayor and Mayoress o f  Banbury, C o u n c i l l o r  and Mrs. J . A .  Deacon, 
attended. H is  o b i t u a r y  i n  t h e  l o c a l  paper  w r i t t e n  by M r .  W i l l i a m  
Wood, Ch ie f  Repor te r  o f  t h e  Banbury Guardian, s t a t e d ,  "he was one o f  
Banbury's most respec ted  tradesman. .... D u r i n g  h i s  l o n g  res idence  
i n  Banbury M r  D o s s e t t  was a r e g u l a r  a t t e n d a n t  a t  t h e  P a r i s h  Church 
and a generous suppor to r .  He d i d  n o t  a s p i r e  t o  any p u b l i c  o f f i c e ,  
b u t  was i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  r e l i g i o u s ,  p o l i t i c a l  and s o c i a l  l i f e  o f  t h e  
town and was a man who was h e l d  i n  h i g h  r e g a r d  by t h e  members o f  h i s  
s t a f f  and a l l  who knew h i m . "  
s u c c e s s f u l l y  as  "Dosset ts"  f o r  Messrs Simonds f o r  some years.  

Up u n t i l  t h e  bus iness  was s o l d  i n  1937 and f o r  some t i m e  a f t e r -  
wards t h e  r e t a i l  shop r e t a i n e d  i t s  t r a d i t i o n a l  appearance. Ou ts ide  
i t  had b l a c k  and g o l d  b e v e l l e d  g l a s s  s i g n s  "Fami ly  Grocers", "Tea 
Blenders", " P r o v i s i o n  and Wine and S p i r i t  Merchants". Whilst i n s i d e  
i t  had l o n g  ca rved  mahogony coun te rs  and o l d  g l a s s  showcases w i t h  
brass f i t t i n g s  and she lves  f u l l  o f  i n t e r e s t i n g  i t ems .  There were 
banks o f  s m a l l  s p i c e  drawers f o r  nutmeg, r o o t  g i n g e r ,  t u r m e r i c ,  mace, 
etc.,  b rass  sca les ,  b i n s  f o r  keep ing  d r i e d  f r u i t  in ,  and green and 
go ld  numbered c a n n i s t e r s  f o r  t h e  v a r i o u s  teas.  There were rows o f  
g lass- topped b i s c u i t  t i ns  i n  a wooden s tand ,  and a marb le p r o v i s i o n  
counter complete wi th  r e d  and w h i t e  enamel bacon s l i c e r ,  f o r  easy 
c leaning,  mus l i ncove red  bacon, (bacon was c u t  t o  whatever t h i c k n e s s  
the customer r e q u i r e d ) ,  cheese w i r e s  t o  c u t  t h e  cheeses, w i t h  a 
handle a t  each end, and s c a l e s  w i th  a f l a t ,  c h i n a  weighing pan and 
brass d o l l y  we igh ts .  The f l o o r  was cove red  with sawdust and i n  
summer t h e  shop doors were opened t o  keep t h e  b u i l d i n g  c o o l  and t h e  
green sun b l i nds  would be p u l l e d  down. On very h o t  days wa te r  
would be s w i l l e d  o n t o  t h e  f l o o r  t o  keep t h e  temperature down, and a 
bowl o f  water  put down f o r  customers '  dogs. I n  w i n t e r  t h e  shop was 
co ld,  w i t h o n l y  two o i l  s t o v e s  t o  heat  i t  and one o f  theses was in  
the o f f i c e  beh ind  t h e  f r o s t e d  g l a s s  p a r t i t i o n .  Coloured a d v e r t i s e -  
ments f o r  c e r t a i n  s e l e c t  l i n e s  were d i s p l a y e d ,  and t h e  shop had 
severa l  hooped-backed c h a i r s  f o r  t h e  convenience o f  customers. Over- 
a l l  hung t h e  v a r i o u s  aromas assoc ia ted  w i t h  t h e  t r a d e  - s p i c e s ,  
cheeses, beeswax p o l i s h  used on t h e  woodwork, and above a l l  c o f f e e  
which was ground and r o a s t e d  i n  one c o r n e r  a t  i n t e r v a l s  d u r i n g  t h e  
day on a l a r g e  machine w i t h  a b rass  t o p  and a b i g  wheel a t  t h e  s i d e .  
By c o n t r a s t  w i t h  t h e  i n t e r e s t i n g  i n t e r i o r  o f  t h e  shop, "WG" avo ided 
e labo ra te  window d i s p l y s .  On t h e  p r i n c i p l e  t h a t  someone would have 
t o  e a t  i t  he avoided p u t t i n g  a n y t h i n g  e d i b l e  on d i s p l a y .  Some 
r e t r a i n e d  show ca rds  or dummy b o t t l e s  o f  wines and s p i r i t s  w i t h  muted 
crepe paper des igns  were h i s  l i m i t .  

The Second World War meant l o n g  h o u r s  d e a l i n g  w i th  a l l  t h e  
i n t r i c a c i e s  o f  r a t i o n i n g  and t h e  sho r tage  o f  many l i n e s .  A l though  
the Government, by i n t r o d u c i n g  r a t i o n i n g  from t h e  s t a r t  o f  t h e  war, 
avoided t h e  v e r y  d i f f i c u t l  problems o f  1917. 
with t h e  f i r m  during t h e  war. '' 
up i n t o  t h e  fo rces  i n c l u d i n g  l o n g - s e r v i n g  John F i e l d  who went i n t o  

2 9  The f i r m  con t i nued  t o  t r a d e  

"WG" kep t  i n  touch 
Male members o f  s t a f f  were c a l l e d  
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t h e  A i r  Force.  Again, as i n  1914, women were taken on the  s t a f f .  I n  
f a c t ,  a f t e r  t he  war most o f  t he  s t a f f  employed were women. 

M r .  C.G.J.O. De La Hay, a r e l a t i v e  o f  t h e  Simonds' f a m i l y .  If i t  
had n o t  been s o l d  by Messrs Simonds, I understand i t  i s  l i k e l y  t h a t  
i n s t e a d  o f  t h e  dozens o f  "Arthur S Cooper's Wine S to res "  (Simonds 
s u b s i d i a r y  o u t l e t  d u r i n g  much o f  t h e  1960s and 70s) they would have 
been named "Dosset ts" .  As i t  was t h e  Banbury bus iness was now 
renamed "Dosset ts  De l i ca tessen" ,  and w i d e l y  a d v e r t i s e d  i n  the  l o c a l  
p ress .  
w i t h  t h e  same name. With t h e  dea th  o f  t h e  manager, M r .  C e c i l  Ar iss,  
i n  November 1964, t h e  management passed t o  Mr. C e c i l  W i l l i a m  M idd le -  
t o n  who had worked f o r  "WG" andhad l i v e d  over  t h e  shop from 1937 
( M r  A r i s s  b e i n g  a bache lo r  had l i v e d  w i t h  r e l a t i v e s  i n  Crouch S t r e e t ) .  
With t h e  r i s e  o f  t h e  supermarket cha ins ,  Keymarket, Beacon Food, 
U n i t e d  Count ies Stores,  F ineFare and Bachelors ,  and t h e  d e c l i n e  o f  
t h e  s m a l l  h i g h  c l a s s  independent g roce rs ,  e v e n t u a l l y  t h e  bus iness - 
t h e  l a s t  o f  Banbury 's  independent ,  p r i va te l y -owned ,  h igh -c lass  
g r o c e r s  - was c l o s e d  and t h e  s i t e  s o l d  i n  1973 f o r  development, and 
t h e  o l d  1 8 t h  Century b u i l d i n g  was subsequent ly  demolished. I t  i s ,  
however, i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  n o t e  t h a t  i n  r e c e n t  years t h e r e  has been a 
r e v i v a l  i n  t h e  p o p u l a r i t y  o f  h i g h  c l a s s ,  independent de l i ca tessens .  
There i s  now a f l o u r i s h i n g  D e l i c a t e s s e n  F i n e  Food A s s o c i a t i o n  which, 
a long  w i t h  t h e  D a i l y  Telegraph, sponsors a D e l i c a t e s s e n  o f  t he  Year 
Award. The c l o s u r e  o f  t h e  o l d  shop i n  1973 ended a lmost  a c e n t u r y  
o f  t r a d i n g  under ve ry  v a r i a b l e  c o n d i t i o n s  as "Dosset ts"  3 1  and 150 
yea rs  as a g roce rs .  Years which t rans fo rmed  Banbury from a sma l l ,  
c o u n t r y  market  town i n t o  a s i z e a b l e  manu fac tu r ing  and commercial 
c e n t r e .  

