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You may note a few changes to the committee as listed on the inside cover. Miss 
Mary Stanton has left after many years of service to the Society. She has carried out 
many duties, in particular the onerous job of Treasurer. She will be particularly 
remembered for her work on indexing "Rusheis Lists and Directory's'' this has 
proved to be an invaluable tool to those researching the Town of Banbury during the 
eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. Our best wishes go with her in her "retirement". 
We are pleased to welcome Brian Little to the committee who has already been 
helping with various tasks in the past few years. 

D.A.H. 



A BANBURY ADVENTURE. 
Most of us might recall, if our memories were good enough, that the first town-name 
we ever heard was that of Banbury, probably while sitting at a very early age astride 
mother’s knee and listening to one of our first nursery rhymes. Even the name of the 
town where we were born had to come later into our understanding. Other towns 
came early to our ears, like York, whose grand old duke led his men in some very 
odd military manoeuvres up and down a hill; and Gloucester, where the unlucky 
Doctor Foster fell into a puddle, and took a strong dislike to the locality. We heard 
also about London, whose bridge seemed to be always in a state of collapse, and 
where the exemplary Richard Whittington was three times Lord Mayor. 

For us, Banbury was always a fairy-tale town somewhere in the Midlands, where a 
fine lady was always to be seen riding a white horse around the Cross, adorned with 
glittering rin 5 and tinkling bells, to the delight of all who came suitably mounted 
a-cock-horse. There has always been something magic about the name of Banbury. 

Our family came cventually to live in Banbury, and we found that the magic was still 
there if one looked carefully enough, though i t  faded somewhat as things became 
familiar. I t  is to be found yet, we think, in some of the byways, and in the 
market-place, but hardly on the shelf of a super-market. 

Yet magic remains for all time in Banbury‘b past. The town’s central position, and 
the presence of prehistoric features, like milestones in time, suggest that Banbury 
may at one time have been a more significant place than known history can say. 

Having settled in Banbury, I began after a time to take an interest in thc town’s 
history, and after somc desul1ory reading I found myself speculating about the origin 
of the town’s name. For though it is conjecturally established, as I learned, that the 
town is of Saxon origin, there is evidence of human activity here long before any 
Saxon settlement. 

Over the centuries many different peoples must have appeared on the local scene - 
ancient Iberians, Celts, Romans, Saxons, Danes, Normans - all of whom have no 
doubt left their mark in one way or another. Early history is scarce, and vague: but a 
place-name may endure on the lips of a changing community as well as the names of 
physical features of the landscape. I t  is well-established that most of the names of our 
natural features like hills and rivers were given by folk who were here long before 
the Saxon tongue was heard in the land. 

It did not take me long to find out that in the field of the etymology of place-names 
there is very little room for the amateur. One needs to bc helped by a fair knowledge 
of the relevant languages - Anglo-Saxon, Old Celtic and Old Norse Tongues, Latin 
and Old French, as well as an understanding of established philological laws of 
sound-change, like that of Grimn;  and perhaps an awareness at least of the mutation 
systems of the Celtic tongues. 

This cautious adventure into etymology has turned out to be a brain-twisting 
exercise, and yet an exhilarating incursion into a delightful realm of almost fantasy. 
Voltaire once described ct mology as a science in which vowels mean nothing at all 
and consonants very little. He might have said, with some reason, that etymology is 
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a vast labyrinth, were vowels, consonants and syllabic particles are signposts erected 
by some mischievous sprite, to lead us into blind alleys, hidden swamps and 
confusing crossroads, and now and then into a narrow path with a dim and hopeful 
light at the end, which tums out to be where we came in. 

One has only to hunt a word back a few generations to find wide variations in 
spelling, and that a word becomes in use so worn and frayed that it  seem5 to bear no 
longer any relation to its lineage; while from the same basic root can comc many 
different words with apparently unrelated meanings. A local case in point IS that 
since the middle of the nineteenth century Rollrich has become R ~ l l r i g h t , ~  and 
Rollright, i t  is stated, has had no less than a hundred different  spelling^.^ The name 
of Maumbery Ring, in Dorset, gives a good example of how to get lost in an 
etymological maze. Included among its suggested origins are ’maigne’ (in British a 
seat), ‘maum’ (meaning a mixture of white clay and chalk, of which the land is 
composed), ‘mummings or mummeries’ (an ancient name for games of sport), 
‘Madm’ (a Saxon name for a vessel), ‘maen’ ( a great stone).’ 

A familiar word like ‘hamburger’, originally a kind of meat roll popular in Hamburg, 
like the frankfurter, a kind of sausage popular in Frankfurt, came to have its ‘ham’ 
confused with the contribution by the domestic pig. From this confusion have arisen 
’beefburger’, ‘cheeseburger’ and so on, all of which have become generically 
‘burgers’. The word ‘Hamburger’ refers properly to a citizen of Hamburg, and in 
German the general form ‘burger’ means a citizen of any ‘burg’ or ‘borough’, as in 
English ‘burgess’. Since the ‘bury’ in ‘Banbury’ comes from the same root 
(Anglo-Saxon’burh’), the citizens of this fair town could with a good conscience call 
themselves ‘Banburgers’, though the popular understanding of such a term might 
now be taken to mean a savoury version of the Banbury cake. 

The root-meaning in ‘bury’ or ‘burh’ is found to have taken many forms: ‘borough’, 
‘brough’, ‘borrow’, ‘barrow’, ‘borwe’, ’borghe’, ‘borg’, ‘burgh’, ‘burw’, ‘burie’, 
‘byrig’ and still others in all the European tongues. This root in general meant a 
fortified earth-construction as a place of security. In Old High German the word was 
‘puruc’ or ‘purc’, and the Gothic ‘baurgs’ meant the same thing, and was connected 
with the Gothic verb ’bairgan’ meaning to hide or protect. 

From this same root-meaning comes the word ‘bury’ in its meaning ‘to hide in the 
earth’, as when we bury a body, and this idea af ‘earth-working’ for protection and 
security is the primitive meaning that underlies the root in all its forms, for another 
variation is found in ‘burrow’ (Saxon ‘beorgan’, to protect or shelter) and in 

‘barrow’, a grave, both involving a digging in the earth. Even the word ‘borrow’ 
(Saxon ‘borgian’) means basically ‘to secure’, and was once used as substantive to 
mean a pledge or surety. (Modem German ‘Burge’ means a surety.) 

A daring amateur philologist with a robust-enough conscience might derive the root 
‘burh’ from the origin of the majuscule ‘B’ as an ideograph for a dwelling,6 and the 
‘ur’, ‘ar’, or ‘or’ from the Sanskrit ‘ar’, with the force of ‘to work the soil’,’ a root 
that survives in the English ‘earth’ and to ‘ear’, in ‘arable’ arid even in ‘year’, which 
meant originally ‘a ploughing’.8 What of the ‘H’ in ‘burh’? As an ideograph ‘H’ 
signified a fence and also a sieve, but here we are well into a philological maze. The 
final letters in ‘burh’, ‘burg’ or ‘purc’ are all gutteral, and might easily have become 
varied dialectally. It has been said by the learned that the Normans, who had become 
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soaked with heady French, could not sound the Saxon gutteral ‘h’ in ‘burh’, or yet in 
other Saxon words like ‘thruh’(through), so that the more throaty Saxons added 
another gutteral (8) by way of encouragement, but with the abortive result that in 
polite and sycophantic society the gutterals came not to be sounded at all, and so left 
us with our modem ‘silent’ letters as in ‘through’? The final gutteral here is sounded 
yet in the equivalent German ’durch’. 

How does it  come about that the ‘bury’ in Banbury should be a form of ‘burh’? The 
most likely answer is that it derives from the dative case of the Saxon ‘burh’, which 
changes to ‘byrig’ after certain prepositions, and where the final ‘g’ came to be 
sounded as ‘y’. Why the dative? Probably because the name was so frequently 
preceded by the prepositions ‘to’, ‘at’ or ‘from’, and in Saxon these prepositions 
governed the dative case, as do the same prepositions today in German. It is likely 
that a place-name was not commonly used out of such context, and even when it was 
so used the preposition was implied. If today we were to be asked ‘Where do you 
live?’, we should probably reply ‘Banbury’, but ‘in Banbury’ or ‘at Banbury’ is what 
we really say. 

A pointed instance of this use of the dative is seen in the Saxon Chronicle account of 
the antics of the marauding Danish king Svein, whose hordes, in the year 1003, 
‘eodon tha to Searbyrig’ (went then to Salisbury), Though as nominative the name of 
the town was Searburg. The dative form has endured as nominative, as with the name 
of Banbury. 

No doubt then ‘Banbury’ may well have been, as nominative, ‘Banburh’, and in the 
usual context ‘Banbyrig’, to become under Norman-French influence ‘Banberie’, as 
in the post conquest Domesday Book, where it appears as ‘Banesberie’. 

However, this root ‘burh’ is so old, and the town of Banbury is so ancient, even as a 
settlement, that we may wonder whether the place already had a name long before 
the Saxons, Danes, Normans or even the Romans arrived. The Celts had an old word 
’parwg’, meaning ‘an enclosed field’.’’ It has been said that our English word ‘park’ 
derives from this British word, which was Saxonised as ‘pearmc’. The old High 
German word for ‘burh’, as ’puruc’, is most likely cognate with the Celtic ‘parwg’, 
and is a form with which the westward-moving Celts may have found some affinity, 
since even in those days the more general form ‘burh’ may well have come to be 
sounded by them with a ‘p’. according to Grimm’s Law of consonantal change. We 
may recall that Fluellen, in Henry V, v. 1, calls Pistoll a ‘pragging knave .... no petter 
than a fellow’. The gutteral ‘g’ would in the same way have become a voiceless ‘k’ 
sound. The time of Shakespeare was of course many centuries after the movement of 
migrating Celts, but it is highly likely that a phonological law will endure, since even 
today it  is heard to operate in Welsh speech. 

The likelihood of Celtic presence in the Banbury district in ancient times is 
underlined by the known fact that almost all Britain’s rivers, hills and valleys are 
known to have retained Celtic names (the ‘cher’ in ‘Chewell’ is of Celtic origin as 
one of the many British terms for river).’* Yet there were probably earthworks and 
other fabricated monuments before even the ancient Celts arrived. It is certainly 
believed that Iberian peoples occupied the district prior to the Celts.” 

The affix ‘bury’ comes then directly from the Anglo-Saxon ’burh’ through the dative 
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form ‘byrig’, but could well have been identified with an existing ‘parwg’, since the 
root is common to all the Indo-Europian tongues. The root is found in Low Latin as 
’burghus’, and there is also a flavour of the Celtic ‘parwg’ in the Latin-derived 
‘parochial’, referring to a ‘parish’ (Greek ’paroikia’), which itself contains the idea of 
a defined area for civil or ecclesiastical administration, hence the use even now of 
these Latin forms in connection with a ‘burh’. 