A f t e r  t h e  d e m o l i t i o n  i n  1974 a p laque " D o s s e t t ' s  Corner" was 
e r e c t e d  on t h e  new b u i l d i n g ,  now occupied by t h e  Refuge Assurance 
Company and Messrs Ladbrokes, t o  commemorate t h e  name by wh'ich t h a t  
a r e a  o f  N o r t h  Bar had been l o n g  known. 37  3 1  U n f o r t u n a t e l y  a few 
yea r ' s  l a t e r  t h e  p laque  f e l l  down and was l o s t . 3 4 ,  35. Perhaps i t ' s  
t i m e  f o r  another  p l a q u e '  

I n  t h e  1950s t h e  bus iness  changed hands aga in  b e i n g  bought by a 

A second b ranch  was opened i n  C i r e n c e s t e r  by Mr De La Hay 

J.W.D. Davies 
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WYKHAM 

EARLY TIMES UNTIL THE END OF THE SEVENTEENTH CENTURY 

"The h i s t o r y  o f  Banbury begins a t  Wicham". These opening words 
o f  Wi l l iams P o t t s '  " A  H i s to ry  o f  Banbury" stand i n  sharp con t ras t  
w i th  the i ns ign i f i cence  o f  Wykham today. Many l o c a l  people would 
be unce r ta in  o f  i t s  l oca t i on .  Nowadays i t  i s  denoted by Wykham 
M i l l ,  Wykham Farm, Wykham Lane and Wykham Park which i s  now Tudor 
H a l l  School, on the southern o u t s k i r t s  o f  Banbury between Easington 
and The Sor Brook which f lows under the Bloxham road a t  Lamprey's. 

I n  1851 Roman remains were unearthed a t  Wykham Park when p a r t  
o f  the former farmyard was be ing  converted t o  a k i t chen  garden. 
These f inds  i nd i ca ted  t h e  s i t e  of a Romano-Celtic v i l l a  and cons is t -  
ed o f  wa l l s ;  fragments o f  a coarse, l imestone, tesse la ted  f l o o r ;  a . 
beehive oven probably used t o  dry g ra in ;  a w e l l  28" i n  diameter and 
48' deep and a v a u l t  con ta in ing  7 or 8 human skeletons and some 
animal bones. There was a s i l v e r  c o i n  o f  Trebonianus Gal lus 
together w i t h  17 bronze co ins  da t i ng  from Claudius I 1  (268-270 A.D.) 
t o  Valens (375-378 A.D.). "Wic" i s  probably der ived  from the L a t i n  
"v icus" meaning a v i l l a g e  or country seat and has the same meaning 
as the Saxon "ham". I n  1986, M r .  Colegrave, the farmer, revealed 
a f u r t h e r  w e l l  i n  an adjacent f i e l d  and more fragments were discov- 
ered. 

Although Banbury r a p i d l y  superceded Wykham i n  s i z e  and import-  
ance, The Domesday Survey o f  1086 s t i l l  d i s t i ngu ishes  i t  i n  a 
separate en t r y  reading: 

"Robert holds o f  the i n l a n d  o f  t h e  bishop 2 h ides  
i n  WICHAM. There i s  land  f o r  2 plough teams. Now 
there  are i n  demesne 2 ploughs and 4 se r f s .  
ho ld  14 plough teams. 
uc ing  30s. 
100s. " 

5 v i l l e i n s  
There is a m i l l  t here  prod- 

I t  was worth 60s. and now i t  i s  worth 

I n  1067 the Norman monk Remigius o f  FCcamp succeeded t h e  Saxon 
Wul f ig  as Bishop o f  Dorchester. 
i n  1073. Robert was the re fo re  a tenant o f  the Bishop o f  L inco ln  
and was presumably the Robert son o f  Waukelin or Walchelin who 
granted the t i t h e s  o f  Wickham t o  Eynsham Abbey some t ime before 1109. 
These were pa id  i n  corn. I n  1238 a f r i e n d l y  agreement was made t h a t  
the Rector o f  Banbury should rece ive  t i t h e s  o f  one acre bu t  i n  1293 
Eynsham gave up a l l  the Wykham t i t h e s  t o  The Rector. 

by the Bishop o f  L inco ln  as h i s  predessors had he ld  i t  i n  exchange 
f o r  m i l i t a r y  se rv i ce  and Wykham was an appurtenance o f  Banbury Cast le.  

recorded: 

He removed the b i shopr i c  t o  L inco ln  

Henry I 1  confirmed t h a t  Wickham manor should cont inue t o  be he ld  

. Payment c a l l e d  scutage l a t e r  replaced t h i s .  The fo l l ow ing  are 

1166 The Cartae Baronum, the Red Book o f  the Exchequer - 
Richard o f  Stoke he ld  3 fees. 

1210 The "Testa de N e v i l l e "  or Book o f  Fees - Robert o f  
Stoke he ld  Wickham, Epwell ,  Fawler and Swalc l i f fe .  
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( T h i s  was p robab ly  t h e  Rober t  o f  Wykham whose widow, Av i ce  was 
g ran ted  one t h i r d  o f  Wickham i n  dower by h e r  son R a l f  in 1218). 
1224 R a l f  s o l d  16 ac res  o f  meadow and p a s t u r e  i n  Barbu ry  t o  t h e  
Bishop o f  L i n c o l n .  He was reco rded  i n  The Rent  R o l l  o f  1225 and 
r e f e r e d  t o  as "Lord o f  Wickham" i n  1238. We know t h a t  i n  1279 
Wickham was h e l d  f o r  one K n i g h t ' s  fee, s u i t  a t  t h e  c o u r t  a t  Banbury 
and 40 days du ty  a t  Banbury C a s t l e  i n  t h e  t ime  o f  war. 

A t  t h e  end o f  1321, Edward I 1  se i zed  Banbury c a s t l e  f rom Henry 
Burghersh, B ishop o f  L i n c o l n  f o r  s u p p o r t i n g  Thomas, E a r l  o f  Lancas- 
t e r  i n  a r e v o l t  a g a i n s t  t h e  crown. I t  was p u t  i n  t h e  c a r e  o f  Rob- 
e r t  de Arden i n s t e a d  o f  Sir Rober t  Wykeham. I n  1323 S i r  Rober t  
Wykeham g ran ted  t h e  Ardens, Wykham and S w a l c l i f f e  t o  s o l v e  h i s  own 
f i n a n c i a l  problems. I n  1327 S i r  Rober t  Arden was g r a n t e d  f r e e  
warren i n  Wickham. 
who p a i d  30 s h i l l i n g s  and a penny. I t  i s  c a l l e d  a hamlet .  S i r  
Rober t  i s  a l l e g e d  t o  have been most unpopular  and known l o c a l l y  as 
"The B lack  Dog o f  Arden". Edward I 1 1  l i c e n c e d  h i m  t o  c r e n e l l a t e  
t h e  manor a t  Wykham i n  1330 and i t  i s  s a i d  he needed t o  f o r t i f y  i t  
t o  p r o t e c t  h i m s e l f .  A year  l a t e r  he d ied .  H i s  h e i r  was h i s  son 
G i l e s  and custody o f  h i s  l a n d s  was g ran ted  t o  h i s  r e l i c t ,  N i c o l e .  
A l a w s u i t  f o l l owed  w i t h  E l i z a b e t h  Wykeham who was t r y i n g  t o  recove r  
h e r  husband's p r o p e r t y .  The Wykehams were s u c c e s s f u l  and i n  1346 
S i r  Robert Wykeham was r e t u r n e d  as L o r d  o f  Wickham. 

and the  hamlet  was s t i l l  l a r g e  enough f o r  i t  n o t  t o  be i n c l u d e d  i n  
t h e  1428 l i s t  o f  v i l l a g e s  exempt because t h e r e  were l e s s  t h a n  10 
house-holds. By t h i s  t i m e  Wickham had passed t o  S i r  R i c h a r d  Archer  
and was desc r ibed  as " f o r m e r l y  Rober t  Wykehams's". H i s  h e i r  was 
h i s  daughter Joan, w i f e  o f  S i r  John Dynham. From t h e n  onwards i t  
had a chequered h i s t o r y  o f  d i v i s i o n  and female l i n e .  By 1524 o n l y  
3 people were e l i g i b l e  f o r  t a x a t i o n  i n  t h e  hamlet  a l t h o u g h  John 
Speed's 1611 map o f  O x f o r d s h i r e  marks Wickham as a v i l l a g e .  Having 
been a f i e f  o f  t h e  C a s t l e  and Hundred o f  Banbury t h i s  passed t o  t h e  
Duke o f  Somerset i n  1547 and t o  t h e  Duke o f  Northumberland i n  1550 
b e f o r e  r e v e r t i n g  t o  t h e  Crown n e x t  year. The Crown leased  i t  t o  
t h e  Fiennes f a m i l y  i n  1595. 

Chamberlayne, a K i n g ' s  Bench judge and C i v i l  J u s t i c e  o f  t h e  County 
P a l a t i n e  o f  Chester .  I t  i s  from t h i s  t i m e  t h a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  O ld  
House o r i g i n a t e s .  The b u i l d i n g  bears  a da tes tone  o f  1619 which may 
n o t  be t o t a l l y  r e l i a b l e  a l t h o u g h  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  known p o r t r a i t  o f  
S i r  Thomas i s  da ted  w i th  t h e  same year may suggest i t  was s i g n i f i c a n t  
f o r  t he  f a m i l y .  Next t o  t h i s  b u i l d i n g  was t h e  former chapel .  
Above t h e  ornamenta l  archway i n  Wykham Park i s  t h e  Chamberlayne arms. 

Wickham may have been t h e  scene o f  Cromwel l ian t r o o p s  assembl ing 
d u r i n g  t h e  C i v i l  War. When t h e  P a r l i a m e n t a r i a n s  bes ieged Banbury 
C a s t l e  i n  t h e  summer o f  1644. Co lone l  John F iennes had c o n s i d e r a b l e  
f o r c e s  on t h a t  s i d e  o f  t h e  town. On Thursday, 2 4 t h  October, when 
t h e  E a r l  o f  Northampton and Co lone l  Gage a r r i v e d  a t  Adderbury t o  
r e l i e v e  t h e  g a r r i s o n  which was commanded by h is  19 year  o l d  son, 
S i r  W i l l i a m  Compton t h e r e  were 800 P a r l i a m e n t a r i a n  horsemen i n  5 

I n  t h i s  year t h e  v i l l a g e  subs idy  n o t e s  8 peop le  

For  t h e  p o l l  t a x  o f  1377, 29 people were assessed a t  Wickham 

I n  1601 W i l l i a m  and Anthony B u s t a r d  conveyed t h e  manor t o  Thomas 
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units at Easington. 
certain why the hamlet of Wickham disappeared during this period 
but by 1688 only one cottage is marked on the Edward Grantham map. 
Agricultural changes could have contributed to its diminution. 

In 1681 Chamberlayne's great-granddaughter, Penelope became 
engaged to Mr. Robert Dashwood, elder son of the Kirtlington Dashwoods 
who was still very young, having been born on 18th October 1662. 
Penelope's elder sister, Catherine became engaged at this time to 
Sir Richard Werman of Thame Park. MissPenelope's settlement was 
dated 14th September and in it all Sir Thomas's estates were to be 
held by S i r  Robert Dashwood and his intended wife subject to the 
Dashwoods paying E16,000 to Miss Catherine Chamberlayne. This 
included Wickham, Neithrop and Calthorp. Together with the 
extensive Dashwood properties these were entailed on the male line. 
Shortly afterwards Sir Thomas Chamberlayne became ill and died in 
October confirming the settlement in his will. In June 1682 the 
marriage took place. 

Robert Dashwood rapidly increased in importance. He became 
a baronet in September 1684 and was M.P. for Banbury from 1689-1700. 
He was the Council's candidate and Banbury was a "pocket borough". 
The townspeople proposed Sir John Howles whom they supported with 
140 votes to the Council's 10. A petition was presented to 
Parliament but the Committee o f  Privileges and Elections found in 
favour of Sir Robert. 

and Kirtlington estates, we know more of Wykham Park at this period. 
The Map of Wickham by Edward Grantham is part plan, part picture. 
Painted in oil on canvas in August 1688, it depicts the area from 
the Salt Way (designated "Lon-don-Road" in broken syllables) to the 
mills along the Sor Brook. Orchards and cow pasture are clearly 
defined. The map still hangs near the main entrance of Tudor Hall 
School. At about this time Celia Fiennes journeyed to the area and 
wrote: 

This was also a time of plague. Nobody is 

Although much of Sir Robert's time was spent at his Northbrook 

"About 2 mile from Broughton is a great old house much like 
Broughton. It's S i r  Robert Dashwood's." 

In 1734 S i r  Robert Dashwood was succeeded by his grandson Sir 
James (1715-70). He was a great traveller but in 1740 built a small 
and gracious, southfacing building, which now forms the basis of the 
large house. 
took over the estates in 1779. Unlike his predecessors, he was 
reckless with money; by the age of 30 his father had rescued him from 
debts o f  E25,OOO. In 1780 he married the beautiful and intelligent 
Mary H e l m  Graham whom Boswell describes as charming Dr. Johnson and 
with whom the Princess Elizabeth liked to correspond. Her portrait 
by Sir Joshua Reynolds is certainly stunning. 
able to influence S i r  Henry towards thrift. B y  1801 he had sold 
much Of his property outside Kirtlington. 
from t h e  chapel at Wykham was taken when he left and it is now his 
memorial in a side chapel of Kirtlington Church. For Wykham Park 
this was the end of one era and the beginning o f  another. 