From a knowledgeable Welsh source14 we learn that in the Roman period the 
Banbury district formed a kind of ‘no-man’s land’, being at the boundary area of 
three Celtic tribes - the Dobuni (Oxfordshire and Gloucestershire), the Caturellani 
(Bucks, Beds and Herts) and the Atrebati (Berks). It was therefore an area which for 
reasons of safety people would have tended to avoid. Any kind of human activity 
here would thus be likely to have been something common to all those tribes, SO that 
any local names at that time might have referred to some feature other than a 
settlement. 

If we consider now the ‘ban’ in ‘Banbury’, we remind ourselves that the established 
conjecture of the origin of the town is that a certain Saxon worthy named ‘bana’ 
settled here on one side of the river, while his compatriot ‘Grim’ settled on the other 
side, probably in the sixth century. If, however, we are persuaded that there was 
activity here long before the Saxons and Danes came to set up home, there is room 
for conjecture that the ’ban’ itself may be older than has been thought. 

Like ‘burh’ the root ‘ban’ is extremely ancient and widespread among the 
Indo-European dialects. Its basic meaning was ‘to proclaim’, and is found thus in 
Anglo-Saxon as ‘bannan’. In Gaelic and Cymric the word ‘ban’ meant ‘a 
proclamation’, and similarly in all the principal European languages. 

The root is found still in ‘banish’, which means primarily to excommunicate by 
public proclamation, and survives in the English word ‘ban’, meaning ‘to outlaw’, as 
also in ‘bandit’, a word taken from the Italian ‘il bandito’ (the banned one). 

It is commonly used yet in the public announcement of an impending marriage, as 
the ‘banns’. Eventually ‘banning’ came to be associated not with mere 
announcement, but with public denouncement and so led to the popular use of the 
word. However, ’ban’ was a term common to all our early settlers in its original 
meaning of a proclamation or public announcement. 

Where would any public announcement be made? Locally, one would think, at some 
central point, like a market place, or a spot used for religious or social gathering, or 
at a local monument - tree, hill or monolith - or at an existing and convenient 
earthwork, or one specially prepared to be devoted to this purpose. Proclamations 
intended for widely-spread communities in a large district would therefore probably 
be made at a spot that was conveniently placed within reach of all members of the 
community, such as a ‘no-man’s-land’ where a suitable earthwork or structure could 
be established. The question thus arises: Was Banbury such a place before it became 
a ‘burh’? 

I t  is not an original idea that the word ‘ban’ may be found in some place-names as an 
allusion to the summoning of people together. One authority on English 
P la~e-names’~  gives Banningham as a possible example. But to our way of thinking 
that town is more likely to have been the settlement of a Saxon ‘Bana’ and his clan. 
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The Saxons were inclined to name their ‘burh’ after the clan, or the family and its 
retainers, and would consequently include the suffix ‘ing’ as a plural patronymic. 
The settlement would thus be the ‘ham’ of the Banning - a collcctive term for the 
tribe or clan. That this patronymic ‘ing’ was in fact plural is instanced in the Saxon 
Chronicle, where it is recorded that in the ycar 87 I ‘Her cuom se here to readingum 
on westscaxc.’,’6 where the ‘um’ in ‘readingum’ is the dative plural ending govcrned 
by the preposition ‘to’. The reference is then to the clan of the ‘Reads’, much as we 
talk of the Joneses or the Smiths. 

Whoever were the first real settlers in Banbury it is possiblc that they were Danes 
rather than Saxons, a notion supported by the Danish suffix ‘thorp’in the district, as 
in Neithrop, Calthorp and Ovcrthorpc. It has been said that the Danes were more 
active in town-building than the Saxons, who were predominantly 
agriculturally-minded; though this is perhaps by the way. 

I f  we are persuaded that the ‘ban’ in ‘Banbury’ refers not to its early settler but to its 
function as a place of proclamation, we are bound to look for what evidence may 
remain to support this point of view. 

The earthwork at the so-called ‘beargarden’ might have qualified for local service in 
this respect, as might also the stones at Rollright, though these are some distance 
from the present town of Banbury. At this point our amateur philologist emerges 
from the dark depths of his etymological labryrinth to suggest that perhaps the term 
‘beargarden’ is a folk-corruption of an earlier term, and that the ‘bear’ has no 
zoological implications but is just another form of the old root ‘burh’, and, further, 
that the ’garden’ here has nothing to do with flowers but is derived from the Saxon 
‘geard’ (pronounced ’yeard’) and became ‘garden’ through Norman influence (Old 
French ’gardin’), the basic meaning being the ‘borough yard’, a name given to it  long 
after it had been fashioned with pick and shovel by primitive early peoples. True it is 
that bear-baiting was once a popular pastime. Many towns had their ‘bearward’, as 
Spanish towns have their bull-ring, and if  this particular earthwork was ever used as 
a bear-gardcn it  was so adapted by Saxon, Dane, Norman or Celt citizens, for whom 
i t  became the ‘burhgeard’ or ’burhweard’, a kind of Saxon ‘Spiceball’. 

There are other features in thc Banbury landscape that may have been centres for 
public assembly and proclamation. Crouch Hill is said to bear a Celtic name, bein 
derived from ‘crug’ meaning a hill, and that the word ‘hill’ is therefore redundant. 
Modern Welsh ‘crugyn’ means a mound or heap. Even a cursory research into 
‘crouch’ leads us into a complicated corner of the etymological maze, for ‘crouch’ 
may be found as ‘crutch’ in thc obsolete term ‘crutchback’ for a hunchback, where 
‘crutch’ meant a hump, and Crouch Hill certainly resembles a hump. The gatherings 
of the early Britons were held in the open air, and at cons icuous landmarks rather 
than at centres of population. I t  is said that Crockern Tor,‘ in Cornwall, where the 
travcllcr could until recently still trace concentric tiers of stone seats, was the site of 
deliberative assembly in prehistoric times, and that the name may be compared to the 
wiskrit ‘kruc’ to call out, and the Welsh ‘gragan’. to speak loud. There were 
‘boundery’ mounds surrounding the wood that formcrly covercd the top of Crouch 
H i l l ,  which have been mistakenly taken for fortifications.” Perhaps such mounds had 
some other significance. Yet in Middle English the word ‘crouche’, from Old Saxon 
‘kruci’, meant ‘to mark with a cross’.20 
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The bare mention of the word ‘cross’ brings us to ask a question that must have been 
asked many times, and that is: Why should so small a town as Banbury have had 
more than one cross? For by all accounts there were reveraL2’ Were these crosses 
originally not designedly Christian but conversions of earlier objects? The so-called 
‘white cross’ seems to have been merely a stone on which a cross was marked, and 
the supposed sites of the other crosses are so near together as not to favour the notion 
that they were Christian in origin, for the notoriously-noncomformist Banbury could 
hardly have been so nonconforming as to form itself into small sects, each of which 
set up its own cross within a stone’s throw of the others. If however we venture into 
the origin and history of the cross as a symbol we find ourselves in yet another 
labyrinth - that of folk-lore and ancient religions. The cross as a symbol is much 
older than Christianity, and has taken many forms. One of the oldest is the so called 
‘tau’ cross, a simple upright post with a bar across the top like the letter ‘T’, hence its 
name after the Greek letter ‘tau’. Compare a primitive ‘crutch’ to aid the lame 
(there’s that ‘crutch’ again). Another and extremely ancient form was the ‘ankh’, 
known also as the ‘crux ansata’, a symbol used in ancient Egypt. Both these crosses 
symbolised life, fecundity, immortality and associated ideas. The cross is thought to 
have been a conventionalised tree, which was a common symbol of ancient religious 
worship. 

The original Banbury Cross may then have had nothing to do with the Christian 
cross. The suggested meaning of the famous rhyme as deriving from an old pagan 
ceremony in connection with the ‘earth goddess’ would seem to indicate that even 
the rhyme itself is much older than we might be inclined to think, and that the 
original ‘cross’ was most likely a single tree or tree like object, like a may-pole, that 
did duty as a symbol in pagan ceremonies. 

That more than one cross was in existence might then suggest that these were 
adaptations from already-existing objects, and possibly monoliths. This idea would 
certainly account for the existence of more than one cross. Yet the district is very 
stony altogether, and even now one may see large stonzs lying about, so that any 
natural object might bc mistaken for one of human interest or even contrivance or 
adaptation.22 Could it  then be that ancient monoliths formed some kind of definite 
pattern on the site of what is now Banbury? We think of course of Avebury, where 
great stones stand yet in the middle of the town, and we look in vain for such relics in 
Banbury. But here the quality of the stone used may account for its not staying the 
course, and the Banbury stones may have been a great deal older. The Rollright 
stones seem to have suffered from the ravages of time rather more than have the 
similar monuments at Stonehenge and Avebury. Here we have had also the 
depredations of builders, and the need for space in an important central market, and 
finally zealous puritans who destroyed the remaining evidence of a prehistoric 
structure. 

Yet this fanciful meandering may take on some significance when we find that 
certain other towns with names very similar to that of Banbury do have 
sufficiently-pretentious earthworks as to lend some support to  an assumption that 
‘ban‘, in its meaning of ’to proclaim’, occurs in the place-name, i f  we dare to suspect 
that these could be basically the same. 

Near Wimborne, in Dorset, there are the Badbury Rings, where, in the year 520, the 
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Saxons fought with the Britons, and where, in 901, thz Saxon king Eadward camped 
‘act Baddanbyrig’. There is also in Wiltshire a Badbury that has a stone circle not far 
away. ‘Bad’ in Middle English still meant ‘to command’ as here the preterite of 
‘bidde’, from Saxon ‘beodan’. ‘Beodanbyrig’? 

Near Swindon there is Barbury, the scene of a battle in the year 556 ‘aet Beranbyrig’, 
where there is also a large earthwork known as Barbury Castle. This battle is stated 
in Ingram’s 1823 translation of the Saxon Chronicle to have taken place at Banbury 
in Oxford~hire,’~ but the general opinion is that the 556 encounter took place at 
Barbury. Yet one version of the Chronicle (Knighton 1395) spells it as ‘ B a n b ~ r y ’ . ~ ~  

Maumbury Ring has already been mentioned as having had many supposed 
etymological origins. We now add another one. If we assume that the ancient 
earthwork known locally as Mambury or Maundbury Ring was in fact a place for 
proclamations, we may ask whether ‘Mambury’ is not a form of ‘Banbury’, and 
anqwer that the name may be an instance of a Celtic mutation system, as in modem 
Welsh. Thus ‘Britain’ becomes in Welsh ‘Pyrdain’, but when in context with certain 
prepositions ‘P’mutates to ‘Mh’. ‘Yn Prydain’ (in Britain) becomes ‘ym 
Mh~ydain’;~’ and so ‘Banbury’ would have its equivalent as ‘Mhambury’, in the 
same way that the Saxon ‘burh’ became ‘Byrig’ after certain prepositions. But with 
examples of possible mutation it needs a scholar well-learned in Celtic philology to 
sort this one out, or to reject it as the result of giddiness through wandering in a maze 
of words. 