His own son, Sir Henry Watkin Dashwood (1745-1828) 

Sadly, she was un- 

For  some reason the glass 
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Nanet te  Godfrey and Charmian Snowden 

Sources: 
"The V i c t o r i a  County H i s t o r y "  
"Wykham Shrunken Medieval  V i l l a g e "  - Simon C r u t c h l e y ,  Mark Tay lo r  

" A  H i s t o r y  o f  Banbury" - W i l l i a m  P o t t s  
"The O x f o r d s h i r e  Dashwoods". 

and I v a l  Hornbrook. 

P a r t  o f  t h e  Map o f  Wickham. See Page 67. 

68 



A HISTORY OF THE NEITHROP ASSOCIATION 
FOR THE PROTECTION OF PERSONS & PROPERTY 

When the Neithrop Association for Prosecuting Felons (as the 
Association was first called) was formed in 1819, the population of 
Banbury was about 5670. The High Steward was Frederick North, 5th 
Earl of Guilford, 3rd son of Prime Minister North of Wroxton Abbey 
and the Deputy Recorder was Mr. H. Holbech of Farnborough Hall, the 
Mayor was Robert Brayne, the Town Clerk Mr. William Walford and the 
Vicar, the Rev. T. W. Lancaster, M.A. 

port was by coach, carriage or  on horseback, or  by boat on the canal. 
The Carriers of Wagons and Carts were Bragginton, Railton, Durran, 
Gilkes and Cakebread. 
and J. Golby both of whom ran a regular service to London, Liverpool 
and Birmingham. Pickfords ran canal boats as did Crowley, Hicklin 
& Co. whose agent was Thomas Page of the Catherine Wheel. Various 
butchers attended the market suck as Ivins of Wroxton, Colegrave of 
South Newington, Elkington of Bourton and Sabin of Wardington. 

The town constables were Thomas Taylor, William Garrett, Samuel 
Boddington and Thomas Pain, whilst Neithrop were Williams Eagles and 
William Colegrave. The Excise Office was at the Buck and Bell and 
the Post Office was at the White Lion - The Postmaster being Joseph 
Wyatt, the Licensee. 

Despite the presence of constables, the farmers, shopkeepers 
and businessmen had little or no protection of their property and 
the formation of an association was a step towards obtaining redress 
for loss or damage sustained. How did it work? If you were a 
members you could register a complaint to the committee. I F  the 
complaint was justifled then posters were printed and a reward 
offered if the offender was not known. If the culprit was known, 
an arrest was made on the instigation of the Association whose sol- 
icitor would prosecute. In some instances quite severe sentences 
were given considering the crime committed. The subscription was 
at first El but later an additional charge of t2 to join was made. 

where, and it was agreed by those present to pay a first subscrip- 
tion of El. Among the members were Henry Stone, Sam Armitt and 
John Holloway. 
charged E5.9s.Od. In 1821 the numbers were 16. In 1822 John 
Salmon was chairman and the following year the AGM was held at the 
Buck and Bell when it was decided that any member requesting bills- 
to be printed for cattle lost would have to pay for them if it was 
proved that they were not stolen. Perhaps this was because Esther 
Cheney was proving too much of an expense for the Association's funds. 

In 1824 the A.G.M. was held at the Butcher's Arms at which 
members must have got a little merry for at the following committee 
meeting, after raising the subscription to E2, a resolution was then 
passed that should any member at the A.G.M. behave in a disorderly 

There was no police force, no railways and of course all trans- 

The two biggest waggoners were Henry Stone 

The Association first met in 1819, though it is not recorded 

Esther Cheney carried out the printing for which she 
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manner or be otherwise abusive t o  any o ther  member, a vo te  would be 
taken t o  expel  t h a t  member. 

Two years l a t e r  the  A.G.M..was he ld  a t  the  Vine when the  
membership was 26. Apparent ly t h e  Assoc ia t ion  found i t  necessary. 
a t  t h  i s  t ime t o  have i t ' s  own dog f o r  i t  was recorded t h a t  f 2  was 
al lowed f o r  i t ' s  keep and f l  f o r  tax.  Various prosecut ions  were 
c a r r i e d  ou t  du r ing  the years bu t  the crimes were no t  l i s t e d  u n t i l  
1833. 
Charles Wyatt fo r  s t e a l i n g  pigeons. For t h i s  G r i f f i n  served two 
months imprisonment w i t h  hard  labour and one month s o l i t a r y  conf ine-  
ment. The f o l l o w i n g  year W. S w i f t  received 6 months f o r  s t e a l i n g  
bar ley .  Constable Dav ie l  Newton who c a r r i e d  ou t  the a r r e s t  was 
rewarded w i t h  the p r i n c e l y  sum o f  2/6d. 

There now commenced a pe r iod  when f a i t h  i n  the Assoc ia t ion  was 
l o s t .  Membership dropped t o  16 and the Treasurer ( t h e  l a n d l o r d  o f  
the  Vine) M r .  J.P. Judge was unable t o  hand over the funds t o  h i s  
successor M r .  Charles Judge. I n  1835 he s t i l l  owed the sum o f  
f40.0.11d p l u s  charge o f  5/6d and he was then g iven 24hrs t o  pay up 
be fore  proceedings would be taken. By 1838 membership was down t o  
12 and the subsc r ip t i on  was reduced t o  30 / - .  The A.G.M. was moved 
t o  the F l y i n g  Horse and records show t h a t  the f o l l o w i n g  year began 
the  long se rv i ce  o f  Charles Page as Treasurer who was l a n d l o r d  o f  - I  

the  new meeting p lace .  
I n  1829 S i r  Robert Peel had formed the Me t ropo l i t an  P o l i c e  

Force and l a t e r  t h i s  was extended t o  the boroughs. 
l o c a l  p o l i c e  fame was formed i n  1837. This was, i n  a l l  p r o b a b i l i t y  
the reason f o r  the l o s s  o f  i n t e r e s t  i n  the Assoc ia t ion  which was 
thought t o  be superf luous. 

increase i n  membership i nc luded  L ieu t /Co l .  J. North o f  Wroxton Abbey, 
and Messrs F low le r  and Loggin. 

i t  was repo r ted  t h a t  Robert F lowler  had been assau l ted  by one Robert 
Taylor who was i n  gao l  f o r  the of fence. A l l  expenses f o r  the 
prosecut ion  o f  Taylor were t o  be p a i d  by the  Associat ion.  Two years 
l a t e r  two policemen, Wi l l i am Townsend and John Ward were rewarded 
E2 f o r  de tec t i ng  two persons, Cook and Hyde, i n  the  a c t  o f  b reak ing  
Robert Fowler 's  windows and shut te rs .  