The ultimate origin of so many words, and even of many place-names, probably lies 
hidden in the impenetrable darkness of some remote corner of the etymological 
labyrinth, and so researches cannot fail to be largely speculative, and confirmation 
impossible unless one can take a journey with Ralph Hodgson’s ‘Old Gipsy Man’, 
and, for evidence at first hand, go back to last night in Rome and la5t week in 
Babylon, and to the week before that in Oxfordshire. 

G.A. COLBRAN. 

FOOTNOTES. 
I .  ‘A cock-horse’. This term has had many suggested interpretations, and I S  often used as 
identical with ‘hobby- horse’. Samuel Butler, in his ‘Hudibras’,(1663), uses the term to mean a 
simple sitting astride a horse 

‘For he, with beard and face made clean, 
Being mounted on his steed again - 
And Kalpho got a cock-horse too, 
Upon his beast with much ado -’ 

Part 11, canto 111. 
Morley’s Edn. p. 140. 

2 This typical Voltaire comment is mentioned by Ernest Weekley in his ‘Romance of Words’. 

3. Alfred Beetley‘s ‘History of Banbury’. first edition, printed in Parson’s Street in 1842. 

4 .  ‘The Rollright Stones and their Folklore’, L.V.Gnnsell, 1977. (West Country Folk Lore, No.10) 

5 From a photostat of a page from John Hutchins’s ‘The History and Antiquities of the County 

8 



of Dorset', 1774. (Kindly sent by the Chief Librarian in Dorchester.) 

6. 'The Romance of the Alphabet'. Anhur B. Alien, 1937 

7. See Max Muller's 'Lectures on the Science of Language', 1860, Vol. I ,  in which there is a fine 
discussion of the root 'ar' and its denvatives. 

8. 'Year' is from the Saxon 'gear' - a ploughing, which was no doubt an annual operation. The 'g' 
was pronounced as our 'y'. 

9. See Meiklejohn - 'The History, Grammar and Literature of the English Language' (about 1895) 

10. This suggestion of an implied dative remnds us of the German 'Guten Tag' where an impied 
'May you have a ....' calls for the accusative case in 'Guten'. 

I I .  'Words and Places', Isaac Taylor, (1888). p, 81. 

12. 'Words and Places', Isaac Taylor, (l888), p 145. 

13. Iwac Taylor, op. cit. p. 39. suggests that the name 'Britain' itself contans an Iberian root 
'itan', found in 'Lusitania' 'Mauretania'. 

14. The point about the Banbury district's being a 'no-man,s land' in Roman times was kindly made 
by the Chief Librarian at Cardiff, who had been asked about possible Celtic remains in the district. 

15. 'English Place Names' (E.P.N. Soc.) 1951. 

16. 'In this year came the army to Reading in Wessex' 

17. See 'A History of Banbury', Potts/Clark. p. 10 note 

18. 'Words and Places', Isaac Taylor, (1888). p. 197 

19. 'A History of Banbury'. Potts/Clark. p. 10. Note 

20. Chaucer's 'Marchant's Tale' has 'and crouched hem' i.e. 'made them the sign of the cross' ca 
1495. (Tynvhin's edn., v. 9581. Langland's 'Piers Plowman' ca 1377, Passus V, line 529, reads 
'and many a cruche on his cloke'. Hence the term 'crutched fiiars' or 'crouched friars'. 

21. A 'Mr. Johnson', in 'Chambers Book of Days' (ca 1860) reported that there was at least four 
crosses. and that in 1601 the 'goodly cross' 'was strewed in ruins through the Horse Fair' (Vol. 2. 

22. 'Mr. Johnson' also says (loc. Cit.) that a writer of the time compared the state in which the four 
crosses were left, to the stumps of trees. or to conveniences by a r o a d d e  inn, to a d  a lazy 
horseman into the saddle. 

23. Everyman's Library edition of Ingram's translation of the Saxon Chronicle has, year 556, the 
spelling 'Beranbury' in the text. but identifies this as 'Banbury in Oxfordshire' in the index. 

24. This item of information also occurs in the index to Ingram's translation. 

25. 'Ym Mhrydain' (in Britain) - a Welsh dictionary in my possession has the expression. in the 
phrase 'Argraffwyd ym Mhrydain' (Printed in Bntain). 

pp. 3 16-3 17) 
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“The IMMEDIATE ROUTE from the 
metropolis to all parts ...” 

Anyone travelling to or past Banbury in the past twelve months will have found a 
marked change in the roads in and by-passing the town. For those who may find the 
M40 and the new inner ring road confusing, 1 thought it might be helpful if I offered 
some details of the various roads through Banbury as described in a family heirloom: 
Cary’s New Itinerary, or an Accurate Delineation of the Greut Roads, Both Direct 
and Cross rhroughout England and Wales. This claims to show the immediate route 
from the Metropolis to all parts of England and Wales with cross country routes 
added. The fact that it was published in 1828 should not detract too seriously from its 

The long-distance carriers’ trade greatly developed from the mid-cighteenth century 
on as a result of the turnpiking and consequent improvement of roads. In Banbury 
this was dominated by two names or families: Judd in the later eighteenth and early 
nineteenth centuries; Golby from 18 16. For a few years between I8 16 and 1823 there 
was a chance that Stone rather than Golby became Judd’s successor. 

The Universal British Directory for 1792 advertised Judd’s waggons from Banbury 
three times a week to London and twice to Birmingham, and in 1799 William Judd 
was still the sole local waggoner in Rusher’s Banbury Lisf.  Before 1790 several local 
carriers are mentioned in Jackson’s Oxford Journal. but Judd only occurs as assignee 
for another carrier, Ezra Eagles of Cropredy, who had gone bankrupt. 

Beesley, writing around 1840, recalls that about 55 years beforehand the Corporation 
gave permission to Judd to take down St. John’s or South Bar, which impeded his 
wagons, on condition of erecting in its place an obelisk, which became known as the 
Monument. This in turn was demolished in 1845, but is still commemorated in the 
name Monument Street. William Judd was himself elected to the Corporation in 
1797. He was subsequently Mayor three times, in 1799, 1805 and I8 12. 

In 1813 he was appointed one of the Borough’s magistrates, in which capacity he 
served almost until his death in January 1832, aged 81. It is surprising, therefore, to 
find him, together with his sons Richard, who took an active part in the business, and 
William. more probably a sleeping partner, declared bankrupt in March 1814, and 
disposing of property in Banbury later that year. 

William Judd senior, now aged over sixty, willingly or not, disappears from the 
canying scene. However Rusher’s List for 18 15 carries two advertisements. The first 
is for R.R. Judd and Co.’s London waggons. The other is for Richard Judd’s 
Birmingham waggons, “Load at his Warehouse, New Street [Birmingham] ... arrive 
in Banbury, at the Warehouse of R.R. Judd and Co.”. It seems likely that Richard 
Judd is the same as the bankrupt of the previous year, now established in 
Birmingham. No Judd with two Christian names both beginning with ‘R.’ has been 
traced. Possibly it is merely a trading name connected with the previous year’s 
bankruptcy. 

U%. 
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Be that as it  may, in 1816 Henry Stone is first mentioned as a partner in the London 
side. Significantly, that year J. Golby also occurs for the first time, carrying to 
London and Birmingham. 

My great-great-grandfather Henry Stone was born in Banbury in 1786, son of 
Quakers Edward and Sarah Stone. Edward, who died in 1808, was locally well 
known for his skill in treating eye problems, though medically unqualified, his 
livelihood being earned as a grocer. My genealogical knowledge of Henry is derived 
from the Society of Friends’ registers. The Quakers were a tight knit group who 
forbade marriage outside the Society. Henry married in I808 Elizabeth, daughter of 
Thomas Wycherley, an Adderbury maltster, whose grandfather Thomas (d. 1743) 
had been steward to Lord Northampton at Compton Wynyates (it was gratifying at 
our A.G.M. at Compton Wynyates this Summer to find our host was very familiar 
with his signature on estate documents). 

The name of Henry Stone is, or was ,  well known in Banbury, because Henry’s son, 
also Henry (born 1818). for many years from around 1840 a bookseller, eventually 
founded the firm of Henry Stone & Son, for a century cabinet makers in the town, 
whilst the allied printing firm is still in business. However, it  was the elder Henry 
Stone that inspired this article. Although he at first followed his father’s trade as a 
grocer, by 1816, as already shown, he was in partnership in Judd’s long distance 
canying business. 

The following year Stone was in partnership with Judd in three ventures, London, 
Birmingham and Shrewsbury. By 1818 Henry Stone appears alone, with London and 
Birmingham waggons, and the last reference to this twofold business is in 1823. In 
Quaker registers of births Henry Stone still described himself as a grocer in 
December 1819. but at thc birth of his last child, in April 1821, as a carrier. There is 
no reference in Rusher to any Judd after 1818 nor to Stone after 1823. But the 
opposition is very evident. In 1823, J. Golby, and R. Parker; in 1825, Golby, Parker 
& Green, Richard Huband and T. Horton. 

The minutes of the Banbury Monthly Meeting of the Society of Friends show that 
Henry Stone’s disappearance from Rusher’s Lists is almost certainly due to the 
failure of the carriers’ business. On 4th of 2nd month (February) 1822 the meeting 
was informed that Henry Stone ‘had failed in the payment of his just debts’. Three 
months later they heard that ‘he had assigned all his stock in trade and effects into the 
hands of trustees for the benefit of his creditors and that he was sorry it was not done 
two years ago ... He thought his book debts would not realize more than ten shillings 
in the pound.’ Nevertheless his creditors ‘generally speak well of him ... wishing him 
to assist in carrying on the concern.’ Frustratingly nowhere is the nature of his 
business actually stated. Quakers had a horror of business failure, and Henry was 
duly disowned by the Society that summer. Doubtless connected with this is the 
assignation of a seven-year lease of Henry’s premises in the High Street, ‘messuage, 
shop and house with warehouse and rooms over, and yard ...’ in March 1821. 

George Herbert tells how the gateway which gave the name to North Bar’ was pulled 
down with one of Golby’s waggons. They were the London carriers and their 
waggons used to load to a great height and were drawn by six or eight horses ... The 
earliest of these were owned by Judd and Stone, both of whom I remember well. Mr. 
Judd was a lame man and walked with crutches, and Mr. Stone lived in West Bar 

1 1  



Street...’; and, a few pages on: ‘...next lived Mr Stone the carrier in partnership with 
Judd’. 

Herbert was writing many decades later (he was only born in 1814), so it seems 
likely that the Judd he refers to was William senior, even though it was Richard who 
was Stone’s partner. This William continued an Alderman and magistrate until his 
death in 1832. His eldest son, also William and on the Corporation, predeceased his 
tather, in 1824. 

Bankruptcy was (and is) a constant hazard to small under- capitalised businesses. In 
past centuries the very long credit expected was a great contributory factor (George 
Herbert himself had to cease trading for this reason, when one of his creditors 
unexpectedly foreclosed). William Judd must have been successful over the years, 
and clearly was able to remain a respected figure in the town until his death. In 1814 
bankruptcy suggests the business was in decline, but it may in part have been a legal 
fiction to establish his son Richard, free of creditors, as his successor. Henry Stone 
may have been a gullible victim, committing himself to a business of which he knew 
little just at a time when formidable rival, Golby, appeared on the scene. 

Henry Stone, despite his failure as a carrier, appears to have recovered his fortune to 
an extent, for by 1841, as a party to a deed relating to South Newington Meeting 
House, of which he was a trustee, he was described as ‘formerly of Banbury, grocer, 
now of Adderbury, gent.’ He may have benefited by inheritance. Frustratingly, he 
does not appear in the 1841 Adderbury census, though his daughters Mary Stone (b. 
181 1 )  and Rachel Elizabeth Stone (b. 1821) are living with the family of her uncle 
James Wycherley or neighbours, whilst his son Henry is already established in 
Banbury as a bookseller. 

Most puzzling of all, the book that inspired me to embark on this short article, Cary’s 
Roads, eleventh edition, was only published in May 1828, and indeed the flyleaf 
bears Henry Stone’s signature and the date 1828. It seems that he retained his interest 
in roads and very probably road transport at least for some years after the business 
failure. 

I t  is ironic that the printworks built some ninety years ago by my grandfather Lewis 
Wycherlcy Stone, grandson of Henry the canier whose waggons must have laboured 
on the Oxford Road hill leading out of Banbury to the south, have been demolished 
to make way for the just as steep new inner ring road, though the older furniture 
factory building still survives. 

Jererny Gibson. 

Sources 

Alfred Beesley, The History of Banbury, 1841, p.207. 

Williarn Potts, A History of Bonhury, 2nd edition, ed. E.T. Clark, Gulliver Press, 
1978, p. 225. 
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Synopsis to Jackson's Oxford Journal. Bankruptcy of Ezra Eagles of Cropredy, Mr 
Judd an assignee. 1785, 109c, 158a. 

Rusher's Banbury List and Directory, 1799, 1815, 1823, 1825. Facsimile from the 
author's own set, presented by J.G. Rusher to Henry Stone, the younger, in 1875. I 
am most grateful to Penelope Renold for her research in early issues of the List, not 
included in my own set, relating to the Judds and Henry Stone the elder, and into the 
Judd family in general. 

J.S.W. Gibson, ed. Baptism Register of Banbury,part 3, 1723- 1812,B.H.S. 16, 1978 
(the alphabetical digest of Quaker births is on pp. 137-8); and Baptism and Burial 
Registers ..., Part 4,1813-1838, B.H.S. 22, 1988. 

George Herbert, Shoemaker's Window: Recollections of Banbury before the Railway 
Age, 2nd. edition, ed. B.S. Trinder, 1971, B.H.S. 10, pp. 22-3, 53, 58. 

Deed, 1814, property in Banbury, William Judd. with reference to bankruptcy that 
year, Oxfordshire Archives, B.L. XII/iv/2 (information ex. P. Renold). 

Lease, 1821, Banbury High Street. Oxfordshire Archives, B.L. VlI/v/l. 

Minutes of the Society of Friends, Banbury Monthly Meeting (Men), 1804-1823, 
Oxfordshire Archives, B.M.M. W 4 .  Also, for 1841, B.M.M. IV/19. 

1841 census, Adderbury and Banbury, microfilm at Oxford Central Library. 

Cary's Roads, 1 1 th edition, 1828, as quoted in opening paragraph. 
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p .  192), ancZOzJorJC'a- 
nu,! (see p .  154). 
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See Reinurhs from London to UX- 
bridge, 193. 

Red I l i f l .  c o p  of, Denham Mount N. 
Snell, Esq. ; on r.O& End, R. Sew- 
ell, Esq. ; 4 Y. beyond which, on r. 
Chalfont House and Lodge, Thou. 
Ilibhert, Esq. j on 1. Orchard Farm, 
Tlios. Ludby, Esq. 

Cha!fonl St. Peter, on 1. at Gold Hill, 
The  Grange, Genera] O'Loghlin 
and the Rev. Dr. Chambers. 

Chnffont Tui-npike, just beyond, on r. 
Mrs. Preedy,hIrs. Gaskel1,and Capt. 
Nash. 

Between Cldjont  St.Peler& st.Ciles, 
on r. Nemland Park,- Allen, Esq. 

C/ia(font St .  Giles, Entrance of, on r. 
Pin Ilill, - Crosby, Esq. 

A t  Chalfoolit S t .  Giles, tlieStonc Ilousc, 
W. Jones, Esq. ; the Rectory, Rev. 
hlr. Forsett. On r. near C/ta!font Sf. 
Giles's Street End, The Vatcti, T. 
Allen, Esq. ; and New Ilnuse Place, 
Sir C. Edmund Carrington. 

At 24 hlilestone, f ni.  on r. are Biell 
Ilouse, hlrs. Mason j and Tlie 
Grove, T .  Forster, Esq. 

Amersltatn, on r. isTiie liectory, Rev. 
J ,  T. Drake ; about 1 M. on 1. is 

Amrs l iam is a Borough of great An- 
tiquity, and has sent Members to 
Yarhament as far back as the ear- 
hest Summons on Record. 

1 M. beyond Amersliam, on I. Shard- 
I O ~ S , ' ~ .  T. Drake. Esq. Just tliro' 
Ainersliam, on 1. The Dowry, hlrs. 
Drake. 

Little Afissetiden, Entrance of, on r. 
hlrs. Cleaver ; just beyond, on- r. 
Rev.  Dr. Bates ; 1 4  M. further to r. 
Ilyde Ilouse, It. V'ard, Esq. 

Greuf illissendmr, near, on 1. is The 
Little Abbey, .Capt. Arnold ; 1 ni. 
further to 1. is Peterley IIouse, 
unoccupicbd. 

A t  Great Mistentlpn, o n  r. i s  The 
Great Abbey, C. Carrington, Esq.: 
1 ni. beyond Great Missencien, on 
r. is  Haven Fields Lodge; 1 4  RI. to 
1. Ilanipden House, Earl 0 1  Buck- 
ing t iani? h ire. 

Beyond Great M i s s e n h r ,  on r.at Lee, 
11. Dearing, Esq. ; Sir. B. Spencer; 
and I'envick House, Rev. J. E. Sa- 

lligli House, Capt. Windsor. 

bine: on 1. at Ellesborougli, Rev, 
Mr. Leathes. 

1 M. beyond Great Missenden, on. 
r. Woodsidc Lodge, - Kerr, 
Esq. 

Wendover, a little before, onr .  isThe 
Ilale, T. S. Collet, Esq.: 3 M. East 
of N ' d o t m ,  at St. Leonard's, Jos. 
Gray, Esq. ; and Rev. E. O w n .  . 

On r. of Wendover is Ilalton House, 
Sir J. I). King,  Bt.: about I rti.be- 
gond, on r. Weston Turvi l le ,  hlrs. 
Tornkins ; and Rev. T. Pennant. 

M'endouer, near, Wendover House, 
Lord Carrington : at \Vendover 
Dean, thc late h l .  Raper, Esq. 

WaltotL Grcm, on 1. sec lIart~vel1,Rev. 
S i r  G .  Lw, h i t .  

On r. 1 nr. before, Aylcsbury, Dorset 
Newman, Esq. 

Ilnrdwick just before, on r. Lilies. 
Lord Nugent. 

At Ifardwick,the Rev. John White. 
Whilchurch, on I. is Oving House, Sir 

T. I). Aubrey, Uart. ; bryond, Dod- 
dcrshall I'ark, Wm. Pigott, Esq.; 
on r. Crcslow. J. Wcsrcar, Esq. 

Between yltilchui.ch and Window, 2 
M. on r. Saulden I-louse, J,Dauncey: 

Winslow, 2 M. on r. at, Swmborn, Sir 
1'. b'reeniantle : about 2 M. from,on 
1. Addinglon House, Maintvaring 
Dnvis, Esq.: 2 ni. beyond, at Middle 
Cliiyrfon, Mrs. verney. 

Bucltin.~/iam, on the r. of the Town is 
Stowe, thesuperb Seat of the Dukc 
of Buckinghani : the Ilouse, i: 
adorned with Pictcires and Statues; 
and the Gardens are considered the 
most e l g a n t  in the Kingdom- 
Shown on Application. 

HuckingAam, 1 ni.  oii r. at, MaidsZllor- 
ton, Lord Oshornr. 

CVestbury, 1 )I. befoie, on r. a t  Shal- 
stonc, G. 11. l'. Jcrvois, Esq.: 3 31, 
on r. at Uiddlcston, G. Morgan 
Esq. 

A t  Weslbury, Benj. Price, Esq.; and 
Rev. JOY. Gascoine Littleliales : I 
31. hcyontl,on r. at Thenford, hlrs. 
Ingram ; arid at hlarston St Law- 
rcnce, John Blencowe, Esq. 

Farlltirigho, The Lodge, hlrs. Strat- 
ton. 

Esq. 
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verhampton, 13;; on 1. 
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Lion Inn 
2000 Z.I. 10,709 1, 

On 1. 10 Worcester, 134 
M. ; r. to Bim'n.qham, 
18 ; Stouyhriilge, 6: ; & 
Wolverhampton, 154. 

CTOSS the Stour R .  and 
StaJortl and Worcester  
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! 51. beyond Eatingtoii, o n  
r. to IVaiwick, 105 ; on  
1. to Shipston, 64. 
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Shipston, 104 
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?anbury, entering on r. Colthorpe 
IIouse,T.Cobb,Esq.: near Hanbury, 
Clialcoinb Priory, Llenry Pye, Esq. 