Under the t reasu re rsh ip  o f  Char les Page t h e  a f f a i r s  o f  the  
Assoc ia t ion  now seemed t o  take  an upward t u r n .  The s u b s c r i p t i o n  was 
reduced t o  5/- and a donat ion o f  E10 was g iven towards the Incend-1 
i a r y  Fund f o r  the v i l l a g e  o f  Hornton which had su f fe red  a Berrmble 
f i r e .  I n  1854, as the funds s tood a t  f72.3.8d. no s u b s c r i p t i o n  was 
charged, coverage o f  p roper t y  was extended t o  20 m i l e s  and member- 
sh ip  d is tance un l im i ted .  F i v e  years l a t e r  the  s u b s c r i p t i o n  was 
s t i l l  5/-,  and a l l  o l d  members who had pa id  the  entrance fee o f  E2 
were al lowed t o  withdraw i t .  As a r e s u l t  o f  the  b e t t e r  r e p u t a t i o n  
o f  the Assoc ia t ion  the  membership had now cl imbed t o  39, and i t ' s  
committee had s e t t l e d  down t o  a regu la r  p a t t e r n  o f  dea l i ng  w i t h  smal l  
prosecut ions and the e f f i c i e n t  running o f  i t ' s  a f f a i r s .  I n  1875, now 
t h a t  Charles Page was the  Landlord, the  AGM was he ld  a t  the  White 

I n  t h i s  year Robert G r i f f i n  was prosecuted by the  Rev. 

I n  Banbury the  

I n  1842 the  s u b s c r i p t i o n  was reduced t o  10/- and a s l i g h t  

A t  a committee meeting he ld  a t  the F l y i n g  Horse i n  A p r i l  1844 
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L ion .  I n  1884 the  committee cons is ted  o f  J. Po t t s ,  W. Anker, 
T.Fowler, J.Stephens, H.Flowers, W.Sanders, W.Strange, J.Lumbers, 
S.Hadland and E.Fogg. The Secretary was C.Neighbour, the  s o l i c i t o r  
J.Stockton and o f  course the  Treasurer, Charles Page. To t h i s  
committee M r .  Orchard made an a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  embezzlement by Harry 
W.Higham, which was considered. Mr.Stockton was asked t o  represent 
the  Assoc ia t ion  and was i n s t r u c t e d  t o  appear a t  t h e  hear ing  o f  
charges. Higham was conv ic ted  and rece ived th ree  months imprison- 
ment . 
j o i n e d  the  assoc ia t ion .  Not a l l  c la ims were j u s t i f i e d  f o r  i n  1889 
my grandfa ther ,  Harry Stroud repo r ted  the  l o s s  o f  a p ig - t rough a t  
Nethercote. He s t a t e d  t h a t  he knew who had taken i t .  A t rough 
was then found i n  a d i t c h  b u t  t h i s  proved n o t  t o  be h i s ,  and he had 
t o  admit on be ing  reminded t h a t  he had i n  f a c t  loaned i t  t o  a f r i e n d .  
Dur ing  the  ensuing years such w e l l  known Banbury names as Braggins, 
B u l l e r ,  Chard and McKeevor a l l  f ea tu re  i n  the  records. Dur ing  a 
wave o f  p a t r i o t i s m ,  a t  t he  AGM o f  1892, the  ga ther ing  toas ted  the  
Queen the r e s t  o f  t h e  Royal Family, the  Army and the  Navy. 

I n  1886 i t  was recorded t h a t  Messrs. Stroud, Boxold and J e l f s  

I n  1897 Tom Page was e lec ted  i n  p lace  o f  h i s  l a t e  fa the r ,  and 
connect ion w i t h  the  Assoc ia t ion  became t reasurer ,  so beg inn ing  a 

which l a s t e d  f o r  about 50 years. 
Reading through the  pages o 

l i k e  reading a l i s t  o f  prominent 
t u r n  o f  the  century  the  evidence 
t h a t  t h e  Assoc ia t ion  exer ted  a s 
incl t o  note some o f  t he  cases. 

t he  minutes o f  the  Assoc ia t ion  i s  
Banbury businessmen. A f t e r  t he  
i s  such t h a t  one i s  lead  t o  b e l i e v e  
rong in f l uence  and i t  i s  i n t e r e s t -  

~ 

I n  1907 there  were s i x  prosecut ions,  ranging from la rceny  and 
embezzlement t o  s t e a l i n g  meat, hay, apples and a l so  a case o f  t res -  
passing. 

The f o l l o w i n g  year fou r  men were prosecuted and conv ic ted  a t  
t he  Quarter Sessions f o r  s t e a l i n g  f20 from M r .  Palmer o f  High S t ree t .  
They rece ived sentences rang ing  from 4 years down t o  9 months hard 
labour .  A l l  s o r t s  o f  p e t t y  cr imes were d e a l t  w i t h  and al though 
p e n a l t i e s  were no te  necessa r i l y  always severe, the  i n f l uence  o f  t he  
Assoc ia t ion  was marked and a u s e f u l  de te r ren t  t o  crime which o ther -  
wise, through laok  o f  f inance, would never have reached prosecut ion .  
In  t h e  p u r s u i t  o f  apprehending c r i m i n a l s  i t  was no t  con f ined t o  
l o c a l  a r r e s t s  f o r  a man who s t o l e  two mackintoshes from W.H. Robeson 
by f a l s e  pretences was a r r e s t e d  a t  Crewe. The s t e a l i n g  o f  dogs, 
chickens, b russe ls  and causing damage t o  grass d i d  no t  go unchallenged 
and a c t i o n  was taken. I t  i s  recorded i n  1912 t h a t  t h e  Chairman, 
M r .  W.J. Bloxham was the  v i c t i m  o f  f raud when a man c a l l e d  Hobson s o l d  
250 b locks  o f  peat t o  him f o r  12/-. The peat was never de l i ve red  
and M r .  Hobson disappeared. Both Tom Page and Mr. Bloomf ie ld  were 
defrauded by wor th less  cheques though i t  i s  no t  s ta ted  whether the  
c u l p r i t s  were apprehended. M r .  Ernest B u t l e r  o f  B u t l e r s  the  grocers,  
repo r ted  t h a t  t h ree  o f  h i s  c a t s  were poisoned. A reward o f  E5 was 
o f fe red .  The wording i s  such t h a t  i t  i s  no t  e n t i r e l y  c l e a r  whether 
t h i s  was f o r  g e t t i n g  r i d  o f  t he  c a t s  or f i n d i n g  the  c u l p r i t .  

I n  1913 the re  were th ree  cases taken up by the  Committee. The 
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f i r s t  was r a t h e r  sad, t h a t  o f  s h o o t i n g  a female swan s i t t i n g  on a 
n e s t  o f  e i g h t  eggs a t  Husco t t  M i l l ,  b u t  i t  appeared t h a t  t h e  p ros -  
e c u t i o n  was withdrawn, f o r  t h e  c u l p r i t  was a s e r v a n t  i n  t h e  employ 
o f  t he  owner. 

h i r e d  a b i c y c l e  f o r  12/6d t o  t a k e  t o  t h e  Yeomanry T r a i n i n g  Camp. 
Neal  d i d  n o t  pay t h e  h i r e  and w h i l s t  a t  camp he r a f f l e d  t h e  b i k e  
b u t  d i d  n o t  r e t u r n  t o  Banbury. 

The t h i r d  case was r e p o r t e d  by Mr. Henry Adkins who s a i d  t h a t  
po ta toes  had been s t o l e n  from h i s  p i t s  a t  Chalcombe. A reward o f  
E2 was o f f e r e d .  I t h i n k  t h i s  was a case when Mr. Adkins d i d  n o t  
s t a n d  by h i s  po ta toes .  

t h e  War H o s p i t a l  a t  Grimsbury and E10 t o  t h e  Mbrton I n f i r m a r y  
X-Ray Fund. 