Gt-r.o.rlon, on 1. Wroxton Abbey, the 
Earl o l  Guildford. 

Ydge HdL, within 4 M. on 1. Upton, 
\V.Russell,Esq.: 3M.on I.Compton 
IVinyate, Marquis of Northampton. 

I n  r. under Edge tiill, is Radrvay 
flouse, Col. Miller. 

Yafingfon, about 1 N. from, Hound’s 
Mill, unoccupied : about 3 nx. on 1. 
Admington House, M.Corbett, Esq. 

!; M .  beyond Eafinglon, on r. Godli- 
cote, G. Smith, Esq. 

hatford u p n  Avon, a little before, on 
1.Clifford House, Rev. A. Annesley ; 
and on r. is Bridge Town. Rev. T. 
Knottesford: 1 RI. on 1. ‘I’iddington 
House, Alcx. Duke, Esq. 

l51.\VestofSlral~ordIs ShottPry llall, 
Tliomas More, Esq. 

4kesfer,The Rectory,Rev.F.Palnier: 
2 M on 1. is Raglcy, Marquis of 
IIcrtford. 

kbout 3 M. on 1. of .4lceste,; Bedford 
Grange, Rev. [I. Holyoake ; aiid 
Park Hal1,G. F Stratton,Esq.: 1 M. 
on r. Kinewarton Ijall, T. Uroan, 
Esq.; the Rectory,Rev. F. Rufford; 
Alne Lodge, J .  Barber, Esq.; and 
Upper Lodge, Rev. hlr. Heath. 

?ooughton,Sir CTlirockmorton, Bart. 
Between Couqhfon and Crab’s Cmw, 

on r. Studley Castle, F. I.lolyoake, 
Esq.; Studley House, hIiss Cliam- 
hers ; and Gorcot Hall, Admiial 
Chanibers:. about 4 M. beyond it,  
Heoley, hl.  hlills,Esq.; Beoleyllall, 
.T. H. Hunter, Esq.; and Bordsley 
Park, 14. Guest Dugdalc, Esq. 

Tankbig, on r. Hewel Park, Earl of 
Plymouth: about 4 M. on r. of which 
is Cofton llall, Earl of Plyniouth. 

Between Turdebig and Bromesgrore, 
Finstal I-louse, Jos. Brettell, Esq.; 
near isCrimley Hall,hlrs.Iiorton. 

About 1 N. on 1. of Bromsgrota is 
Grafton Manor House, J. H. Roe, 
Esq. 

Chud&slerJ Coybet, on the r. Drayton 
Houw,hlrs.Owen. Neararehock-  
encott Iiouse,Mrs.Mi~chell; Monks 
I1ouse, Mrs Coclishutt; and hlount 
Sion llouse, James Pratt, Esq. 

17 
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Winlerjord, within 1 M. Rev. Thornas 

Stone, Thonias Steward, Esq. 
On r.of Sfom,  Dunklin; andBerring. 

ton, Mrs. Aniplilett. 
IVithin 1 M. olfi‘itldmnin~leris Stone 

Iiouse, Wni. h a ,  Esq. : near whicll 
is kirk Ilall, hlrs.Turner. 

Kidderniinsfw Iias a Grainmar School 
free for all t h e  Inhabitants of the 
Town. Tlic Church is a venerable 
Gothic Struclure,and thcTown-hall 
is large and coniiiiodious. 

For Seats in the Environs of Kidiler- 
miicsler, see p. 263. 

A l n i ~ ~  Bridge, beyond, on r. is Coton 
Hall, Thoiiias Foster, Esq. 

Qual,at,isTIic liectory, 1lev.E.Carri 
3 M. on r. ofl is G;iracie I’aik, Iklw,  
Gutacrc, Lsq. ; aiid 1:aincott llall, 
Richaid Edaards, Esq. 

1 M. beyond Qctnf, on 1. Dudmaston 
IIall, \\r. W. Whitmore. Esq. 

Quaf/ortl,near isChuntry llouse,John 
Siiialnian, Esq. 

Ili.it/genorlh, nc’ar, on 1. St. James’s 
John Stnnier, Esq. 

On r. of lh%/gcnorf/ i  is Stanley Hall, 
S i r  ‘fyrwhitt Joncs, Bart. 

Brdgenorllc. The Ilill on which tlie 
iipper I’art of tllis Town stands rises 
GOYardsabove tlic lied of the River; 
inany of the llouses arc founded 
upon the Iloclc,antl most of theCe1- 
lars arcCavcs Iiettnout of i t :  on the 
Iiool‘s of tlieC‘aves arecardens with 
Footpat1:s over t!ieiii,  SO 1h3t Per- 
sons may walk 01.w several of the 
Ilouses witliout Danger; aiid there 
is a curious Walk riiadc I’roin the 
high I’art of tlie’I‘omn to tlic Bridge, 
being a hollow Way hewn 20 Feet 
through thz Dcptli of the Rock. 

Morvil, 011 1. is Morvil Ilall, Captain 
Acton ; near which is Aldenliam 
Hall, Sir R. I:. Acton, I h t .  

lVtlley,on 1. \Villey Park, M. I:orester, 
and the Rectory, Rev. \V. Bate. 

Htaseley, near I ?  RI.  on r. Caughley 
Hall, Joliu Onions, Esq. 

At Urorrley, Broseley House, Mrs. 
Stephen ; and the Rectory, Rev. 
Dr. Forcster. 

1 DI. on r. of Ilroseley, Rock IIouse, 
Ales. Llrodie, Esq. 

I-laward. 



Paddington-T. G. 
On 1. to I?arrow, 0f  H, 

on r. to Islington, 34. 
Cross the Reaent's Can1 

251 J ROADS measured from 

TO BI R U I N G  H A  >I, thro'vunoich. 
nr F nf F 
-- - 4  

1 4  2 -  
3 - j - 

- 6  5 6  
- 4 (i CL 

1 7 s 1 

2 I 102 

3 I 13 3 

1 4 14 7 

3 3 1 S 2 

I 1 19 G 
2 3 22 1 

23 
1 1'24.:: 
- 5 2; - 
1 4  2 6 4  

1 3 27 7 
' 1 5 

3 -  31.5 
3 13s 3 
3G/3 

- 4  3s 7 
' 

(Fee p .  2mi :  
Ki1burn"-7'. G. 

T Y B U R N  TURNPIKE. [252 

nr F JI F 

P .  192). 
Waddeston" 5- 437 
Ham Green 
Black Thorn Heath, 

Oxjordsfibe 5 - 51 7 
PBICESTER" 3'2 55 1 

cross the Thame R .  (see 

3- 467 I 
486 H .  2.544 I.-hln. ar. I 

2-55310.; dep. I l - 4 7 A f t .  ! 
Onr.to Buchingham,l I ~ M ,  I 

Cavcrsfield" 1 6  5 G 7  
Junction of the Roads" 3 -I 59 7 
on r. to Uraclrley, 6 DI. 
On 1. to Oxford, 15 M. i Souldern 2-617 
Aynlioe" 2'- 5G3 7 
O)L I .  to Detltli~igtox, 3 N. 
1 M. from Ayxfioe cross the 

Nell Bridge 1 4165 2 
Cross the Charxell R .  (see 

Adderbury", Oxon 1 4.66 7 

Weeping Cross" 1 4  653 
bP$ANBURYx(ree p .  210) 1 7 69 4 
On r. to IJrnchley, 9 11 .; and 

Dotenfry,  16 : on I .  to 
Chipping Abrton, 124 ; 
Stratford on A t o n ,  20 ; 
Khreton,[12; ; and War-  
trick, 23f.  . 

I 

Ozfonl Canal (see 154). 1 

p .  192). i 
I On 1. to Otfmd, 194 H. 

i 
;\'Iollington", Warw. 4 F, 74. - 

Ladbkokcx 7 61'91 G 

238 H. 1 161 I.->Ia. nr. 
6-27 N o .  ; dep. 8- 10 Aft .  , 

1 Rugby,9; untl Cotentry, I 

13. ! 

p 1 1  R.  

cross I f I C  O.rfoo,.tZ Cnttnl 1/ 
1 xice . I 

1 61 83 4 

PSOUTl It\ W--Gr&pi 

On r. to Durenlry, 10 31.; 

i A1 about I nx. moss Waler- 

Uiton" 2 ~ 1 ~ 6 -  
11 ad ford" 
Csoss /lie Warwick aiul 

h'apton Cam1 tzn'ce. 
LEAMINGTON" 1 5  904  
Near Wurxiclc, on 1. to 

2 6ISS G 

Brent Bridge 
Crow Brent R .  (see p .  S& 
Silk Bridge (over. 

bran cl^ of the R.  BY+ 
Hyde-King's Arms 
PEdgeware"-T. G. 
On r. to St. Album, thri 

P S  tan in ore" 
&er Biisliey Heath". 
Bushey"-Ch. Herts 
At 1 h i .  cross the Colne li 

Zi'btree, I 1 3  N. 

(seep.  51) .  

601 IT. 2960 I .  
O n  r. to St. Albans,8 M.: o 

1. tn  Rickmansuorth, 3, 
Hunton Bridge" 
Cross the Guile R. on 

Grand Jiinclion Cana 
(sec p .  55) .  

PWAl'FOHDx-M. H .  

'King's Langlty 
I' WO Waters- Bell 
3n r. to H .  Uempslead, 14 
Boxmoor" 
Bourn E nd"- Horse 
Broadway 
'BE R I< 11 EM PSTE A DX 

466 I I .  2310 I.-Ma. ai 
11-10 Aft.; dep.3-35 M O  

North Church"-Geo. 

4ston Clinton", Buck 

3ri 1. throuyh Wendove 

IPAYLKSBURY - (see f; 

Ma. ar. 12-55 MO.; dep 
1-37 MO.% 

! nI. beyond ,.iyZesbicry 

'TRIKGX--P. 0. 
517 ii. 3 2 s  r. 

il'alto11-7'. G .  

to Lonilmi, 40 31. 

2 3 0 )  

18 
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Kilhurn, on r. see Belsize House, W.  Prothero, Esq.: througl; the To\vn, 
Evcrett, Esq. : tllro’ Kilburn, on r. 4 M. on 1. Ashlins Hall, J. Smitl,, 
see Seats of the Earl of Macclesfield, Esq., and 1 M. on 1. is Haresfoot, 
and - Montague, Esq. : on 1. see F. Uorrien, Esq. 
Mapes, P. White, Esq.; and Brands- h‘orflr Church, near, on 1. Woodcock 
bury HOUSC, Sir Coutts Trotter, Bt. Hill, - Manson, Esq. On r. of, 

Edgeware,on 1. iscanons Park,the late Ashridge Park, Countess of Bridge- 
SirT.I’lumer; and nearly opposite, water. End of Noi.lh Clturcit, on 
a new-built House, - Bone, Esq. r. Dr. Barker; on 1. Charnpneys, W. 

Sfanmore, Entrance of,on I. - Drum- h n m o n d ,  Esq. 
mond, - Ilarvey, - Bartlett, and 1 M. fcom Norfli Clturch, on r. North- 
S. Martin, Esqrs. Top of the Hill, cote, Williani Sniart, Esq. : at  Wig- 
on r. J.Lewis, Esq. ; beyond wliich, ginton, T. Clanimond, Esq. - Leamouth, and - LRwis, Esqs. %hg, on the r. is Tring Grove, - 

Z3zcJhey Heath, Entrance,on 1.Bentley Stevens, Esq. ; on the I. ”ring Park, 
Priory, Marquis of Abercorn ; on 1’. Dowaget Lady Crew. About 24 
hlrs. Hemine, and - Poole, Esq. nr.  on r. of Tring is Stocks [Ioiise, 

From Uztslwy H e n / / / ,  on r. Ccl. Ocau- hfad.  Goidon. 
foy : on 1. see liarisborn Manor 1 N. beyond Tr;izq, on the 1. isTerret 
Place, Sir T. B. Thompson, Bart. : House, Capt. Isadcock, 
beyond is Moor Park, 11. \Villiams, .4s/on Clinlon, at, Lord Lake, and G .  
Esq. End of Bu4ey Heaflc, on 1. R. hlinsliull, Esq. : beyond is 
Turret House,Capt. Badcock ; on r. Uroughton, James Senior.. Esq. 
Miss Isherwoods; on I .  Mrr ry  11a11. Wadtles/on, ? hr.  beyond, on r. Dcd- 
Sir Charles Dance. ‘I’hro’ Bushey, dershall Park, W. Figott. Esq. ; on 
o n  r. Busliey Grove, D. Ilaliburton, 1. U’ootton Ilouse, Marquis of  
Esq.; and Bushey Hall, H. Cle- Cliandos; Brill tlouse,hIrs. Olivcr; 
phane,Esq.; and see on 1. a Scat of Dorton Ilouse, the late Sir John 
Dr. Munro. Aubrey, Bart. j and Chilton House, 

Wdjord,  entering,on 1. Wiggen Hall, unoccupied. 
T. Deacon, Esq.: in thrTown,on r. Ilicesler, 3 nl. on 1. Middlcton Park, 
Capt. Clutterbuck ; a little further, Earl of Jersey. 
on 1. J. Steward, Esq. Through Caversjieltl,at, b h .  Bullock: on r.at 
Wuf&wd, on r. F. Day. Esq.; a Stratton Audley, Sir Edw. Lloyd, 
little further, on 1. is Cashiobury h t . ;  on I. Buckncll llouse, T. ‘r. 
Park, Earl of Essen. 14 31. from Drake, Ksq. : J 31. on r. Sliellwell 
/ V a f f o d ,  on r. Russell’s Farm, A.  I’nik, J .  Ilarrison, Esq. ; 2nd CDt- 
W .  Robarts,Esq.; on 1.Grove l’ack, tesfxd, W. Turner, Eq. 
Earl of Clarendon. Junclion o j lhe  Roads, I hr. hefore, on 

Hunfon Bvidge, on 1. Langley Bury, 1. Swifts House, Sir Tlios. Mostyn, 
Rev. Sir John Filmer, Bart. Bart. ; and on r. Tusmoor, Sir L-len. 

Boamoor, on 1. Boxmoor Hall, R. l’cyton, Bart. 
Mead, Esq. : nt the End of Boz- .4yn/ioe, W. 11. Cartisright, Esq. ; As- 
moor, on 1. West Brook Hey, Rt. trop, J. 11. Mitchell, Esq.; and 
Hon. R. Ryder. Tltenford Iiousc,S. A.  Sevcrne, Esq. 

End, John Field, Es$. Weeping Cross, on tlic 1. is Boddicott 
IIouse, \Vm. liitchcock, Esq. 

Lodge,unoccupied; a little further, Bnnbuiy, 2 M. on 1. Wroxtoo Abbey, 
on 1. Bartletts, Mrs. Pechcll. Earl of Guilford. 

Betlc IZm.ps~ead,on r. Berkhenipsted :tZnlLingfon, I f  nr. beyond, on the 1. 
I’lace,hliss Grimston ; and Yilking-1 Farnborough, V‘illiani Holbeche, 
ton Manor House, J. Gordon, Esq. :’ Esq. 
3 M. on r. Gaddesdeo Place, Rev. LdbroRe, at, Wm. Palmer, Esq., and 
Fitzmoore Ilalsey; and near it J. Rev. C. Palmer. 

Bourn End, on the r. see Iiackrtcr’s Atklcd,ury, on 1. W. S. I:ield, Esq. 

Be3.k Zlempslead, entering, on r. New 



Hn,lbury,lhrotcghGay- 31 P 
don I i i i ~ ,  19! m. 

bpWARWICKx-Cf.Ilouse 2 2 
1190 €1. &P35I.-Ma. 
ar. 94 MO. ; dep. 4 Aft. 
--The Assizes are held 
here. 

Crors the tl'ancick ant1 
Birmingham Canal'. 

Hzitton'-- Church 3 2 
On I, thro' Shirley Street 

t o  Ilirminghnm, 16 ns. 
Haseley-Church - 4 
At 14 m. cross Sroley 

\Vroslrall"-T. G. 2 3 
13edlam's End" 1 G  
Enfield . 1 3  

Cross the Watm'ck and 
Birnt in~~hatn Canal'. 

Knowle"-Church - 7 
1 H. beyond, on r. to Ke- 

World's End 1 I 

Acock's Green-T. G. - 6 
tireet 2 1 
\ M .beJoreSpavk Rrook,on 

1 .toIZmle y in  A r h ,  1 4. 

311 1 .10  H e d e y  in A d e n .  

Vear Birmingham, on r. 
to Coventry, I7 M.; on 
1. to .4kesler, 10. 

'HIRMINGCIAM ( s e e p  

hIa. ar. IO-22Mo.; dep. 

Cotirmon. 

Rotten Row - 6  

n ihor lh ,  94. 
Solihull"-Church 2 6 

Olton End - 6  

Spark Brook' 1 -  

ni. 

22s)-ow c,oss -6 

4-30 Aft. 

hi 

92 

96 

96 

98 
100 
102 
102, 

103 

106 ; 
107r 
10s: 
1 0 9  - 
111 ! 

1121 

1127 

ro bPAMEkSilAM, a d  p. 

CllESCIAMX 

Xesham, near, is Clyde Lodge, Rob. 

239. 

- 
Ward, Esq. 

C'hichmas, Nelson Ilotel, Royal Hotel, 
SlCOIl. 

BIRhlINGHAM toKnowle-i- 9 2 
\Varwick 101'1 20 I 
Southam 9,9 29 3 
Ban b u ry I S ?  4 2 5  
Hicester 1411 5 6 6  
Aylesbury 17,2 74- 
Berk I iempstead 1 2 5  8 6 3  
)Vat ford 11/5 9 6 -  
Stanmore 4.5 102 5 

Tyburii Turnpike 
G. P. 0. London 

Southam, 1 M. beyond, on 1. H. S. 
, Chaniberlain, Esq. 
 for Remayks betwen Southam and 

Leamington, seep. Sl2. 
Wumich,  the Castle (well deserving 

Attention), Earl of Warwick ; and 
the Priory, Rev. H. Wise : near are 
hlyton Houses, S. E. Steward, Esq. ; 
and Stanks, John E X W ~ N I S ,  Esq. 

The Waruick a d  Birmmgham canal 
commences at Warwick. and unitea 
with the Birmingham and Fazeley 
Caoal. 

Hatfox, a little before, on 1. is Grove 
Park, E. de P. O'Kelly, Ebq. 

Bejond Hotton, at Rowiogton, Ro- 
wington llouse. J. Aston, Esq. 

Wroxhall, on 1. Wroxhall Abbey, C. 
R. Wren, Esq. 

Bedlam's End, on 1. Baddesley Clin- 
ton Hall, E. Ferrers, Esq. 

Knolcle, on r. 1 M. from the Road, is 
Springfield iJouse,J. Boultbee, J2.q. 

Solihull, near, on 1. is Malvern Hall, 
11. G, Lewis. Esq. 

Spark Brook, on r. is Spark Brook 
House, J. Rotton, Esq.; and Spark 
Hill, J .  Biddle, Esq. 

Beyond Spark Brook, on r. S. Lloyd, 
Esq. ; on 1. the Larches, S. T. Gal- 
ton, Esq.; and the Poplars, l'. 
Mole, Esq. 

Edge ware 2;1 10'1 f i  

i$, : ii 72 

20 



2.573 ROADS measured from TYBURN TuiuwrIie. [25E 

I M TO bPRAh'BURY. p. 252 I- 
Throuqh Ilanbziry, on r. to 

Soulham, 14 31.: 1 N. 
jurlhei., o n  1.10 Kimton, 
114. 

Warinington"- Cliur. 
Jf7atu;icksjc. 5 

Burton Dasset-r. G. 3 
Gaydon Inn 1 
Harwood House 
Near Warwick, on r. 10 

Southam, 9 N. 
bpWARWICKR(seep. 255)l 5 

F, M ' F ~  - 69 2' TO "~JIRIDGEKORTH, 
as p. 244 

On r. to Wolvm+omploli. 
I4! ni . ;  and Shiffnnll, 
114 .  

CrossfheSeceiri(scep. 196) 
_i 74 2 On r. to Utoseley, 64 81.; 
3'77,A bryo""* On 

Ludhw, 19:. 
6 :  79 3 hiorvill"-c/,rwch 

s25 Muckley Cross 1 I "PMUCI-1 WENLOCK- 
While Ho1.t 
48G N.  2200 I .  6,ISS 3 

To PBROMESGROVE, 

Little Rarnesley" 
For field 
Holy Cross', Stuf 
Hagley", Worc. 
Onr .toUi?miii~~ham, 1 2 ~ r  . j 

0nI.to Kidderminrler,6, 
Peclmore" 
PSTOURBRIDGE 

959 I f .  5090 I .  

a s p .  244 

INiVS. Warwick, (see p. 255). 
Wannirigton, 1 ni.  on 1. is Arlscot, - 

Holloway, Esq. 
Near 2az. on r. of tvarmington is 

Farnborough, Mrs. Holbeche. 
Wam'ck, about S N. before, is Tach- 

brook House, Mrs. Nutcombe. 
IVanoick,thc~stle,Earl of Warwick; 

Mahle Hill,G. Lamb,Esq.,and Miss 
Gilbert ; the Priory, Rev. N. Wise ; 
and near, at Barford, Mrs. Mills. 