Severa l  cases o f  s t e a l i n g ,  damage t o  a b i l l i a r d  t a b l e  a t  t h e  
Vine, and t o  p r o p e r t y  a t  t h e  Grand Theatre took  p l a c e  d u r i n g  t h e  war 
yea rs  and a boy l i v i n g  a t  115 M i d d l e t o n  Road o b t a i n e d  a donkey by 
f a l s e  pretences from a M r .  P r i c k e t t  o f  Husco t t  M i l l  and had ill- 
t r e a t e d  i t .  The boy was c o n v i c t e d  and g i v e n  s i x  s t r o k e s  o f  t h e  
b i r c h .  Perhaps i t  would n o t  be o u t  o f  p l a c e  t o  compare some o f  t h e  
punishements g i v e n  t o  c r i m i n a l s  then  t o  those meted o u t  now t o  muggers 
and p e t t y  o f fenders .  

o f  Drayton was employed by him t o  wash b o t t l e s  a t  t h e  Yine. He 
n o t i c e d  a bag i n s i d e  a bucket  and found i t  con ta ined  two b o t t l e s  o f  
s t o u t  and h a l f  a p i n t  o f  p o r t .  Watched by h i m s e l f  and h i s  son-in-law, 
M r .  Ray K i l b y ,  H a r r i s  was seen t o  t a k e  t h e  bag and was apprehended 
by the  Plough Yard. He was p rosecu ted  and conv ic ted .  

s t o l e n  from W.R.Stroud's yard,  mole t r a p s  from t h e  ya rd  o f  Mr.Tustin 
a t  M i l t o n ,  c o a l  from t h e  I r o n s t o n e  Co. a t  Wroxton, and one boy was 
sen t  t o  re fo rm school  f o r  b r e a k i n g  and e n t e r i n g .  I n  1922 Har ry  
S t roud  r e p o r t e d  damage t o  h i s  p r o p e r t y  by t h r e e  boys, Edward and 
George C la rke  and Har ry  Causebrook, w h i l s t  a man named Hudson was 
Prosecuted f o r  s t e a l i n g  h a l f  a b l a n k e t  from t h e  Red L i o n ,  y e t  odd ly  
enough was n o t  prosecuted f o r  an unpa id  b i l l  o f  C l& .  

a wooden board and one o f  i n t e r e s t  when a man named M ichae l  F i t z -  
g e r a l d  o f  no f i x e d  abode was charged w i t h  b r a k i n g  and e n t e r i n g  
Tadmarton G o l f  Club House and f e l o n i o u s l y  s t e a l i n g  a comb and soap 
t h e  p r o p e r t y  o f  t he  steward. He was a r r e s t e d  and taken i n t o  custody.  
He was p laced  on p r o b a t i o n  and bound ove r  f o r  12 months. I t  was n o t  
r e p o r t e d  i n  the  paper, however, t h a t  t h e  p r i s o n e r  s t a t e d  he r e a l l y  
o n l y  wanted a "wash and b rush  up". 

p u r p o r t i n g  t o  be a son o f  a p a r t n e r  o f  Cooke & Sons o f  Birmingham, 
f u r n i t u r e  dea le rs .  He had taken premises i n  George S t r e e t  and 
ob ta ined  d e l i v e r y  o f  a two sea te r  c a r .  
t o  be f a l s e  and he was then  a r r e s t e d ,  p u r e l y  because o f  t he  prompt 
a c t i o n  taken by the  Assoc ia t i on .  The c o s t  o f  t h e  a c t i o n  was 

The second was concern ing  M r .  Ha r ry  Neal  o f  F a c t o r y  S t r e e t  who 

Dur ing  the  F i r s t  World War t h e  A s s o c i a t i o n  donated E30 towards 

I n  1918 M r .  T h o r n i t t  r e p o r t e d  t o  t h e  committee t h a t  f r e d  H a r r i s  

Some ve ry  odd cases were r e p o r t e d  i n  1920. Sheepskins were 

Var ious cases d e a l t  w i t h  d u r i n g  1929 i n c l u d e d  s t e a l i n g  r a b b i t s ,  

A more s e r i o u s  case was r e p o r t e d  concern ing  a man named J.Cooke, 

H i s  c r e d e n t i a l s  were found 
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expensive, f46.4.11d. The case went t o  Quar ter  Sessions and C'ooke 
was sentenced t o  18 months h a r d  l a b o u r .  

Very l i t t l e  l e n i e n c y  was shown and even cases, maybe now consid-  
e red  t r i v i a l ,  were pursued. 

Damage t o  I r o n s t o n e  Propery and even s t e a l i n g  app les  i n  1934, 
was n o t  ignored.  One man was sentenced t o  3 months i n  p r i s o n  f o r  
s t e a l i n g  a r i c k  sheet ,  and when some boys b roke  a b a l l  va l ve ,  t h e i r  
f a t h e r  was made t o  pay a l l  c o s t s .  Four yea rs  l a t e r ,  s e v e r a l  boys 
were prosecuted f o r  minor o f fences  and one was sen t  t o  an approved 
schoo l .  

D u r i n g  t h e  second World War t h e  s o c i e t y  con t inued  t o  f u n c t i o n  
but no d i n n e r s  were he ld .  
from t h e  l a n d  o f  M r .  J .S.  Mold o f  Rectory  Farm. The case went t o  
t h e  County Sessions and t h e  defendant  was found g u i l t y  and f i n e d .  

I n  1947 M r .  & Mrs. Tom Page r e t i r e d  from t h e  White L ion .  The 
reco rds  show t h a t  Tom had served something l i k e  50 yea rs  and h i s  
f a t h e r  be fo re  h i m  about t h e  same. He had i n  t u r n  served as Treas- 
urer, A u d i t o r  and Sec re ta ry  as w e l l  as r u n n i n g  t h e  Annual Dinner .  
a p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  a p a i r  o f  s i l v e r  c a n d l e s t i c k s  was made on the  
occasion o f  t h e  129 th  AGM, t o  M r .  & Mrs. Page. 

on t h e  occasion o f  t h e  150 th  AGM. I n  1951 Co l .  A r t h u r  S tock ton  
d ied .  He had ac ted  a s . s o l i c i t o r  t o  t h e  A s s o c i a t i o n  f o r  over  40 
years  and had taken  t h e  Cha i r  on t h i r t e e n  occasions.  

I n  1954 M r .  A.J. B u t l e r ,  who was then  chairman, d i e d  and 
H.O. Bennet t  was e l e c t e d  t o  f i l l  t h e  o f f i c e .  He r e i g n e d  supreme 
f o r  over  25 years and proved one o f  t h e  most p o p u l a r  and w e l l  
l o v e d  gentlemen t o  f i l l  t h a t  o f f i c e .  
. I n  1967, Reg Weaver res igned ,  he had been Sec re ta ry  f o r  about 

30 years. There must be some s t r a n g e  attachment t o  t h e  A s s o c i a t i o n  
f o r  a good many o f  i t s  o f f i c a l s  remain i n  o f f i c e  and serve i t  w e l l  
f o r  l o n g  p e r i o d s .  I n  1977 H.O. Bennet t  r e t i r e d  a f t e r  57 years as 
a member and Jack F r i s w e l l  was chosen t o  t a k e  h i s  p lace .  

i s  has been i n t e r e s t i n g  how many names we have known a r e  mentioned, 
who make up t h e  bus iness l i f e  o f  t he  town, b o t h  i n  t h e  pas t  and i n  
t h e  p resen t .  Mawle, Braggins,  St roud,  L e s t e r ,  P o t t s ,  T h o r n i t t ,  
Anker, F r i s w e l l ,  Benne t t ,  Bloxham, Webb, Chard, Stockton,  Page, 
Abbot ts ,  Colegrave, Ewins, Dalby,  Fowler and c o u n t l e s s  o the rs .  As 
you m igh t  have gathered t h e  Page f a m i l y  f o r  over  100 years were t h e  
backbone o f  t h e  A s s o c i a t i o n  stemming from Char les  Page who, as w e l l  
as  b e i n g  t h e  l a n d l o r d  o f  t h e  F l y i n g  Horse, was a wine d e a l e r ,  a 
seed and hop merchant, a s p i r i t  merchant, a Town C o u n c i l l o r ,  o rgan ise r  
o f  t h e  r u n n i n g  o f  t he  b o w l i n g  green and t r e a c u r e r  t o  t h e  Felons. 