-- 

3 1  
2 -  

3 1  

2 -  
2 1  

2 -  
2 1  
2 1  

On r. to Ilroceley, 3: 51. ; 
on 1. to L t d o w ,  20:. 

Harleyx-CChtrrch 
Cressage"--T. G. 
On 1. to Wenlock, 45 M. 
Cound' 
cross H~~~~~ 
Weepil '~Cross"-T*G' 

N m p r t , 2 9  ni.: on 1. to  
Church S t r ~ / / o n ,  1 3 81 .; 

On 

114 3 

1 4 123 1 
I I 

I N N S .  Stourbridge, Crown, Talbot. 
Namws ey and Holy Cross, between, 

Holy Cross, on r. are Clent I~OUSC, J. 
Aniplilett, Esq. ; Clcnt Ilall, Rev. 
G.  L ) ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ;  and clenc creen, bliss 
Lyalls: on the 1. is Field liouse, 
unoccupied. 

Haqley, near, i s  Hagley Park, Hon. 
W. I i .  Lyttleton. 

At Haglcy, W. Robins, Esq. 
Pedmore, on tlie r. is Pedmore Hall, 

unoccupied; and on I . i u  the Quarry, 
T. Smith, Esq. 

is Be \ 1 Ilall, hlrs. Noel. 

an3 Ilislwp's Castle, 2 1 .  
C,assSPvernR.(serp.l'j6) 
bPSHRE\VS131jIC\' I 112 

INNS. Shrewshury, as p. 248. 

AforuiU, on 1. Morvill IJall, Captain 
Acton ; 4 ni.  beyond, on r. Alden- 
ham Ilall, Sir R. F. Acton, Bart. 

Hurley and Cressaqe, be~tvren, on r. 

~ o u w l ,  at. 1 1 .  C. t'citiani,  sq. 
Iveepitrg cross, on I. Uctton, P. ~ o t -  

Belleswardinc,Sir C. Ilnmage, Bt. 

~KENIL\VOI~I'II--M.II. 5 2 98'- 
589 € I .  9577 1. 

I N N .  Kenilwortll, King's r l m s .  

cliff llouse, lion. Clis. Uertie l'ercy. 

p. 251 -- 26 4 
1 3 27 7 

Bucks. 5 - 8 2  7 

I 
Eq* 

ib"WAR\f'lCI(", as p.255 -- -j 

,l,a,.wicR, *,. beYond,on Is G ~ ~ ' ~  

P B  El\ K 11 EM PSTE.QL), 

North Church-George 
,PIvinghoe, 
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7331 CROSS ROADS. [ 7 3  

F 
4 

- 

- 

- 

4 

- 

4 

- 

3 

Buckingkanr. 
To Chapcl I ~ O I I S C ~  - 
Poni fre t Cas tl ex 3 

Hcinpton 5 

1; M.,fllrl/;er, ni l  1. (0  &llC- 

/July ,  7 4 .  

DE 0 U1 NGTO N 1 
OIL r. to O+fiirtl, li M.; 0) :  

Cl I fLon 1 
Crow tlrc Clinrtcrll R .  and 

A'rnr ,4yii/inc, O ~ L  I .  to 1laii- 

A ynlioc*, Northanip. 2 
Xcar Ayiclior, on r. to h i -  

1. to IlanDiiry, G,  

0.rfod C m d .  

/ l U 7 ' y ,  6 h l .  

ccsler, E; 31. 

Crouglitou 1 

Barley M o w X  2 

On 1. to  l~rncklry ,  2: nl.; 

Monks House 1 
Fi n in crc , Oxon. 2 
Tingewick, Dtrclrs. 1 
Cross the Ouse R .  
On I .  tn / h i b u r y ,  through 

Ilrnttlcy, 163 nr. 
'PIIUCKI NG I h ;\I 

012 r. 10 oqord ,  I9$. 

2 

nr 1 
17- 

1s- 

21 - 

2s- 

2s1 

31 4 

3 5 -  

37- 
4 . 4 0  4 

4 1 7  
145- 

n 

- 

5 

1 

/ 

t: 

E 

E 

' 

c 

E 

3 

5 

- 

i 

165 - 
?,G7 6 

696 

'734 



7351 CROSS ROADS. [73G 

cross r h  .Sic;fi R .  
)LUTTElI\VORTII 1 6  
~nI.toCor.eictt.y,ISf 81.; 

ar I. 

and Ilickley, 10:. 
Blaby' 52 
A ylestou" 1 6  
JP LEIC EST E Rx 
On r. fo h'orlha7nplo?l, S1 

EI. ; illrrrltet Hnrboro', 
14 6 ; nnd UppingItnnL, 
19; : on  1. to tlirtttckley. 
IS& ; and .4sltby JC lu 
Zouch, I f .  

11 nr. beyoiitl, o x  the I .  t o  

2'4 

LoughDororcql~, 1 14. 
Thurniaston" 3- 
Syston 2- 
Rearsby" 2- 
Brooksby" 2 -  
Frisby" 2 -  
cross the 1Pveak R. 
PMELTON hIOW13RAY 4 
@L r. to  Oahham, 10 n1. ; 

on 1. fo X o t / ; t i ~ h a m ,  19. 
Thorp Arnold 2- 

,Croxton Kyriell" 4. . 

Walrhnm 011 the 
\l'old 5" 3- 

~ Xenr Grantltntn, on r. to  
Stamlovti, 21 al. 

bGRANTllAh1, L i l t ~ .  7. 

hc 
75 

53 
s j  
~7 

I 

23 

P I  Unriisley,at, on I .  is Barnslcy Park' 
2 Sir Jarnes Musgravc, Bart. 

Ijibuvy, at, Uibury House, Lord Stier- 

4 Fulbrook, I f  M. on r. at Swinbrook, 
2 .  hlrs. barnett. 
G !  s / j + ~ o ~ z ,  at, Shipton Court, Sir Johii 

Chandos Reade. Bart. About 4 nI. 
from Shipton, on I .  Sarsden House, J. 
H. hngstonc, Esq.; on r. Chadling- 
ton, A. 'T. Rawlinson, and W. Wal- 
lcr, Esqs. On r. of the 7th Mile- 
stone is I'irdlicote, J. Birch, Esq. 

Chapel I I O ~ I A C ,  on I.  a t  Over Norton, 
Lord E. Somcrset; about 3 M. on 
r. Ilcythrop, Dirke of Hesufort. 

borne. 

'3 
9216 
9 4  6 
9616, 
9s G I  

L032 

10.5 2 

10s 2 
112'2 

l 9 l 2  

Pomjret crifile, 3 nr.  on I. is Swerrord 
Park, Sir R. nolton; Swerford 
Ilousc, - Wlialky, I!kq.; and about 
2 M. on r. is Great'rcw Park, M. TL. 
noulton, Esq. ; beyond, a t  Nether 
Worton, - Wilson, Esq. 

Bloxham, near '2 nr. on 1. J:roughton 
Castle, Lord Say and Scle; and 
SwalclifTc Ilousc, Rev. C. W. Brant. 

Between ~ l o r l m m  and Un?cbur!y is 
Wykhani l'ark, Daniel Stiiart, Esq. 

Banljury, a ~ ,  on r. Calthorpc Ilousc, 
Thomas Cob, Ksq. 

3 RI. on 1. of Unnlmry i s  Wrox(on 
Abhcsy, Earl of Guildford. 

IVrcrdin,qton, wii l i in  I ni .  on 1. is Wil- 
liscot lIous(*, blru. Lovcday. 

I f .  nr. bcyontl If'artlinyto,c, on r. 
lkJecot.'Thoni:is ( h r t v r .  I k l .  : and 



CROSS ROADS. 

Lady Cotterell Dormer. I 
Nor111 Aston, at, Viscount Chctwynd. 
Uetwecn Jlnpcroj't's f l o l t  and f ~ d -  

(lington is n Scat of - I'nzc, Esq. 
A t l d n h r y ,  nt ,  Jolin fhrbcr: I h q .  ; o n  

1. John k'icld, and Gro. Warrinc?r, 

1i'eep'it.q Cross. on 1. at  noddicof, C. 
C. Bristow, Esq.; furtltrr, Uoddicot, 
Grangr,U. Aplin, Esq.; and 1 N. on' 
1. Wyktinm Park, D. Srcwart, Esq. 

Bnn6wy,  at, Caliliorpc Ilousc, 'l'ho- 
inns Cob, Esq. ; 2 $1. on 1. Wrorton 
Abbey, Earl of Cuill'ord. 

M e l l i n r p n ,  1 L, If .  beyond, on 1. Farn- 
borough, Wm. Ilolbcche, Esq. 

Ludinnlte, at, Wm. I'almer, Esq., and 
I k v .  C. Palincr. 

Souiliam, 1 111. bqond,  on 1. 11. S. 
Cliamberlain, Esq. 

Marton, 1 ni .  on r. Birdingbury, Sir 
'lli~opliilus Uiddulpl i ,  fhr t . ;  bc- 
yoncl which, a t  I.ctnic,-ton 1lnstin;s.l 
the R e v .  I{. Sitwell; on 1. is Ea- 
tliorpc, Robcrt Vcncr. Esq. 

Pri~ice 'l'liorpe, 2 hi.  on c. is J3ourton, 
Rev. hlr. Vener. 

Ryton Nridge, 1 31. on 1. is Bagington 
Ilall, R e v .  W. D. Bromlcy. 

IVilleuAall, on r. Janies Wyatf, Esq. 
CYltiiley llridge, on 1. is \Vhitlcy Ab-. 

Ksqs. 

I I 

3 5  5 7  

3 5  124 

2 2  146 

1 7  165 

2 6  103 

1 4  207 
IT 2 2 6  

4G 274  

7 (i 35 2 

I G  37-  

2 2  3 9 2  
2 3  4 1 5  

1 2  427 
3 4 4 G  3 

1- 47.3 

- 5 4,s 1 
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Does Anyone Know Differently. 
Recently walking the remaining stub of the Banbury and Cheltenham railway line at 
Kings Sutton, and reflecting on the changes since I first traversed this route on a 
Sunday School outing special from Banbury to Barry Island behind two G.W.R. 
“Moguls” in 1938, I noticed a small farm bridge over a stream, near its confluence 
with the River Cherwell, by the south side of the second series of disused railway 
flood arches. 

The small bridge, much decayed although passable by pedestrians, is constructed of a 
number of “Barlow” rails which cannot be much less than 150 years old. They form 
the floor, (now rusted completely away in places) and the parapets of the bridge (in 
Good Condition). 