I b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  A s s o c i a t i o n c o u l d  s t i l l  p l a y  a modest b u t  
i n f l u e n t i a l  p a r t  i n  modern s o c i e t y .  Bu t ,  whatever i t ' s  f u t u r e ,  
l o n g  may i t  c o n t i n u e  t o  e x i s t  and a t  l e a s t  once a year b r i n g  p leasu re  
t o  those ga the red  a t  i t ' s  annual  f u n c t i o n  and meeting. 

a r e  a l l e g e d  and do n o t  guarantee complete accuracy; they a r e  compiled 
from the  m inu te  book ' s  w r i t t e n  records.  

Horace G i l k s  was caught t a k i n g  a r a b b i t  

A f t e r  a l apse  o f  n i n e  years, t h e  Annual Dinner  was aga in  h e l d  

Throughout my i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i n t o  t h e  a f f a i r s  o f  t he  A s s o c i a t i o n  

The d e t a i l s  g i ven  i n  t h i s  rev iew  o f  t h e  a f f a i r s  o f  t h e  A s s o c i a t i o n  

E.R. Lester 
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ARTICLES OF THE NEITHROP ASSOCIATInN 

1. 

I 1  

111. 

IV. 

V .  

VI. 

VII. 

VIII 

IX. 

X .  

~ - - - - - . - - 
FOR THE PROTECTION OF PERSONS AND PROPERTY 

ESTABLISHED NOVEHBER 23rd 1819 

That t h i s  Assoc ia t ion  s h a l l  extend i t s  P ro tec t i on  t o  the  
Property o f  i t s  Members w i t h i n  20 m i les  o f  the sa id  Township, 
and t o  t h e i r  persons i r r e s p e c t i v e  o f  d istance. 
That a General Meeting s h a l l  be he ld  once a year, i n  November, 
a t  such t ime and p lace  as t h e  Committee s h a l l  appoint ,  t ime ly  
no t i ce ,  by l e t t e r ,  o f  such Meeting be ing  p rev ious l y  sent t o  
every member. 
That every person on becoming a member s h a l l  pay i n t o  the  hands 
o f  the  Treasurer such sum as s h a l l  be determined a t  the  General 
Meeting i n  November, and i n  every succeeding year, pay the  l i k e  
sum as an annual subsc r ip t i on .  
That a t  the General Meeting i n  November, the  Committee s h a l l  
r e p o r t  t h e i r  proceedings du r ing  the past 12 months, a statement 
s h a l l  be made o f  the r e c e i p t s  and expendi ture o f  the  funds (and 
the debts, i f  any) o f  the  Associat ion;  the vouchers f o r  the 
expendi ture s h a l l  be produced w i t h  the book o f  accounts, by the  
Secretary, which s a i d  book s h a l l  a t  a l l  t imes be open for the  
i nspec t i on  o f  the members o f  t h i s  Associat ion.  
That the members o f  the  s a i d  Committee, the  Treasurer and the  
Secretary, s h a l l  be re -e lec ted  or re-placed by o thers  once a 
year, a t  the Annual General Meeting i n  November. 
That any member may withdraw from t h i s  Assoc ia t ion  on g i v i n g  
n o t i c e  t o  the  Secretary i n  w r i t i n g  one month p r i o r  t o  the  
Annual General Meeting. 
That every member who s h a l l  no t  pay h i s  Annual Subsc r ip t i on  on 
or before  the  General Annual Meeting, or w i t h i n  one month then 
next f o l l ow ing ,  s h a l l  cease t o  be a member. 

.That on the  death o f  a member, h i s  or her representa t ives  s h a l l  
be e n t i t l e d  t o  the same b e n e f i t  o f  the fund t o  which the  deceased 
would have been e n t i t l e d  i f  l i v i n g ,  a l l  subsc r ip t i ons  having 
been paid,  and the a r t i c l e s  f u l l y  complied w i t h .  
That the  expenses (o the r  than such as s h a l l  be al lowed on 
c o n v i c t i o n  o f  an o f fender  or of fenders)  o f  adve r t i s i ng ,  appreh- 
ending, and prosecut ing  any person or persons who s h a l l  rob,  
s t e a l  from, or otherwise fe lon ious l y  defraud or i n j u r e  any 
member o f  t h i s  Soc ie ty ,  s h a l l  be whol ly pa id  and defrayed ou t  
o f  the funds i n  the  hands o f  the  Treasurer, so f a r  as the  same 
w i l l  extend. 
That rewards (over and above those al lowed by Act o f  Par l iament 
or otherw ise)  s h a l l  be seve ra l l y  pa id  by the Treasurer for the 
t ime be ing  ou t  o f  the  funds r a i s e d  i n  manner beforementioned, 
t o  any person or persons (no t  be ing  a member o f  t h i s  Assoc ia t ion)  
who s h a l l  d iscover and g i v e  i n fo rma t ion  on oa th  o f  any offender 
or of fenders  g u i l t y  o f  any o f  the  of fences h e r i n a f t e r  mentioned, 
committed on the persons, p roper t i es ,  wives, c h i l d r e n  or 



servants, l i v i n g  wi th  and c o n s t i t u t i n g  p a r t  o f  the fami ly  o f  
any member o f  t h i s  Society.  Such rewards t o  be pa id  on the 
conv ic t i on  of the o f fender  or  offenders;  - ( t h a t  i s  t o  say) 
not exceeding:- 

f s d  
For Murder 20 0 0 

Burgulary,  Housebreaking, S h o p l i f t i n g ,  Highway Robbery, 
Footpad Robbery, S e t t i n g  F i r e  t o  any Dwel l ing  House, 
Warehouse, Barn, Stable,  Outhouse, or other B u i l d i n g  
whatsoever; or t o  any Rick, Stack, or Mow o f  Corn, 
Grain, Seeds, Hay, Straw, Wood, Furze, or Fuel 10 0 0 

Fe lon ious ly  s tea l rng ,  k i l l i n g  or w i l f u l l y  maiming any 
Horse, Mare, or Gelding, Mule, Ox, B u l l ,  Cow, He i fe r ,  
Ca l f ,  or  other Neat Ca t t l e ,  Sheep, Lamp, Pig, or Pigs 10 0 0 

To any Offender impeaching an Accomplice or Accomplices 
i n  the  above Crimes, so t h a t  such Impeachment be the 
Means o f  Conv ic t ion  10 0 0 