For those without a handy copy of McDermott’s “History of the G.W.R.” it should 
be explained that these rails were rolled (probably at a South Wales works) in an 
inverted V 12 inches wide at its widest section, and were placed directly on the 
ballast, (no sleepers), with the gauge maintained by the bars, it is likely none were 
manufactured after the mid 1850’s. 

This form of rail had been invented by the chief engineer of the Midland Railway Co. 
and adopted by Brunel for a number of broad gauge lines in South Wales and the 
west of England. By 1877 only 2 miles of it remained anywhere in use, having been 
superseded by bridge rail on longitudinal baulks (examples of bridge rail in use as 
fencing posts can be seen at many places, including Kings Sutton). The only known 
use of “Barlow” rail in the vicinity of Oxfordshire was on the Wycombe Railway of 
1852, extended to Thame in 1862. 

It is unlikely that “Barlow” rail was used on the main Oxford to Birmingham line 
(except possibly for construction purposes) as this line was initially laid to take 
mixed gauge for which the Barlow rail would not be suitable, although it could have 
been laid in sidings (perhaps Kings Sutton or Aynho). 

So did the rails in this little bridge come from the Oxford to Birmingham line, or did 
the farmer buy a job lot of rail from elsewhere, (perhaps the contractors who 
completed the line in 1851) to bridge his stream all those years ago? After all they 
could have been the very rails from Aynho ballast pit, the signal of which occasioned 
the infamous smash involving “Lord of the Isles” and Daniel Gooch in 1852, and 
contrast strangely with the traffic noise of the nearby M40. 
Does anyone know the answer to this little conundrum? 

J.A.Blencowe. 
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BOOK REVIEW. 
Family Roots; Discovering the Past in the Public Record Office, Stella Colwell. 
Wedenfeld and Nicolson, London, 1991, 232 pp., illustrated, f15.99. 

As its title implies, this is intended primarily for researchers of family history, though 
i t  is equally applicable to local history. Not a book for the beginner, but it will 
provide invaluable advice and encouragement for those who want to make use of the 
gigantic but intimidating national archives, but have never known where to start. Its 
author is one of the best known professional genealogists whose knowledge of the 
records in the P.R.O. has long been established; mow she shares that with others. 

However, it  is reviewed here for a much more local reason. As well as describing 
various classes of records, Miss Colwell uses case studies, with a vast number of 
facsimiles of the records quoted, to illustrate there use. One such is of a Quaker 
family of Fardon or Vardon, living in North Newington and Sibford Ferris from the 
mid-seventeenth to mid-nineteenth centuries. The originals of the registers of births, 
marriages and deaths for the Banbury Monthly Meeting of the Society of Friends are 
in the P.R.O., and are the main source for the history of this family. Most 
genealogical researchers rely on nineteenth century alphabetical digests the Society 
prepared when surrendering its original registers. They are quick and easy to consult 
and available locally as well as at Friends’ House. Admirable and accurate as they 
are, they do not include all the detail of the originals (nor their flavour). The 
facsimile of the marriage entry of Thomas Fardon and Hannah Ball in 1687 shows a 
whole page devoted to signatures of witnesses, effectively the whole congregation 
(incidentally including at least three of my own ancestors). 

Tax records are another P.R.O. source skilfully used, including the 1642 subsidy list 
which is to be published shortly by our Society, and the 1798 Land Tax assessment, 
for which for this one year the P.R.O. has a countrywide coverage. There is also a 
facsimile and use made of the county Association Oath Roll (that for Banbury 
Borough was published in C&CH,10, (4). Autumn 1986). 

Otily really serious researchers are likely to buy this book, but i t  certainly should be 
acquired by Banbury Library, if only for its local content. Its publication shows how 
far family a i d  local historical research has come in recent decades, that at last we 
have a book which does not devote two thirds of its content to description of basic 
sources already covered in dozens of  other “beginners” handbooks, but makes 
proper use of its author’s impressive knowledge. 

Jeremy Gibson 
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BOOK REVIEW. 
“Walking Through The Centuries”, J.P.Bowes. 
Available from : Ottakers, Banbury; or Banbury Museum. Price f5.65. 
or from the Author J.P. Bowes, Midhill, Horley, Nr. Banbury, Oxon. Price f5.50 
Incl. P&P. 

At last someone has written about the villages and countryside of North West 
Oxfordshire. 

There has always been a prolifera of books, guides and illustrated notelets about 
“The Cotswolds” and their villages, but these have rarely taken into account 
anything further north than Moreton in Marsh. 

This book researches the area around Banbury with occasional references to the town 
itself, mainly as it  affected its affiliated villages.It is based on two villages, Horley 
and Homton. It would have been impossible to convey the general concept of seeing 
history on the ground without their historical facts. They are two interesting places as 
they rose and sank throughout history. They are very quiet places now. But who 
knows what the M40 will bring? 

Are they again to be brought out of obscurity? Will the inhabitants become the 
whcelwrights and coopers of the 20th. century but this time using high technology 
from their offices, studios and homes or is Banbury going to grow unabatedly and 
engulf all the villages in the area. 

But this book does not only talk about two villages, it  spreads through the region. 
Did you know that a tribe called the Dobunni made their camp near to Edge Hill? 
And that the Romans took it  over and that Ratley was a small town put up to cater for 
the Roman needs? - Quote “A great fortification was made at Edge (sax.der.hege= 
edge) Hill. It is known as Nadbury Camp”. 

Did you Know that the Danes fought a major battle at Hook Norton? - quote “...and 
in this year the army (Viking) rode out and killed many men at Hook Norton and 
thereabout” ref. Anglo Saxon Chronicles 9 13AD. 

Always throughout the book history is shown on the ground. With the aid of the 
copies of Ordnance Survey Maps it  is possible to walk the paths of our ancestors and 
discover tor ourselves what i t  was like to live in past centuries. 

The choice is limitless, one can take the old Jurassic Way, near to the Rollwrights in 
the south. See the medieval village at Wormleighton in the north or perhaps travel 
the paths of the drovers from Waidington in the west, and there is the possibility of 
discerning the ancient site of the kings hidden under a rise on Tadmarton golf course. 

A mention must be made about the last chapter in this book, it gives insight into 
many things. I t  shows how to recognise ridge and furrow, how to date hedges, 
pottery, wind and water mills and medieval fishponds. 

Altogether it  is a delightful book and one of its delights is that it  can be opened at 
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any chapter and the history of that century appears. To understand the way the past 
has left its mark one should read the book through but every chapter is a microcosm 
of the whole. 

J.M.Hoadley B.A. (ARCH) 

The M40 Project and Banbury School 

Banbury School Humanities Faculty was pleased to play a leading role in the M40 
project run by Oxfordshire County Council Department of Leisure and Arts. During 
the weeks of the I 1 th to 22nd June 1990 all year 9 students were involved in a series 
of events concerned with the impact of the M40 on the Banbury area. This included 
visits to the Motorway site at Kings Sutton to investigate environmental and 
historical issues, interviewing workers, interviews in town, visits to the museum, 
constructing a scale model of the motorway, visiting speakers from the Department 
of Transport and Transport 2000, historical role plays looking at the building of 
roads, the costing of roads using different building methods and the way in which 
these would be priced assuming Turnpike Trusts. The Brinkworth Prize money 
(f250) was used in the main for financing journeys from school. As we took large 
numbers of students out of school and along the M40 the Faculty had to hire coaches 
and were greatly surprised by the cost of this and the necessary insurance to take 
minors along an unbuilt section of a motorway. 

The work produced by the students and indeed their work in role plays although 
unfortunately now lost was of a particular high standard, students really got involved 
and the Museum supplied photographs of Banbury Station and roads within Banbury 
showing old means of transport. These proved very useful with students producing a 
high level of written work utilising this evidence. I am confident that the whole year 
group gained much from this most successful project and hope that in future the 
Faculty may be involved in similar cross-curricular projects involving local history 
and geography. 

Graham Teager. Head of Humanities Faculty. 
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BANBURY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
The Banbury Historical Society was founded in 1957 to encourage interest in the 
history of the town of Banbury and neighbouring parts of Oxfordshire, 
Northamptonshire and Warwickshire. 

The magazine Cake and Cockhorse is issued to members three times a year. This 
includes illustrated articles based on original local history research, as well as 
recording the Society’s activities. Well over one hundred issues and approaching 
three hundred articles have been published. Most back issues are still available and 
out-of-print issues can if required be photocopied. 

Publications still in print include: 
Old Banhury - a short popular history, by E.R.C. Brinkworth. 
The Building and Furnishing of St.  Mary’s Church. Banbury. 
The Globe Room at the Reindeer Inn, Banbury. 

Wiggington Constables’ Books 1691-1836 (vol. 1 1, with Phillimore). 
Banbury Willsand Inventories 159I-I650,2 parts (vols. 13, 14). 
Banhury Corporation Records: Tudor and Stuart (vol. 15). 
Victorian Banhury, by Banie Trinder (vol. 19, with Phillimore). 
Aynho: A Northumptonshire Village, by Nicholas Cooper (vol. 20). 
Banbury Gaol Records, ed. Penolope Renold (vol. 21). 
Banbury Baptism and Burial Registers, 1813-1838 (vol. 22). 

Records series: 

Current prices, and availability of other back volumes, from the Hon. Secretary, c/o 
Banbury Museum. 

In preparation: Lists of Tudor and Stuart Banbury Taxpayers, including the May 
1642 subsidy for the Hundreds of Banbury, Bloxham and Ploughley (mentioning 
almost as many as the Protestation Returns of a few months earlier, for which 
Banbury Borough and Ploughley Hundred returns do not survive). Others planned: 
documents showing how the Civil War affected those living in the Banbury area; 
selections from diaries of William Cotton Risley, Vicar of Deddington 1836- 1848; 
selected years from Rusher’s Banbury List and Directory, 1795-1880; news items 
from the Banbury area from Jackson’s OMord Journal (from 1752) and the Oxford 
Mercury (1795-6); and letters to the 1 st. Earl of Guilford. 

Meetings held during the autumn and winter, normally at 7.30 p.m. at the North 
Oxfordshire Technical College, Broughton Road, Banbury, on the second Thursday 
of  each month. Talks are given by invited lecturers on general and local historical, 
archaeological and architectural subjects. In the summer, the A.G.M. is held at a 
local country house and other excursions are arranged. 

Membership of the Society is open to all, no proposer or seconder being needed. The 
annual subscription is $8.00 including any records volumes published, or $5.00 if 
these are not required. 

Applications forms may be obtained from the Hon. Secretary, c/o Banbury Museum, 
8 Horsefair, Banbury, Oxon. OX 16 OAA. 
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