Skeal ing Goods from any Shop, Warehouse, Storehouse, 
Bu i l d ing ,  or other  place; or any Corn, thrashed or  
unthrashed; or Hay, or  other  th ings  out o f  any Barn, 
Hovel, Rick-yard, or other  place, or  any Grass, Corn, 
or  Hay, e i t h e r  qrowing or  i n  cocks 3 0 0  

Buying or rece iv ing  any Stock, Goods, or Ef fec ts ,  t h e  
p roper ty  o f  a Subscriber, knowing the same t o  have 
been s to len  5 0 0  

Breaking Windows, or s t e a l i n g  any Doors, Windows, Shut te rs  
Locks, Bo l t s ,  or  Bars 2 0 0  

3 0 0  S tea l i ng  Pou l t r y  o f  any k i n d  or Pigeons 

S tea l i ng  or damaging any Carr iage, Waggon, Cart,  Plough 
or other Implement o f  U t e n s i l  i n  Husbandry, or any 
Iron-work, belonging the re to  3 0 0  

Stea l ing ,  c u t t i n g ,  breaking down, burn ing  or  dest roy ing  
any Hedges, Mounds, or Fences, Gates, S t i l e s ,  Pens, 
hurdles,  Fleaks, Stakes, Pales, Posts, or R a i l s ,  or any 

Iron-work belonging t o  any Wood 1 0 0  

Robbing or mal i c ious l y  damaging, any Garden, Orchard, o r  
F i s h  Pond; or c u t t i n g  down, breaking, or destroying, 
any Timber, F r u i t ,  or other  Trees, Evergreens, or Shrubs, 
Underwood or Quick-sets, growing 2 0 0  
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L s d  
P u l l i n g  up, s tea l i ng ,  or dest roy ing ,  any Peas, Beans, 

Cabbages, Potatoes, Turnips, or other  Vegetables, 
from the F i e l d s  o f  any Member 2 0 0  

Cu t t i ng  the Mane or T a i l  o f  any Horse, Mare, or Gelding; 
or the T a i l  of any B u l l ,  Ox, o r  Cow, or otherwise 
d i s c i g u r i n g  them 2 0 0  

S t r i p p i n g  or p u l l i n g  Wool from any Sheep 1 0 0  

And f o r  every other Offence no t  be fore  spec i f i ed ,  such 
Reward as t h e  Committee or a m a j o r i t y  o f  them a t  a 
Meeting s h a l l  t h i n k  proper t o  a l low.  

X I .  That before any Prosecut ion be entered upon a Meeting o f  the 
Committee s h a l l  be ca l l ed ,  t o  consu l t  concerning the same, 
and g i ve  any d i r e c t i o n s  r e l a t i v e  the re to  which may be thought 
necessary; f ou r  Members t o  form a quorum; the Secretary and 
Treasurer t o  be e x - o f f i c i o  members o f  the  Committee. 

X I I .  That a l l  Offences committed on the  persons or proper ty  o f  the  
Wives, Chi ldren, or  Servants, l i v i n g  w i t h  and c o n s t i t u t i n g  
p a r t  o f  the Fami l ies  o f  Members o f  t h i s  Society,  s h a l l  be 
inc luded i n  the of fences meant t o  be prosecuted a t  the expense 
o f  t h i s  Associat ion.  

X I I I .That  no Compromise (un less  f o r  p e t t y  o f fences)  with any o f fender  
o r  offenders, or m i t i g a t i o n  o f  punishment, be allowed, under 
any pretence whatever, and t h a t  i f  any member s h a l l  commit an 
ac t  so i n j u r i o u s  t o  t h i s  Society,  h i s  or her name s h a l l  be 
s t ruck  o f f  the l i s t  o f  subscr ibers.  

X I V .  That a proper number o f  Handb i l l s  be pr rn ted ,  spec i f y ing  the  
Rewards o f f e r e d  by t h i s  Assoc ia t ion  f o r  apprehending and 
prosecut ing of fenders,  and s h a l l  be posted up i n  such places 
and a t  such t imes as the Committee f o r  the  t ime being, s h a l l  
t h i n k  proper. 
Any member r e q u i r i n g  an a l t e r a t i o n  i n  any o f  the foregoing 
Rules s h a l l  g i ve  one month's n o t i c e  t o  the  Secretary, i n  
w r i t i n g ,  p r i o r  t o  the General Annual Meeting. 

X V I .  The Committee may reduce the above Rewards i n  any case they may 
deem i t  proper so t o  do. 

LASTLY. That these Regulat ion be p r i n t e d  and each member have a 
copy o f  them. 

XV.  

Reproduced by kind permission o f  E.R. Lester and the Association 
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The Banbury Historical Society was founded in 1957 to 
encourage interest in the history of the town of Banbury and 
neighbouring parts of Oxfordshire, Northamptonshire and 
Warwickshire. 

The Magazine Cake and Cockhorse is issued to members three 
times a year. This includes illustrated articles based on 
original local historical research, as well as recording the 
Society's activities. By 1985 there had been 88 issues and at 
least 230 articles. Most back issues are still available and 
out-of-print issues can if requi red  be photocopied. 

Other publications still in print include: 

Old Banbury - a short popular history, E.R.C. Brinkworth 
New Light o f  Banbury's Crosses, P.D.A. Harvey 
Banbury Castle - a summary o f  excavations i n  1972, P.Fasham 
The Building and Furnishing o f  S t .  Mary's Church, Banbury, 

N. Cooper 

Booklets - 

Pamphlets - 
History o f  Banbury Cross 
The Globe Roam a t  the Reindeer Inn, Banbury 

The Society has also published twenty o r  more volumes in its 
records series (list available o f  those still in print). These 
have included Ranbury Parish Registers (in seven parts: Marriages 
1558-1837, Baptisms and Burials 1558-1812);  Banbury Corporation 
Records: Tudor and Stuart; Banbury Wills and Inventories, 1591-1650 
(Part 1 ,  1591-1620; Part 2 ,  1621-1650): A Victorian M.P. and h is  
Constituents: The Correspondence o f  H.W. Tancred 1841-1860; 
Shoemaker's Window: Recollections o f  Banbury before the Railway Age, 
by George Herbert (now available in Gulliver Press edition); South 
Newinqton Churchwardens' Accounts 1553-1684; Wigginton Constables' 
Books 1691-1836; Bodicote Parish Accounts 1700-1822; Victoriari 
Banbury, by Barrie Trinder (with Phillimore); and Aynho; A Northamp- 
tonshire Parish, by Nicholas Cooper (with Leopard's Head Press); 
Banbury Goal Records 1805-1852, edited by Penelope Renold. 
in preparation Baptisms and Burials 1813-1838. An edition of letters 
to the 1st Earl of Guilford ( o f  Wroxton, father of L.ord North, Prime 
Minister and M.P. for Banbury) is also planned. 

Volume 

Meetings are held during the autumn and winter, normally at 
7.30 pm at the North Oxfordshire Technical College, Broughton Road, 
Banbury, on the second Thursday o f  each month. 
invited lecturers on general and local archaeological, historical 
and architectural subjects. In the summer, the AGM is held at a 
local country house and other visits are arranged. 

Talks are given by 

Membership of the Society I S  open to all, no proposer o r  
seconder being needed. The annual subscription of C8.00 inc!uding 
any records volumes published, or  L5.00 if these are excluded. 

Application forms can be obtained from the Hon. Membership 
Secretary, c/o Banbury Museum, 8 Horsefair, Banbury, Oxon. 
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